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iSftalrotogt or. the &uns\iM ana the 



ERRATUM. 
P. 10, line 20, /or Xavier read AzaYs. 



shadow has advanced up to the very highest 
point ; might it not be well to remember and 
lay to heart that thm it is day by day with 
that blank page of our brief life on earth, which 
each morning lays before us when we wake, 
waiting till we fill it hour by hour, or rather 
moment by moment, with the record of the 
thoughts, and words, and acts, the passions and 
the feelings of another day of our lives ? Surely 
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SI|aIrob3r8 ; or, ti|e Sun^Diial anDi ti|e 
Hountain. 

When we look on a suu-dijal, and mark the 
shadow stealing imperceptibly yet surely over 
it, or as we note the diflferent aspect of some 
glorious snowy peak or craggy mountain at the 
various hours of the day, from the moment 
when the first rays of the yet nnrisen sun begin 
to gild their summits, till that when the evening 
shadow has advanced up to the very highest 
point ; might it not be well to remember and 
lay to heart that thtis it is day by day with 
that blank page of our brief life on earth, which 
each morning lays before ns when we wake, 
waiting till we fill it hour by hour, or rather 
moment by moment, with the record of the 
thoughts, and words, and acts, the passions and 
the feelings of another day of our lives ? Surely 
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this is a touching and a solemn thought^ ^nd 
we may well shrink from the task of filling that 
fair and stainless page^ lest we should fill it 
amiss, and then it can be erased no more to be 
filled again^ and more worthily than before. 
Even so is it with a child when a new book has 
been given him to write in, and he shrinks from 
writing aught, because, perchance, when he has 
done so, he shall feel that it might have been 
much better done. There is this difference, 
however, that the page of our life must be filled, 
that even whilst we are thinking about it, it is 
filling, as the shadow mmt steal over the face 
of the dial, or the sunlight advance or recede 
from the snowy mountain peak. And this is 
repeated in as many cases as there are indi- 
viduals on earth : and, oh, how variously is the 
daily page of life filled by each, even amongst 
those who call themselves God^s children and 
servants! 



Sinflinfl of BirUisf in earlg Sprittfl^itne* 

What is in this sound which gives joy to our 
heart in a way which I need not labour to ex- 
press in words? for there is not I suppose a 
heart on earth so hard and dead to aU the 
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gentle influences of nature, as to be insensible 
to the power of this familiar sound, though few 
of us perchance may have very exactly ana- 
lyzed the feeling it induces in our souls. No 
doubt this is a mixed one, and must vary with 
individuals ; perhaps with some, it is connected 
very much with early associations, while in the 
case of others it kindles the imagination, call- 
ing up visions of delight, connected with ap- 
proaching seasons of spring and summer-tide. 
To my mind, the special character of it seems 
to be a kind of relenting of something, erst 
hard, ungenial, and pitiless. It is so indeed 
literally as regards the season at this time 
of year, but there is I think a felt analogy 
between this yielding of frost and ice to gush- 
ing streams and the genial air of spring, and 
other kinds of relenting, say, that of the long 
impenitent and blinded heart, which could not 
see or own its error, or that of the hard and 
unforgiving spirit, which had dwelt so long on 
the thought of injuries received as to forget 
the price at which he must needs himself pro- 
cure forgiveness at the Hands of Godj or of 
the niggardly and ungenerous, who have not 
yet learned that '' to give is more blessed than 
to receive,^'^ and that treasure spent is so much 
laid up for them in the treasury of Heaven ; 
1 Acts XX. 35. 
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or of the selfish and calculating^ who look at 
the greatness of some sacrifice required of 
them, and forget that we are all called to love 
as God has loved, and to tread in the steps of 
Him who even laid down His life for His breth- 
ren; or of the desponding and the unbelieving 
Christians, who have not dared to believe them- 
selves forgiven; or of the over-difl5dent, who 
have not yet learned to appropriate the blessed 
promises of God, contained in Holy Writ. To 
these and such as these, will not the voice of 
early birds perchance convey a soothing sense 
of something lost and found, or of some newly 
acquired treasure, of something to clasp to their 
hearts and hold there with the tenacious grasp 
of those who dread again to lose what they 
have scarce recovered, or of which they have 
hardly gained possession ? Is it not like the 
first removal of some great anxiety, or the first 
gleam of hope of the return to health of some 
beloved object? Will not soft tears steal into 
the eyes of some who never wept before, or 
who have only known the bitter tears which 
were not God's gift, as is the relief of a righ- 
teous grief? Will not a new warmth be felt 
at the heart by others, as if that of a fire, be- 
fore which all that is hard within them must 
be melted, all that is cold or dreary will be 
Kindled or enlightened ? 
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Is not all this too mucli to look for from so 
simple and common a thing as the note of a 
poor little bird, who sings because it is his in- 
stinct to do so, or because his sinless heart is 
glad, and with a view to cheer his mate, with- 
out a thought of man and his woes, the penalty 
of sin? But why should we think lightly of 
the power of so small an instrument to work 
for the weal of man, since that instrument 
though small, is in the hands of the Almighty ? 
He works by what means He wills, and is glo- 
rified by the apparent incapacity of the meaujs 
He uses. 



'' (Elbe us tfite Uag out trails 98reaU." 

How little we think when we use these words 
daily, of the necessity of using them literally, 
and not merely in a general manner as express- 
ing our need of the supply of all we require 
for the body I Yet how much reason there jb 
that we should really ask foa: th^ daily supply 
of that most indispensable of God's common 
blessings, daily bread. How much more im- 
portant i9 thi^ to our comfort and well-being 
than wie are apt to remember, while we receive 
and enjoy it carelessly and as a matter of course. 
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This was brought forcibly before the mind of a 
sick person, who when really suffering from the 
inability to procure any bread which was whole- 
some and suited to her state, suddenly remem- 
bered how little reality there was in her daily 
and oft-repeated supplication for daily bread, 
and saw how much need there was to apply to 
God for that and every good gift as well for 
the body as the soul. It is a remarkable oc- 
currence that that very day, a supply of excel- 
lent bread was sent by the same bidter who had 
previously so signally failed, and this favourable 
change continued. Was this a speedy answer 
granted to real humble prayer and acknowledg- 
ment of man's need, and God's power? Why 
not? We are so expressly bidden to ask that 
we may receive ; yet how many things do we 
go on lacking for ourselves and others be- 
cause we will not trust this promise and act 
upon it trith regard to little things as well as 
great. We '' lack wisdom,'' guidance, and di- 
rection, and find it not because we seek it not 
from Him " that giveth liberally to all men 
and upbraideth not;"^ yet what encouragement 
is contained in those words. We know what 
it is to meet rebuffs from men, when we look 
to them for counsel or instruction; either they 
are busy, or they are weary, or else they are 
^ S. James i. 5. 
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indifferent, or perhaps they are not aware of 
the greatness of our need and desire for sym- 
pathy and help at their hands. But our Hea- 
venly Guide and Teacher is never weary, or 
unmindfal, or cold, or indifferent. He knows 
the thoughts which trouble us even better than 
we do ourselves, and is ever at leisure to lend 
the ear to each one of His weak and ignorant 
disciples. Why then do we not seek Him in 
every diflSculty, waiting patiently for an answer 
which will be given us in some manner ; if not 
at once, yet in His own good time. Either we 
doubt His promise, or we are unwilling to wait 
His time. But what do we not lose through 
this want of Faith and Patience ! 



''WLl^tttiiotistt tfie carcase is, tijerc toiU 
t!|e cagUjSf it gatJimi togetlicr/'' 

How unpleasing we have thought this simi- 
litude when applied to Himself by our blessed 
Lord. How surprised, if not offended, we have 
been at His using such a one ! But did we 
not deserve the reproof He once addressed to 
some of His disciples, '* Oh 1 fools and slow of 
heart ?'^2 ^^ What are we that we should 
» S. Matth. xxiv. 28. » S- Luke xxiv. 25. 
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presume to question the fitness of any form of 
speech He chose to use ? But we should have 
been saved from much perplexity and from all 
irreverent cavilling at these words of our Divine 
Saviour, had we searched more carefdlly into 
their significance, and the reason of their being 
employed by Him. Holy men have done this 
for us, and tell us that we are likened to eagles 
flying to their prey, because with the same 
avidity we should hasten to feed on Him Who 
has given us His most precious Body and Blood, 
for the sustenance and life of our souls. Thus 
this simple allusion to the blessed Sacrament 
removes at once all that was inexplicable or 
repulsive in the comparison, and invests it with 
a most holy and touching interest in the eyes 
of all devout and thankful communicants. 
And surely the eagle, with its strong flight, its 
high aim, and its piercing eye, is not an ignoble 
similitude to which to Uken man. Let us re- 
member that the point of the comparison lies 
not as much in this bird's seeking its appointed 
food, but the manner in which he does so ; the 
wonderful instinct which brings him through 
all difficulties and from any distance to his 
prey, wherever it may be, and not alone merely, 
but with flocks of his own species. Oh 1 that 
we did indeed resemble this irrational creature 
in our search for Him, to Whose Sacramental 
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Presence^ not a natural instinct but a heaven- 
implanted desire calls and attracts us. Thus 
have some loving and ardent souls sought Him 
in all ages. Thus do some seek Him even now 
in these latter days, when faith and love have 
waxed faint and cold. There are yet the seven 
thousand in Israel, known only to God, un- 
known to the world and mostly to one another, 
who place their chief delight in the mysterious 
but all-satisfying Presence of their Lord and 
Saviour in His blessed Sacrament. Oh! let 
us emulate their faith and love. 



©n ©eisfire of f^olg Cotttmunion. 

How frequently we remark that to devout 
persons and those who earnestly desire to 
receive often the Holy Communion, this pri- 
vilege is denied by reason of ill-health or some 
other insuperable impediment, such as exists 
not in the case of others who have not the 
same fervour or desire for spiritual privileges. 
This is at first sight and to inexperienced 
minds a great perplexity, and well-nigh a cause 
of ofience. There is an appearance almost of 
hardness in the manner with which the former 
are dealt with; it does not accord with. th& 



10 HOLT THOUGHTS AND MUSINOS 

common view that the desire shoiild be propor- 
tionate to the enjoyment. But it is a matter 
of such frequent observation as to arrest our 
attention and lead us to seek for some expla- 
nation of the diflSculty. Well, at first sight 
an analogy meets our eyes, between this manner 
of God's dealing with the souls of men, and 
that in which we often find He deals with their 
bodies. How many have wealth enough to pro- 
cure all that they can possibly need or desire 
for their sustenance, but lack the appetite and 
power to enjoy their food, while to others, such 
as the poor who have scarce the means of satis- 
fying their wants, the power to enjoy is given 
freely. 

But analogies, though valuable as a help to 
the solving of hard questions, are not sufiScient 
as an explanation of them. A better one is 
furnished by the theory of a devout writer, 
Xavier, who says that all God's dealings with 
man, are based on the principle of " Equilibre 
et compensation;'' so that hereby is perfect 
justice insured and exercised towards all men. 
Thus none must have all the good gifts, whether 
of nature or of grace. Therefore to one is 
given in a larger measure appetite ; to another 
that wherewith to satisfy it. And as the desire 
for spiritual things is in itself and by itself a 
great good, it ought not to be lightly esteemed 
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if possessed^ although its possession does involve 
at times a sense of privation by the denial of 
the means of gratifying it. Better to desire 
and not have, than to have without the desire. 



®n tfje anniberisfars ©ag of JSaptfem. 

How strangely these days are treated by the 
baptized. Either they are passed by unheeded 
or unknown, because it does not happen to be 
the custom to keep them as we do the day of 
our birth into the world, or else if they are 
observed by the more earnest-minded and de- 
vout, it is with an uncomfortable feeling more 
akin to pain than joy, such joy as becomes 
Christians, in the commemoration of the ex- 
alted privileges then conferred upon them of 
being made '' members of Christ, the children 
of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of hea- 
ven.'^ And why is this? Let us look the 
matter honestly in the face, and we shall easily 
perceive that it is because conscience upbraids 
us with the sense of much ingratitude for bless- 
ings vouchsafed and neglect of privileges con- 
ferred. But should it be so? Is there not 
(as is usual with us) too much of self in this ? 
Let us rather on such days as these, strive to 
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emerge from the mists of self-contemplation, 
and gaze steadily on the Sun of Righteousness, 
Who, as the bright and Morning Star, gave 
Himself to us on this auspicious day of our 
Baptism, or rather took us to Himself that we 
might be parted no more for eternity, imless 
it be by our own desperate wilfulness and 
neglect. 

Let us examine one by one admiringly and 
gratefully the surpassingly precious and truly 
royal gifts which were on this day given to each 
of us, to be members of the mystical body, the 
Church, children of a Father in heaven, and 
heirs, for " if children, then heirs, heirs of God, 
joint heirs with Christ ; if so be that we suffer 
with Him, that we may be also glorified to- 
gether/'i To some of us it is shown what 
great things we must suffer for His sake ; but 
will these combatants be found to complain 
when the heat of the strife is over, and they 
can at the close of the day of battle, review the 
fight they have fought, and see the advantages 
they have gained over the enemy? Will they 
not rather be found ready to say with the royal 
Psalmist, '^ It is good for me that I have been 
afflicted/'^ qj ^^h ^ well-known Christian bard, 

" *Ti8 justly done, 
Only in glory, Lobd, Thy sinful servant own." 

» Eom. viii. 17. * Ps. oxix. 71. 
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And what are some of the fruits of their toil 
and sweat, and of the very shedding of their 
blood in the service of their King ? For one 
thing, they have learnt to know their brethren 
and themselves, the weakness of their common 
nature, its need of sympathy and tender indul- 
gence j they have acquired the power of sym- 
pathising with others, so that henceforth all 
weak and wounded spirits will be attracted 
towards them as by a kind of spiritual magnet, 
and they will be permitted to minister to their 
Lord in His afiiicted members in a way which 
those can never do who have lived in peace 
from baptism to the grave. And is this a 
slight reward, a trivial gain, so that we should 
grudge to have been signed at our baptism ^^ with 
the sign of the Cross, in token that henceforth 
we should fight manfully against sin, the world, 
and the devil, and continue Christ's faithfrd 
soldiers and servants imto our lives' end ?''i 



There is some danger of thinking too much of 
ourselves in using this Divine prayer, and too 
little of Him Who has given it to us, through 
^ Baptismal j9eryioe« 
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His dear Son, and this even with a very 
good intention, and in accordance with the 
practical interpretation put upon it by holy 
men of old. While we pray, ^^ Hallowed be 
Thy Name, Thy kingdom come. Thy wiU be 
done,*' Sec., thinking meanwhile only of these 
things being done by and in us, in our souls ; 
is there not too much of man, too much of self, 
too little of God and His sole glory ? Would 
it not be a more correct view of this blessed 
prayer to take the first part and the latter part 
separately, dedicating the first three petitions 
entirely to the honour of God, and the advance- 
ment of His glory; then coming down to the 
thought of ourselves and our wants, (oh, what 
an infinite descent;) and praying in lowly 
voice, '' Give us this day our daily bread ; 
Forgive us our trespasses, &c. ; Lead us not 
into temptation/^ Perhaps there is nothing 
new in this remark, but it struck me jiewly 
from having used the prayer myself faultily, 
and this I think partly from an impression left 
on my mind by S. Augustine's explanation of 
the first petitions. Not but that we must 
desire and pray for the setting up of God's 
spiritual kingdom in us, but then that is neces- 
sarily included in the prayer for His glory and 
His rule, and there is no need to dwell on the 
means while we pray for the end, and thus to 
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centre our thoughts too much on self, and on 
our own part in aiding towards the advance- 
ment of that end. 



The intercourse which the disciples of our 
Blessed Lord were permitted to hold with Him 
when He was on earthy and that which it is our 
privilege now to maintain with Him by prayer, 
we are apt to look upon as two things, wholly 
distinct in their nature. But why so? Do 
we not thereby risk the not duly recognising 
and dwelling on the thought of His Divinity 
on the one hand and His gracious humanity 
on the other? "When we see His disciples 
holding familiar converse with Him, we scarcely 
realize that it was no less than the Son of God 
they thus fearlessly approached, and that their 
petition was a prayer. When we kneel and 
pray to Him unseen, we too feebly realize the 
thought that He is still the mild Son of Man, 
fiill of sympathy and gentle condescension as 
when on earth, (for is He not the same yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever ?) * Thus our prayers 
&31 short of that reality which is the very 
1 Heb. xiii. 8. 
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essence of true prayer^ in which the soul sees 
by faith the holy and adorable Being Whom 
she desires to approach and to address in 
singleness of heart ; knowing that she has been 
heard^ she can contentedly leave the issue of 
her prayer to Him "Who alone "knows, and 
cares, and wills what is truly good for vls/' and 
for all them for whom we desire to pray. It 
has been well said by a holy man, that we ought 
to put more importance in our prayers than we 
are wont to do, and not to be unbelieving as to 
the eflScacy of them. Might we not add that 
we ought to remember our prayers more than 
we do, or if we cannot always do this, at least 
to bear in mind that there is One Who re- 
members them all, even He to Whom they 
were made, and Who noted them, whether the 
petitions were such as were acceptable to Him 
or not ? Yes ; it is a startling fact, though not 
the less true, that God can no more forget the 
prayers which have gone out of the lips of His 
creatures than He can avoid seeing all their 
actions, since His Spirit fills the world, and He 
which containeth all things hath knowledge of 
the voice; and if all our words reach His ear, 
how should those which are actually addressed 
to Him escape doing so ? This is a solemn 
thought, but one full of comfort also, for we 
are very apt to imagine, because we see not at 
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once the fulfilment of our prayers, and especially 
of our intercessory prayer for others, that the 
words in which they were embodied have fallen 
to the ground unnoted, unremembered as it 
were by Him to Whom they were addressed. 
But not so : it is by us that they have been 
forgotten. He well knows all that we have 
asked, and do not our own consciences bear 
witness to the truth of this, warning us that if 
in a moment of passion or exasperated feeling 
we may have uttered an uncharitable wish, or 
made an unwise petition, this will be remem- 
bered to our hurt hereafter, unless it be timely 
repented of, even though it may wholly escape 
our memories until the Day of Judgment bring it 
again before our eyes. And if it be so as regards 
evil or hasty petitions uttered in the ears of the 
Omniscient, will it be otherwise concerning those 
fervent, oft-repeated and deliberate prayers 
and intercessions on behalf of those we love, or 
uttered with some good and holy purpose in 
view, because we almost forget what was the 
precise tenor of our supplication, and what 
were the very words we used when we poured out 
our hearts before God, and sought to call down 
His richest blessing on some loved head, or to 
win His gracious approbation on some much- 
cherished project? Away with such chilling 
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unbelief, the root and source of all discourage- 
ment, the bane of prayer, the antidote to Faith, 
and Hope, and Love. 



'' Come unto Mt, all tfiat are toearg/' 

How very welcome is this call to those who 
do feel weary, who are not in sorrow (we will 
say) not even in heaviness of spirit, but who, 
whether from weakness of body or of mind or 
both, are weary and feel the burden of life, and 
its excitements, joys, anxieties, uncertainties — 
events too much for them, as was the prophet's 
journey through the wilderness to Horeb. 
Sweet indeed to such is the sound of this loving 
call to come and find rest, or rather renewed 
strength for the way, and to know there is a 
strength greater, infinitely greater than our 
own, which we may make ours if we will. 
" Ye wiU not come to Me that ye might have 
life/'^ was said to some by our Blessed Lord 
in the accents of sorrowful reproach ; but if we 
desire this life He is ready and willing that we 
should have it, and that we should have it 
^^ more abundantly/' For, alas, it is too true 
of many of us, that we are, (as the poet so 

* S. John y. 40. 
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touchingly says,) ^' tired ere the fight began/' 
and greatly in need of angelic, and more than 
angelic help, that we may fight our fight, and 
keep our way. 

How much more welcome still is this call, 

or at least how much more needed i& the rest 

offered, when the soul of any is not only weary, 

but "heavy laden," whether it be with the 

weight of some actual sorrow, or with that 

almost more dreary and hopeless burden of a 

great anxiety, and previsions of coming trouble ; 

truly a burden which weighs heavier than any 

other, because we have only our own strength 

wherewith to bear it, no support having ever 

(I believe) been pledged to us by God under 

any but real, actual, and pressing trials and 

sorrows: those which we make for ourselves 

by anxiously looking on into the yet hidden 

future, are not sanctified; they draw us not 

nearer to God, rather they separate us from 

Him, hiding His Face when we would seek it 

by prayer, putting a barrier between Him and 

us which hides His cheering light, and leaves 

us in utter darkness and gloom. If we would 

be delivered from this miserable condition, let 

us hasten to prepare ourselves for the reception 

of the Blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist. 

The very act of preparation will profit us, and 

half work our cure; for how dare we retain 
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murmuring distrustful thoughts in a heart 
which we are about to invite Him to make His 
abode ? And if the drawing nearer to Him be 
so eflFectual, what will not the actual receiving 
Him into our hearts do for us^ as a sovereign cure 
for weakness and sickness of heart or a heavy 
laden spirit ? May we not indeed " return to 
our house clothed and in our right mind^^' 
'^ seeing'^ rather than blind as we were, '^ walk- 
ing erect'^ instead of halting and stooping as 
we went, with the tears wiped from our faces, 
and if not singing with gladness of heart, yet 
at least cheered by the inward breathings of 
hope and trust, ready to say with the Psalmist, 
^^ Nevertheless, though I am sometime afraid, 
yet put I my trust in Thee. I will praise God 
because of His "Word. I have put my trust in 
God, and will not fear. Thou tellest my flit- 
tings : put my tears into Thy bottle : are not 
these things noted in Thy book? In God's 
Word will I rejoice : in the Lord^s Word will 
I comfort me. Unto Thee, O God, I pay my 
vows: unto Thee will I give thanks. Thou 
hast delivered my soul from death : wilt Thou 
not deliver my feet from falling ?^^^ 

* Ps. Ivi. 3, 8, 10, 12, 13, Prayer Book Version. 



OF A DEPARTED FRIEND. 21 



&. Solin bit 

• In the Second Lesson for to-day* we read 
how our Blessed Lord answered the thoughts 
of the people at Jerusalem^ when they were full 
of perplexity and questionings concerning Him- 
self. And thus do we also find the inward 
thoughts and cogitations of our hearts answered 
by some words which we hear in a sermon^ 
proving that the Lord is ever with His ministers^ 
and wills to reveal to us through them His 
perfect knowledge of what is in every man. 
Speaking to us also by the lips of His Priests 
He wills to reprove, to comfort, and to instruct 
us, even as when on earth He vouchsafed Him- 
self with His own blessed Lips to instruct the 
sons of men. And yet how true it is, (though 
to see it stated in black and white might startle 
some,) that we can hear a very good sermon, 
and go away, and never think of it again, and 
this without being of an irreligious character 
or habits, nay, even the reverse ! Devout per- 
sons may do so who read, meditate, and pray, 
not only on the Sunday, but in the week like- 
wise. The explanation is this, viz., that with 
many, every hour, almost every moment has its 
appointed occupation of one kind or another, 
either necessary or innocent, ofteii \s&^^»L ^x 
^ Jiily 19. 
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praiseworthy, so that unless they make time for 
dwelling on the instruction they have received 
at church, they find not the suitable moment 
for this exercise; and thus they receive the 
Word unfruitfully, and are in danger of finding 
themselves among those spoken of in the parable 
of the Sower. 

But there are lessons which come home, and 
are not so easily forgotten. For instance, when 
fall of schemes, when planning work for God 
and His Church, it is well to reach the Chris- 
tian day of rest, to pause and pray, and if it 
happens at such a time that the Church sets 
before us the touching history of Elijah in the 
wilderness, how fiuitable is the lesson thus im- 
parted to us by these striking words, " What 
doest thou here, Elijah V^^ and the comments 
on them as the preacher goes on to apply them 
to ourselves, to our trials, — often brought on 
ourselves, — ^to our joys and pleasures, (for we 
are bom to these also, and not only to trouble,) 
God " giveth us richly all things to enjoy,^^^ 
to our occupations, our duties, &c. ; reminding 
us that it will be happy for us if we can answer 
that question, ^^ What doest thou here ?" satis- 
factorily, and are always in such places and 
occupied in such a manner that we shall not 
be ashamed to be found there should the hour 
oi our death overtake us. 
^ 'I Kings xix. 9. * 1 Tim. ^.\1 . 
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'' Fanitg of banitieg ; all is banttg/" 

How aflFecting is the view of this world and 
all in it as presented to us by one who, though 
the wisest man on earth, (at least in his time,) 
could only attain to discerning the painful 
anomalies, imperfections, contradictions, con- 
trasts, and all those perplexing characteristics 
of this lower world, which meet our view also, 
and'occasion to those amongst us, who are given 
to reasoning on what we see, many a dishearten- 
ing thought, and lead to many vain question- 
ings. I say ^' affecting,^^ since we can all but 
too well sympathise with the plaintive lamenta- 
tions of the preacher, that " all is vanity/^ He 
had found no key to unlock these mysteries of 
nature and Providence, whereas to the most 
simple and unlearned amongst Christians it 
is given to know the meaning of what was 
to him, with all his wisdom, so dark, and 
full of painful perplexity. And we perceive 
the same even in David, his father, (the man 
after Gon^s own heart,) as is expressed in that 
touching Psalm, the 73rd," his comprehension 
of the enigma of human life, even after he had 
sought its explanation by means of prayer in 
the Sanctuary of God, did not extend beyond 
1 Eccles. i. 2. 
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discerning the evil end of the wicked, and the 
safety and desirableness of cleaving to the 
Lord, come what might, and however much it 
might appear that affliction was the allotted 
portion of God^s faithful servants: whilst to 
us it has been revealed that this life is veiily 
not a life ; that it is only the beginning and 
first part of an existence which shall be endless ; 
that we are now, as it were, only in the vesti- 
bule of life, and blessed are we in this know- 
ledge. And yet we cavil, and question, and 
complain of the transitory, imperfect, and un- 
satisfactory nature of earthly things, even as 
Solomon did who lacked the privilege we enjoy 
of a Divine Revelation to crown his gift of 
human wisdom and science. 



How often when we find ourselves in some 
new and delightful locality we are prone to say 
as it were in our hearts, '^ it is good for us to 
be here,'^ too truly, like S. Peter, "not know- 
ing what he said,^' " let us make here taber- 
nacles \^* for how do we know whether it would 
prove as good for us as it is gratifying to our 
tastes or feelings? 
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But how does our '^ Father in heaven^' answer 
this thought of our hearts ? What said He to 
the forward and loving apostle ? ^^ This is My 
beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased/^ May 
we not take this in a practical sense, applying 
it to ourselves thus; ^^ behold My beloved Son, 
your Saviour, in Whom I find all My delight, 
and shall He not suffice you, that you must go 
and seek other delights ?^^ And then it is 
added that when the disciples "looked up 
they beheld none save Jesus/^^ And if we can 
but turn our eyes away from looking down on 
earthly things, and look up towards heaven 
where Jesus sits at the right hand of God, we 
shall learn to see nothing but Jesus with the 
inward eye, whatever objects may be spread 
around us. 



"i&oto is jSttg soul trouWeU, anU tofjat 
sfiall I sag? jFatfjer/' $cC 

What did Jesus do? He turned to His 
Father. Why do not we the same always, 
and address our Father in heaven at once, 
whatever trouble it be wherewith we are trou- 
bled ? Moreover, we have also a Saviour to 
» Verse 8. « S. John lai. 2fl, 
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turn to, Who is our Friend, our Brother, our 
Guide, our Comforter, and Who invites all the 
weary and heavy laden to come to Him, 



&. amircto* 



S. Andrew rejoiced when he saw the cross, 
which was to be the means of his going to re- 
join his heavenly Master. We are called upon 
this day to make this holy apostle and martyr 
our particular example ; but how can we do so 
as regards the crowning act of his glorious 
life ? Is it not evident at first sight that we can 
and ought to imitate him in his readiness to obey 
the Divine call, and to follow Christ in a self- 
denying life ; in his eager seeking to bring 
those he loved best to know their Lord and 
Saviour, in his charitable desire that all who 
were willing should come to know Him also ? 
It may occur to some minds that a willingness 
to face death at the call of duty or that of 
charity may be enjoined by S. AndreVs will- 
ingness to die, or that what is required of us 
is merely a general readiness to submit to the 
universal sentence, which has passed upon all 
men, when God sees fit to summon each one of 
us. But should we not go farther than this. 
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and see in the blessed apostle^s joy at the sight 
of the painful instrument of death, which was 
to take him to his Master, an intimation to all 
true lovers of their Lord, that any means 
should be welcome which will lead them into 
His presence ; not only the last sickness or the 
sudden accident, which wiU speedily admit them 
to it, but also the gradual decay, the lingering 
disease, the various forms of suflfering with 
which mortality is visited in this dying life of 
ours, since thev lead us aU to the end of that 
pilgrimage which must be completed by us, ere 
we can reach that heavenly shrine, where is 
contained the end of all our longings. 

What a diflFerent light would thus be cast on 
the whole subject of sickness, and all its trials, 
which are so hard for human nature to bear, 
unless upborne by heavenly grace. How would 
murmurings be silenced, and discontent vanish 
and give place to serenity and even cheerfulness 
of deportment. But, alas, it must be remem- 
bered as to bodily sufferings in common with 
other severe trials, that "the spirit may be 
willing, but the flesh is weak/^^ That eminent 
sufferer, Silvio Pellico, declared that he found a 
joy in carrying on daily struggle to show calm- 
ness and placidity under continual and varied 
trials and anguish of mind and body, in order 
» S. Matth. xxYi. 41, 
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not to sadden and depress those who endeavoured 
to shed brightness about his sad path ; but he 
owned also that it was a daily warfare^ and we 
must none of -us expect to find it an easy one. 



^^ If we would build on a sure foundation in 
friendship^ we must love our friends for their 
sakes rather than for our own. We must look 
to their truth to themselves full as much as at 
their trouble to us.^^ — Prom C. Bronte's Life : 
Letter to W. S. Williams, Esq. 

This quotation and much that preceded it^ 
leads to many deep thoughts on the subject of 
the ordinary source of men's loves and friend- 
ships^ and we are almost obliged to ask ourselves 
whether in truth most of these are not based on 
self-love, and may not deserve to be called by that 
name rather than by any higher and purer in its 
signification. Perhaps it will not do to go too 
deep into so intricate a subject; perhaps our 
afiections will not bear analyzing; but I am 
induced to make some researches in that direc- 
tion, as the result may be of a very practical 
nature. Let us then distinctly ask^ what is it 
which mortals seek in a husband or a wife^ a 
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firiend or a companion ? Is it not for some- 
thing which will be useful, pleasant, agreeable, 
beneficial, congenial, helpful, &c., to them- 
selves ? A man seeks in a wife for a congenial 
and cheering companion of his fireside, some 
one who shall brighten his dzjz and soothe his 
cares and sorrows: some, indeed, look rather 
for one who will adorn their table, and do them 
honour in the sight of other men. And what 
do men seek in a friend or companion? For 
one from whom they may gain information, re- 
ceive good counsel, have sympathy in time of 
need, and in whose society they may ever find 
both solace and delight. If this be true, or 
taken for granted, let us now ask whether all 
this is blameable, and whether it is to be ex- 
pected of any that they should do the reverse 
of these things. Is a man called on to exercise 
such a spirit of self-sacrifice as to choose for 
his wife one who can be no help to him, (par- 
ticularly supposing him to be in such a condi- 
tion of life that he has to gain his own living,) 
or who, from an ungentle and unamiable temper, 
will be sure to make his fireside miserable ; or 
one who possesses no outward and agreeable 
advantages ? Surely not. Again, is any one to 
select as friend or daily companion one whose 
tastes and tempers, principles and peculiarities 
are uncongenial with his own, so that his com- 
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panionsliip and society never could yield delight 
to him? I suppose not. What then is the 
solution of the diflSculty ? It is this : that as 
regards those ties which are of God^s forming 
and not our own at all, viz., those of relation- 
ship, we are bound to love, and to love endur- 
ingly, even where all these desirable qualifica- 
tions are wanting, and that as a duty which 
wiU be sure to bring its own reward in this 
world or the other : but as regards those ties 
which are of our own seeking, we are free in 
the first instance, viz., as to the choice itself, to 
make it from motives of self-love, and with our 
own interest in view ; but having once made it 
our position is altered, and we are henceforth 
bound to love on, through all discouragements 
and trials of our aflection, as much as in the 
case of relationship by blood. This is mani- 
festly the case as respects the sacred and 
indissoluble tie of holy matrimony ; but it may 
not at first sight appear to be as clearly so with 
regard to those of friendship : yet even in this 
case having once formed for ourselves a sort of 
tie and bond, is there not something of injustice 
and of cruelty in suffering it to be broken by 
the falling off in the friend of that, which at 
first constituted his title to our regard anr) 
liking, whether that be beauty, or power of 
mind and intellect, or his ability to be service- 
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able to us any longer. The question resolves 
itself into this ; is there or is there not a virtue 
in constancy j^er ae ? and is not inconstancy in 
itself something despicable, or at least unlovely, 
and which we are all of us prone to condemn, 
as it were, by instinct, and without analysing 
our reason for so doing? Perhaps the true 
merit of constancy consists in this, that it makes 
us more like to God, Who is the '* I am'' Who 
changeth not, " Who is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever :'' whereas inconstancy 
likens us the rather to the Evil One, who abode 
not in his first estate, but changed his allegiance, 
and who is the author of all change and confu- 
sion in the world. Moreover, we are con- 
tinually exhorted throughout the Scriptures to 
steadfastness, immoveability, abiding firm, &c., 
as to that which is well-pleasing and acceptable 
to God, and our own consciences bear witness 
to the admonition. 



*' iLorlr, if 5Ci|ou Ijalijst been ijere mg ftrotj&er 
ijali not bieO/'' 

Is it not worthy of remark that the very same 
exclamation should have escaped from the lips 
^ S. Jolin xi. 21. 
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of both the sisters of Lazarus^ when they be- 
held our Blessed Lobd on the memorable 
occasion of His visit to them, after the death 
of their beloved and bitterly-lamented brother? 
May we not infer from this, that these words 
were the outpouring of a deep feeling, so natural 
and spontaneous in their case, that we may well 
suppose ourselves to be all liable to the same, 
under circumstances in any degree similar to 
theirs ? 

But how shall we interpret these words so 
full of anguish, which sound so Kke a reproach, 
or a kind of tender respectful upbraiding of 
''the Master," Whom they dearly loved, but 
Whose demeanour towards them in this instance 
they could not understand, which had been the 
cause of much distress to them, and (even as it 
now appears to them) of needless distress and 
anguish ; for if He had only been on the spot 
sooner, their " brother had not died,'' since He 
surely would not have allowed so great a calamity 
to befall those whom He loved so well ? Thus 
they felt, and thus they manifested their belief 
in His power and in His love, but not in the 
perfect wisdom of His acts. In this respect 
they showed a degree of practical unbelief, 
venturing to question the propriety of His stay- 
ing afar oflF during the time of their greatest 
need of His Presence. He Wlio had hitherto 
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manifested so tender a regard for each mem- 
ber of their family, why had He failed them 
now ? Truly the trial of their faith was great ; 
but the result would be that their faith, now 
weak and imperfect, would be strengthened, 
and His power and glory manifested before the 
world. There were indeed deeper reasons why 
all these things had been permitted to happen 
as they did, which these weeping sisters little 
knew. The resurrection of Lazarus was to be 
the prelude to the death of his Deliverer. 

Thus often in the events of our daily lives, we 
are the unconscious instruments of the far- 
reaching purposes of God being wrought out, 
and perhaps the remembrance of this might 
serve to explain to us, or at least to make us 
wonder less at events which befall us or ours, 
and for which we can discern no adequate 
cause. Had we more patience to let God work 
out His will by any means which He sees fit to 
employ, all would be well, and there would be 
fewer murmurs at the darker dispensations of 
Providence, which baffle our imperfect vision. 
But where is that faith? It is beyond the 
reach of most of us, although some of God's 
saints have doubtless attained to it ; and they 
now shine as beacon lights to us during our 
voyage through the great deep, on which God^s 
ways are not to be traced by mortal man. 
d 
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(tiirigt our ®uest in l^olg Communion. 

There is nothing more strange, nor yet, 
alas ! more true, than that it is possible for ns 
to receive such a Guest, no less than a Divine 
One, and yet be scarcely aware of the high pri- 
vilege conferred on us, or keep it in remem- 
brance. Truly, " the lust of other things en- 
tering in,^^^ makes this greatest of Christian 
gifts to be " unfruitful/' It may be, that we 
shrink from the idea of having such a Guest to 
entertain, and think the service required of us 
would be too irksome, did we attempt to pay 
Him the homage which His greatness and con- 
descension in visiting us might justly claim at 
our hands : or else, that we dislike the thought 
of putting that restraint upon ourselves which 
attends the presence of visitors in our homes, 
as to apparel, habits, or occupations ; and would 
rather keep our ordinary ones, and not be 
called upon to suspend them, and live always, 
as it were, in holiday attire. And " haply half 
unblamed" might be such thoughts, if this 
were really the case as regards our heavenly 
Visitor, and our duties towards Him, but it is 
far from being so. Let us again make use of 
the analogy of earthly friends and distinguished 
1 S. Mark iy. 19. 
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guests, and we shall find that there are few in- 
deed of these who require of ns a burdensome 
homage, or that we should place an irksome 
constraint on our usual pursuits and daily duties. 
Certainly the most gifted persons, those most 
worthy of all honour, would be the last to do 
so ; rather, they would be anxious quickly to 
enter into, and sympathize with, all that in- 
terested us, to associate themselves with our 
occupations and pursuits, to share our burdens, 
and lighten our daily toils. And how does the 
Divine Guest of our souls make His presence 
to be felt amongst us in our homes and in our 
hearts? Does He impose a burdensome ser- 
vice, or does He not rather come to ^^ bear our 
burdens, and carry our sorrows,'' to lighten our 
griefs, and heighten our innocent joys ; to bless 
our labours, and sanctify our rest ; to be in fine, 
as a true Friend and Brother to us, " Whose 
conversation hath no bitterness, and to dwell 
with Whom is mirth and joy ?" 

Such is the Guest Who comes to our souls 
in Holy Communion ; and is it not as sinful as 
it is strange and unaccountable, that we can 
be so forgetful of His nearness to us, so want- 
ing in gratitude, so negligent in giving thanks 
and praise to Him Who forgets His own honour 
to secure our happiness and salvation, and to in- 
sure for us everlasting life with Him in heaven ! 
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l^olg Communion after Sicftnegs* 

What a wonderful change in one^s whole 
feeling and state of being, does this blessed 
Sacrament effect after the confinement and te- 
dium, the trial and the sadness of a sick room, 
with its round of invalid habits and many bur- 
dens, necessary as they were at the time, and 
even up to the very moment of emancipation. 
How we have tottered from our chamber, half 
doubtful whether we were really fit (physically) 
. for the effort, which yet we are resolved to make 
in faith, and with much thankfulness, since we 
were^eally permitted to do so. And with 
what a firm step we have returned ! how un- 
necessary do those late appliances for ease and 
rest then seem. How we have felt like persons 
whose chains have fallen from their hands, our 
minds and bodies being alike freed from the 
bonds which had previously held them captive. 
What lightness of spirit j what a cheerful re- 
storation to the society and converse of our 
loved ones. And what had in a short hour, 
effected so great, so marvellous, and so blessed 
a change? The presence of Christ with us, 
and within us. Is it not, as when those whom 
He healed on earth of their diverse infirmities, 
'^ cast away their garments'' or '^ took up their 
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beds and walked/^ and followed their Deliverer, 
their Benefactor, their Saviour, their new-found 
Friend ! How then can any persons be indif- 
ferent, or unbelieving, concerning a gift which 
reveals and proclaims its greatness and its value, 
by producing such gracious and wonderful 
eflfects ! 



5rfje ©olg Communion as a jFeagt on a 
Sacrifice* 

It is very usual to speak of the Sacrifice of 
the Eucharist as a gift beyond all that we could 
have looked for, or expected from God ; and so 
far as our deserts are concerned, no doubt it is 
80 to an inexpressible degree. But in another 
sense, it might indeed have been looked for and 
almost expected, as the perfect fulfilment of all 
that was foreshown and promised by the sacri- 
fices of the Mosaic dispensation, in which, not 
only what the law gave, but what it withheld, 
might likewise be hoped for. Therefore, as the 
sacriGces for sin were not permitted to be eaten, 
and the blood of them was commanded to be 
spilt on the ground, might it not be anticipated 
that all would be diflferent with regard to the 
true sacrifice for the sin of the world, which 
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these bloody sacrifices typified and represented? 
And that henceforth in the commemorative re- 
presentation of the same, the difference would 
be carried out, so that those who offer and those 
who partake thereof, may be allowed to eat and 
drink what had been denied them under the 
elder and less perfect dispensation ? Is there 
not something more satisfactory and consistent 
with the analogy of God^s dealings in this view 
of the institution of the Lord^s Supper, by con- 
necting it with His former gifts to man, and 
making it fit into its own place (as it were) 
amongst Gon^s marvellous works, prepared be- 
fore the foundation of the world, and foreshown 
by the prophets from David to Malachi ? 



'' Eljen tfjeg totlltngis receibrt l^tm into 
tfie gljip, ani immrttattlg tlje gljip toag 
at t\)t lanli toiittfjer tfteg i»ent/'* 

Several of the Holy Evangelists relate the 
miracle of the loaves and the storm which suc- 
ceeded it ; but to the beloved Disciple it was 
reserved to record the above remarkable words, 
by which it would appear, as if by a miracle the 
ship had reached the land the very moment 

» S. John Ti. 21. 



OF A DEPARTED FRIEND. 39 

that our Blessed Lord had set foot therein. 
Yet we have no reason for heUeving this to have 
been the case ; on the contrary, the language 
of another Evangelist makes it clearly appear, 
that the vessel gained the shore by the usual 
mode of approach. Still the words of the be- 
loved Disciple must hold good, of whom it is 
written, " he that saw it bare record, and his 
record is true/^^ We must, therefore, look 
within for the meaning of the passage, and a 
very interesting spiritual interpretation will 
suggest itself ; viz., that what Jesus wills should 
be done, is at once accomplished ! How full 
of encouragement and comfort for us all is this 
thought. But it is not a bare imagination, or 
a mere deduction of our own. It is fully borne 
out by many passages in Holy Scripture. For 
instance, we read in Bom. viii. 30, *^ and whom 
He called, them He also justified ; and whom 
He justified, them He also glorified.^^ He no 
sooner willed the salvation of man, than that 
work was already accomplished in His sight, so 
far as His part in it was concerned ; and al- 
though, in fact, the poor frail bark of our 
eternal felicity was still at sea, and only at the 
outset of its long and perilous voyage, yet was 
it already in His sight as though " steadfast in 
faith, joyful through hope, and rooted in cha- 
* S. John xix. 36. 
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rity/^^ we had so passed the waves of this trou- 
blesome world, as to have reached the land of 
everlasting life ! 



We usually think the fairest landscape im- 
proved by a Wayside Cross ! Why do we not 
learn to look with the same eye on the little 
almost daily drawbacks, cross accidents, which 
meet us amidst all our engagements and plea- 
sures here below, and which by showing us that 
Christ is present with us in them all (for where 
He is, there must be His Cross also,) do in fact 
make them to be really blessed, as coming from 
His and our Father^s loving hand? 



at 3Cf)oug!jt for i\ft aSearg. 

Would a young warrior who had gone out to 
the war full of high hopes, and burning with 
military ardour, but wTio, by the will of God, 
returned after his first or second campaign 
wounded and disabled for active service for the 

^ Baptbmal Service. 
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future, — would such a one sit down in hopeless 
despair and complain that he could do no more 
service for his king or country^ that his life was 
blasted^ and that his days must henceforth pass 
unprofitably? Or, if such were his thoughts 
and feelings when the bitterness of disappoint- 
ment was pressing on him, would they abide, 
or would they give way to better and happier 
ones ? Would he not find that there were yet 
ways open for him in which to serve both king 
and country, whilst home duties would open to 
him a wider field of action than he had found 
in them before, when he was meditating greater 
conquests ? Would it not always console him to 
remember for whom he has incurred the wounds 
which had disabled him, even for his King in 
whose service he delighted ? Meanwhile the 
wounds and scars of the hero who had fought 
and conquered, and in conquering had thus 
suflered, would be honourable in the sight of 
all. Oh ! ye wounded ones in the battle-field 
of life, think on these things. What matters it 
whether death or wounds are met with, in the 
earlier or later part of the warrior^s career, so 
they are met and borne in the service of the 
King of kings, Who will know how to reward 
all that haye bled or suffered for Him ! 
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©n fajorlttng for (Ktib, 

How tempting is the offer of work, of work 
according to our mind : work for God — for His 
Church. It is hard to restrain the imagination 
from running riot and from building up some 
of those unsubstantial castles, which are so apt 
to crumble away at the first touch of reality. 
Still after several hard lessons, we learn in a 
measure to curb our fancies, and so can balance 
with some degree of firmness the advantages 
attending on an active life of labour with some 
good and holy end in view, and the various 
temptations which beset it, such as overen- 
grossment, excitement, mixed motives, self- 
satisfaction, &c. A candid mind cannot blind 
itself to the existence of these dangers, and 
seeks therefore in earnest supplication to be 
kept from temptation, and to obtain that which 
is really best, praying the while that God's 
will may be done, in the full assurance that 
nothing accomplished against or without His 
will can be of any real advantage to us. Mean- 
while, when an offer of work comes to any of 
us, as it seems to come from Him without 
Whom not even the most apparently insignifi- 
cant circumstance in our lives befalls us ; the 
temptation (if it must be deemed one) becomes 
rejyr subtle and beguiling, making that appear 
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good for us which might really prove to be in- 
jurious to our spiritual welfare. But God wills 
not that we should close with the tempting 
offer, and it may be that our relinquishment of 
it is part of the probation He has appointed for 
us. Have we not (some of us at least) already 
experienced how wisely and mercifully the dis- 
cipline of sickness, or some other earthly hin- 
drance and impediment to an active life has 
been allotted to us, expressly as it now appears 
to shield us from the numerous perils and temp- 
tations which we are too weak to resist and 
overcome without such aid ? If it be so with 
us, why wish for health and strength, liberty 
and opportunity, to work for God, since it may 
be safer and more according to His will that 
we should rather wait, bear and even suffer for 
His glory. Let us then learn to leave all to 
Him^ to order for us as He sees best, without 
excitement or overanxiety, seeking really to be 
guided and directed by Him in all things. 



Ufa ^acis* ®oi» to spenlr fjappg iagg* 

To like the events of each day, not because 
they are in conformity with our wills, but be- 
cause our will is in conformity with the events 
of each day. 
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'* I feneijj tfjat SCijou fjearegt JWe alijjagis/'* 

May we without presumption take on our 
own lips the words used by our Blessed Lord, 
when, as He stood by the grave of Lazarus, 
He lifted up His eyes and said, ^^Fathee, 
I thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me, and I 
knew that Thou hearest Me always?'^ Cer- 
tainly they express what all feel who habitually 
seek God in prayer, and refer all things to 
Him, be it sorrow or joy, hopes or fears, 
anxieties or distresses : and what ineffable peace 
is the result, even in the midst of cares and 
trouble, and the inevitable fret and wear of 
human life. "With great truth and beauty it 
has been said that " a life of prayer is a life 
of peace,'^ for as we know that ^' He heareth us 
always,^^ we also know that we shall be answered 
in His own time and way, and shall have all 
that is really good for us and for those whom 
we have commended to Him in earnest prayer. 
And who among us will not add his testimony 
to aflSrm that we never seek in vain for aid or 
guidance, if we ask with all our hearts, as 
those who seek to see the face of God in prayer 
in His Church and before His altar, or in the 
humble retirement of our own chamber ? Has 
1 S. John xi. 42. 
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He not said, ^^ Seek ye My Face /^ and does 
not the soul answer with the Psalmist, " Thy 
Face, Lord, will I seek ?'' 



Efjouflfjts on t&e Clouis* 

When shall we learn to look on things as 
they are, and to set on them ^ only their right 
value ? With regard to this life, its joys and 
hopes, its interests and solicitudes, when shall 
we learn to look on it, not as something solid 
and durable, worthy of all our care and anxiety, 
but rather as resembling what it may well be 
compared to, viz., the vault of heaven when 
entirely veiled with clouds ? This cloudy screen 
is sometimes very lovely to behold : it has 
many charms peculiar to itself: sometimes also it 
is awful in its beauty, big with portentous storms 
so as to rivet our attention and call forth our 
alarm. Many times we are fascinated by its 
soothing loveliness or gorgeous splendour, when 
''the outgoings of the morning and evening 
praise^' their Maker. We gaze on the shifting 
scene with varied feelings of delight and wonder, 
and feel that the artist spoke truly who said that 
"even cloud pictures ought to be highly es- 
teemed, and that we are apt to pass them over 
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too slightingly because they aire pictures only 
in the clouds/' So true it is that we do not 
lay any great store upon what is so proverbially 
transitory, changing, and unsubstantial, how- 
ever great may be its beauty, however touching 
its soft loveliness. We feel that it is only a 
cloud after all : moreover these clouds are a veil 
hiding from us sun, or moon, or stars ; and who 
would not rather behold the clear vault of 
heaven with its glorious luminaries, than the 
fairest canopy of cloud ? No one in his senses 
would wish permanently to retain what hides 
from him that which is beyond, and which is 
so much better. We are glad that the clouds 
are transitory, changing, and unsubstantial, 
because we know they will fade and flee away, 
and leave disclosed the glorious clear sky above 
them. Yet what do we children of men do 
while we allow this life with its ever shifting 
ever varying interests to absorb us, and to 
usurp such a portion of our estimation that it 
would seem we account it to be something 
lasting, solid, and worthy of all our affections, 
desires, and hopes ; instead of being, as it is too 
truly, only a cloud picture, a pageant formed 
of vapour, a screen partially or altogether ob- 
scuring and hiding from us the view of that 
which lies beyond — our true and eternal home 
in heaven ? 
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A MODERN writer has said, ^^ Though evil 
certainly is in part our lot, in how much greater 
degree is good ! For one unhappy person who 
is not made so by his own act, how many thou- 
sands are there who might realise happiness if 
they pleased." A strong and quaint expression, 
but true it is that men might be much happier 
than they are, that there is a kind of happiness 
which it depends in a great measure upon 
themselves whether they will possess or not ; 
for God has put it partly in their own power, 
so that if they are miserable through the want 
of it, this is as much their fault as their mis- 
fortune. I allude to the happiness afforded by 
the exercise of the kindly affections both in the 
family circle and beyond it, by the cultivation 
of peace and harmony with all men, and most 
especially with those to whom God has boimd 
us by any special tie of nature or choice. 
There is no limit to the joy and comfort which 
may by this means be ours, because there is 
none to the Divine grace of charity. It affords 
the nearest approach we know to the bliss of 
heaven, since we are sure that love of the 
highest kind both particular and universal forms 
the most essential part of the felicity of the 
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blessed above. We may thus antedate these 
joys in some small degree even here on earth 
with all its imperfections inseparable from our 
mortal state. What can present so near a 
resiemblance to the blessedness of the other 
world as the sight of relations or friends wor- 
shipping in unison in the same temple of God, 
kneeling at the same altar, and feeding together 
upon the bread of life, while they are brought 
into nearer communion with the spirits of the 
blest 

" Whom they hare loved and missed awhile ?" 

There is enough of joy in moments such as 
these to fill our hearts with deep thankfulness 
for the possession of such blessings, and with 
compassion and sorrow for those who come 
short of it through wilful neglect or culpable 
negligence as regards the cultivation of family 
union and peace and goodwill towards all men. 
They may say it is not their fault but their 
misfortune that they find themselves, as it 
were, compelled to be at variance with some 
men, but is it so in truth ? May we not " seek 
peace and ensue it,^^^ if we will ? Is it not 
said that "when aman^s ways please the Lord, 
He maketh even his enemies to be at peace 
with him ?''^ And would God have commanded 

1 lS.Pet.iii. 11. * Prov. xvi. 7. 
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US that which it was impossible to fulfil ? and 
yet we are expressly enjoined by the inspired 
Word of God, both in the Old and New Testa- 
ments, '^ if we would fain see good days/' to 
obey this precept, and, " as far as in us lies, to 
live peaceably with all men,''i "to put on 
bowels of mercy, kindness, long-suffering ; for- 
bearing one another, and forgiving one an- 
other, if any man have a quarrel against any,''^ 
&c. And again writes S. Paul, "above all 
these things, put on charity, which is the bond 
of perfectness j and let the peace of God rule 
in your hearts, to the which also ye are called 
in one body/'^ 



©n iForgibing antr ietng J^orgtben^ 

Forgiveness of sin — this is what we need ; 
to feel assured of it would secure our happiness 
even on earth. How grateful should we be 
then to any one who would point out a sure 
way of obtaining and securing it for our own. 
"Well, this way has been pointed out ; it is as 
certain as the infallible word of God can make 
it, that the greatest of treasures may be pur- 
chased by us at the price of forgiving others. 

> Bom. xii. 18. ' CoL iii. 12, 13. » CoL iii. 16. 

E 
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But what sort of forgiveness must it be ? Let 
us consider a little. It must be a forgiveness 
that causes us to look on the offender with the 
same eye as if he had never offended us ; that 
owes no grudges, feels no dislike in consequence 
of the offence, harbours no coldness in the 
heart towards him, thinks no worse of him on 
the whole because of that offence, never dwells 
on the remembrance of it, in fact does not 
remember it against him at all, likes and es- 
teems him none the less for it, but excuses it, 
and makes light of it ; in short it must be just 
such a forgiveness as we should like to meet 
with at the hand of God : for is not this the 
royal rule which we are bound to observe in all 
things, viz., to do to others what we would tbey 
should do to us ;* to mete with the same measure 
that we would have measured to us ? Moreover, 
what is the kind of forgiveness which we like 
to receive at the hands of one whom we have 
offended, a justly angered parent for instance? 
Is it a forgiveness which consists in saying it 
forgives, but which we know or fear does not 
forget? which looks on us with another eye 
than it did before we offended ; which keeps a 
certain coolness in the heart. Oh, we can none 
of us bear such a partial and meagre forgiveness 
as this; it could never make us happy or 
> S. Matth. Tu. 12. 
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satisfy US j and shall we deal only such a mea- 
sure as this to others, and flatter ourselves we 
have done enough, even all that is required ? 
Oar own consciences, our own hearts furnish 
the best answer : let ns listen to them, they 
will not mislead us ; but the measure of for- 
giveness they will enjoin and enforce is some- 
thing which exceeds the every-day standard 
current among men, as much as the mercy of 
God bestowed on us, each and all of us sin- 
ful children of men, surpasses that which we 
ordinarily extend to our fellow-oflFenders on 
earth. 



&. iHattij. &. 44, 45, 48- 

'^LovB your enemies, that ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven ; 
for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and 
on the good. Be ye therefore perfect, as your 
Father in heaven is perfect.^' 

How strongly do these words bring before 
us the relationship into which we have been 
brought with God imder the Christian Cove- 
nant. We are here spoken of as children, and 
the fitness of our resembling Him in character 
is pointed out^ (if one may use such words 
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without irreverence,) in terms which might be 
used concerning a man and his earthly parent. 
We are all familiar with the expression so often 
on men's lips of ^' he is a true sobl of his 
father/^ or such like; and Tery natural are 
these resemblances between an earthly parent 
and his child : but that we should be spoken of 
in Holy Writ, ?iay, mwe, by our blessed Lord 
Himself when on earth, as having a sort of 
right to resemble our Father Which is in 
heaven " because we are His children/^ is an 
honour and a privilege with which wp cannot 
but be highly impressed as we read these gra* 
cious words. 



temptations 

What is it to be tempted ? Is it not to 
have a will, a choice of our own, and to find 
ourselves devoid of that self-command which 
would enable us to deny that will, and relinquish 
ikhat choice, when the doing so is an act of loyalty 
demanded of us by God, and the not doing so 
is a dereliction of our duty to Him. S. James 
tells us that ^' every man is tempted when he is 
drawn away (that is, attracted and led) of his 
own Just: then when lu»t hath conceived, it 
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biingeth forth wn."^ And whence proceeds 
this— our liability to temptation, or to being 
blinded by desire, which, as it were, throws 
dust in our eyes that we may not see we are 
being misled until we open our eyes to dis- 
cover that we have been hoodwinked and led 
away by the deceitfulness of sin, into offending 
against God, grieving the Holy Spirit, and 
wounding our own consciences ? Is it not be- 
cause our wills are so little conformed through 
love to God's will? because we are so little 
united with His Will, are so seldom, if ever, 
without a choice, that is, a will of our own on 
any matter? Were it otherwise, how should 
temptation have so great a power over us? 
But then it may be said in answer to this, that 
since our Divine Redeemer was perfectly united 
to God, ''holy, harmless, and undefiled,"^ He 
must have been (according to this view) wholly 
beyond the power of temptation, and yet we 
read in the passage of Scripture before us that 
He was tempted. What does this mean ? and 
how can we reconcile such apparently discordant 
passages of Holy Writ as these, viz., where He 
says through David, '' I delight to do Thy will, 
O My God, yea. Thy law is within My heart,''' 
and again when He tells the disciples that His 

. » S. James L 14, 15. « Heb. yii 26. 

» P». xl. a 
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meat is " to do the will of Him that sent Me/'* 
with such as these, viz., where the Prophet 
Isaiah says of Him, " He shall not judge after 
the sight of His eyes, neither reprove after the 
hearing of His ears /'^ and where He says of 
Himself, '^ I came down from heaven not to 
do Mine own will, but the will of Him that 
sent Me-/'^ and again in that most touching 
passage where He says, "Now is My soul 
troubled; and what shall I say? Fatheb, 
save Me from this hour; but for this cause 
came I unto this hour. Father, glorify Thy 
Name.'^* Lastly, in that most solemn and 
awful one, where we hear Him pray, " Fatheb, 
if Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me ; 
nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done/^^ 
Had He then indeed a will diverse from, and 
which could be opposed to, that of His heavenly 
Father, or said He things wholly for our sakes, 
for our encouragement and example? In the 
history of the temptation in the wilderness we 
find Him actually assailed by the suggestions 
of the Evil One, who would have had Him 
yield impatiently to the desire for bodily relief, 
trust presumptuously in the Providence and 
promises of God, and obtain the projQTered gift 
of power and dominion at the price of an act 

1 S. John iy. 34. > Isa. xi. 3.. ' S. John yi. 8& 

^ B. John JoL 27. » S. Lnke xxii. 42. 
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of homage to tte Prince of this world, and of 
dereliction towards His heavenly Father; all 
of these He repelled by the weapons furnished 
in the Word of God ; and more than this we 
know not, neither can we presume to penetrate 
into so great and fathomless a mystery as the 
temptation by the Evil One of the all-holy Son 
of God. We are assured by S. Paul for our 
comfort, that ^' He was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin/'^ We, therefore, 
who are but the sinful children of man, cannot 
hope ever to attain to so high a degree of uni- 
formity with the will of God, as that we should 
not be liable to be often tempted and led away 
to fulfil the devices and desires of our own 
hearts. But shall we therefore despair and give 
up all attempt to unite our will to that of our 
heavenly Father by filial love ? Far be this 
from us, since we know that to attain to any 
height of virtue we must aim much higher than 
we can hope to reach. Let us then aim at the 
highest, so may we attain to some measure of 
that blessed conformity with the wUl of God, 
from which proceeds true peace and strength to 
resist temptations when they arise. 

» Heb. iv. 15. 
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Efje f^olg ©ags after (iCfiristmas^ 

Has it not occurred to many among iis to 
wish the Church had not appointed, that these 
holy days should follow so closely upon Christ-* 
mas Day, thereby distracting our thoughts from 
the blessed Mystery commemorated on that 
most joyous of our religious festivals, and 
breaking in on its holy calm with thoughts of 
suffering and scenes of martyrdom ? Should we 
not prefer that Christmas Day had been left to 
6tand alone, or had been, prolonged by the 
addition of other days dedicated to the same 
mystery, as in the case of Easter and Whitsun* 
tide? Does not Christmas seem to be thus 
dethroned all too soon from its supreme sove- 
reignty over all oar thoughts and affections at 
this holy season ? Let us, howevet', examine 
whether our regret is not unfounded, and one 
which, like many of our religious perplexities, 
proceeds from an imperfect realization of that 
which nevertheless we are earnestly endeavour*- 
ing to realize and enjoy. Now with regard to the 
cheering festival of the Nativity which we cannot 
bear to see dimmed in its brightness by the inter- 
vention of other lights, is our fear a reasonable 
one? Surely, if we have built, as it were, and 
consecrated a little oratory in our hearts where- 
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in the Divine Infant holds His court, and re- 
ceives the homage of our affections and our devo- 
tion, we shall be looking out for means whereby 
to honour Him, arid for offerings to bring Him, 
and then shall we not hail most joyfully the 
approach of the noble army of martyrs as re- 
presented by S. Stephen the proto-martyr, and 
the Church of the first-bom, personated in S. 
John and the Holy Innocents, all of whom are 
now bringing their palms and crowns to the 
Holy Child in the stable and the manger, and 
cast them down at His sacred Feet? Who 
could have been chosen as more fitted for the 
honour of being the first to draw near the 
Lamb of God without blemish and without 
spot, foreordained before the foundation of the 
world, than that company of children and child- 
like souls who are now rising before our eyes 
like the bright stars of the winter skies ? Here 
are the young and the pure in heart, the holy 
and devoted S. Stephen, the first to shed his 
blood for the Lord; S, John, whom we behold 
a little later leaning on his Master's Bosom ; 
the little infants who unconsciously honoured 
Him as their King, though so lately bom 
amongst them, by losing their '^ little span of 
life*' in His stead, to find eternal life laid up 
for them in His heavenly kingdom for ever. 
How beautiful, moreover, is the thought that 
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all the blessed saints may be considered now 
and ever to be doing homage to their great 
King^ for thus are they revealed to us by the 
inspired pen of S. John himself^ as ^^ a great 
multitude which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and peoples, and tongues, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their 
hands, and crying with a loud voice, saying, 
Salvation to our God, Which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb."^ 



Efje Sonfl of ISirtrs melancfjolg* 

There is something in the song of birds in 
the spring-time of the year, which after early 
youth is passed and the autumn of life is ap- 
proaching, thrills the heart loo deeply to excite 
a sensation of joyousness, though the song in 
itself is a joyous one, and would convey that 
impression to an unbiassed mind. Is it not 
that there is too much of association con- 
nected with the soimd, and recollection gene- 
rally wears an imprint of sadness? For the 
same reason music, as life wears on, is apt to 
sadden rather than to cheer, and we begin to 
1 Bev. vU. 9, 10. 
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think that we are mistaken when we say, (as it 
were from habit,) that we are " fond of musie/^ 
It is too much interwoven with souvenirs, and 
bears too often on its wings the voices which 
we can never hear again till we hear them, if 
this be granted to us, united in chorus with 
those of angels, and of the blessed in heaven. 
But to return to the song of birds, whose 
animating notes should rather assist us to lift 
up our hearts, than cause them to sink in de- 
pression. How shall this be? May we not 
attain to it by striving to associate with their 
songs things not of earth, which do but perish 
in the grasp, but things in heaven, and, '^ while 
we may,^^ lift our faces to the skies ? 

" For God's promise it is sure, 
His rewards, they shall endure." 

Thus shall it come to pass that ^' Spring sang 
of heaven.^^ And how does it sing ? Surely 
more by the sweet song of birds than by the 
new garb with which it decks the earth, and 
preaches to us of a future resurrection and re- 
generation of the earth and heaven. That that 
which recalls recollections of the past should 
be melancholy, proceeds, if we analyze the 
source of our feelings, from the fact that it 
speaks of unfrdfilled hopes and longings, and 
that it -brings before us a saddening retrospect 
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of disappointed or only partially fulfilled expec- 
tations and attempts : that it preaclies loudly 
of the brevity^ uncertainty, unsatisfying nature 
of eartVs best gifts and prizes. We can over- 
come this mortifying and painful impression of 
the past and its failures only by cultivating in 
lieu of it a lively anticipation of future solid 
and satisfying joys 'Haid up for us" and ours 
'' in heaven," when the time shall come for the 
'' redemption of the purchased possession."^ 



3Lobe for aiutumn. 

Several reasons have been suggested, but 
none that appear wholly satisfactory, why Au- 
tumn should be preferred by some to Spring, 
that favourite season of which so much has been 
said and sung. I am more disposed to trace a 
connection between this feeling and that which 
we all have concerning friendships, according 
to that which we read, ''Forsake not an old 
friend, for the new is not comparable to him,"^ 
&c. It is true that the first dawn of a new 
firiendship, like the first breath of spring, is 
full of undefined hopes and expectations, and 
like that sends a thrill of joy and delight 
' Ephea. 1 14. ' EooUii. ix. 10. 



OF A DEPARTED FRIEND. 61 

through our whole being ; but just as after the 
earliest day of springs there follow many chilly 
and bleak ones^ and as the progress towards 
summer is slow and tedious, so with our firiend- 
ships. The touch of reality dissolves the golden 
haze which illuminated our first impressions, 
and which imagination had a great part in 
weaving around the objects of them, and the 
springtide of a new friendship is often very 
disappointing. But when we have passed to- 
gether through all the summer-time, with its 
bright days and not unfrequent storms, through 
the hot sunshine of tri^ and temptation, then 
we feel we are old friends, and the remaining 
days of our intercourse, ere the winter of death 
separates us, are very sweet, the more so for 
the 1 ensive sadness which overshadows them, 
even as the autumnal haze which partially veils 
^\^i bright hues and cheering sunshine of an 
October day. "The very knowledge that the 
beauties of the autumnal season will not be of 
long duration, makes us the more anxious to en- 
joy them to the utmost while they last, and the 
anticipation of a long separation, and of part- 
ing for ever in this world, gives an additional 
zest to the days which it is yet granted us to 
spend together on earth. 
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CfjaractetjS antr Fotces. 

Some female characters may be likened to a 
beautiful voice, of which we say that it is of 
great compass. The deep contralto tones may 
be compared with the sensibility, tenderness, 
sympathy, and warm affections of the character 
we would describe ; while the high clear notes 
are like the sparkling vivacity and gaiety which 
startle by their contrast; and the intervening 
octaves, are the gentle, every-day, unshowy 
virtues, ever in use, and the most necessary, 
though the least prized, as being more often 
to be met with. Perhaps the resemblance is 
not the less complete, because, in such a voice, 
there is usually some one or more notes on 
which it fails, naturally requiring much care 
and culture to counteract the weakness; for 
where is the character to be found on earth 
which is wholly faultless, without one weak 
point, and not requiring peculiar discipline and 
a constant watchfulness ? 



^n Sncomnurn Cfjaracter. 

That must be an uncommon character in a 
woman^ the possession of which enables her to 
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seek rather to do good in society than to avoid 
harm, so that the subject of self-examination at 
night is not as to what unamiable feelings, or 
unguarded words, she may have been betrayed 
into, but what words she may have left unsaid 
which might have proved useful to the hearer, 
without any overforwardness in the speaker. 
Yet this is a true and living character. 



Suffereris anli SgmpatfjtjSerg* 

Dr. Johnson insists much on the duty of 
exactness of speech, so as never if possible to 
convey a false impression. How desirable it 
would be that persons should observe this pre- 
cept when writing to others concerning any 
trial or trouble that may have befallen them, so 
as not to overtax the sympathy of the corres- 
pondent, or put a stone of stumbling in his way, 
by inducing him to question, or to cavil at the 
ways of Providence as regards his afflicted 
firiend. As it is, people are very thoughtless 
on this point ; they relieve themselves by com- 
plaining to others, and it does not occur to them 
how much harm they may do by their very par- 
tial disclosure of the truth, as regards their 
actual condition. They convey, perhaps^ the 
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impression that they are perfectly miserable 
when they are in fact far from being so. They 
dwell on the evils which form part of their lot, 
and forget to speak of the ccHnpensations which 
likewise belong to it. They speak of the fresh 
troubles which have come upon them^ but do 
not remind the hearer of the daily mercies 
which still abide with them. Thns^ a very 
untrue view of their real case is taken by 
the sympathising friend who wonders at such 
sorrows being allowed to overwhelm any of 
God's creatures, and fancies them to be a 
burden almost too heavy to he borne. Thus 
also, the Creator's ways, and His Fatherly 
love and care are called in question ; and all 
this might be avoided by a more scrupulous ad- 
herence to truth, and by having the candour to 
say to a friend, " Now I do not wish yoii to 
make yourself miserable for me, for I am not 
so myself. Pity me, pray for me, but do not 
allow yourself to be too much depressed by the 
thought of my troubles, as though I were pressed 
too hard, ^r were without consolation and sup- 
port under them.'^ It is a good plan also to tell 
your friend what you would particularly wish 
him to ask for you in prayer. This will not only 
facilitate his doing so, and make him more dis* 
posed to do it than he might be if left with the 
rague impression of having to pray^ scarce 
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knowing what he should ask for ; but it will go 
a long way towards giving him a correct in- 
sight into the state of your mind at that time, 
and of the real nature of your grief. Of course 
his prayer need not be bounded by that injunc- 
tion ; he may use his own discretion, nay, he 
may even see it to be fitting to ask for things 
different firom, or even the opposite of what you 
have bid him to seek for; but the end will be 
obtained, viz., the real good of the sufferer 
without hurt and detriment to the sympathiser. 



31 ^assinfl Elfon^t 

The Nightingale is known to sing all the 
time he has a nest to watch and keep. He 
sits opposite to it, looks at it, and sings un- 
ceasingly as it would seem, but it is said that 
he takes the place of the other parent some- 
times, and then he does not sing, for, so do- 
ing, he would betray the place of his dear 
nest. What a thrilling song it is ! Is it sad 
or joyful? Is there at least some sadness 
mingled with the gushing joy which whistles 
through so many of its notes ? If there be that 
admixture of sadness, may it not possibly be 
that sadness which dwells so near to joy^ that 
1? 
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when the latter reaches its greatest heights of 
ecstasy^ it touches on the dominion of sorrow, 
and carries away a shade from her face ? Who 
has gazed on the exquisite Assimiption of Guido 
at Ooioay and not been struck by the expres- 
sion so akin to grief, of that enraptured heaven- 
seeking countenance? All joy, without that 
shade of sorrow, would not have the depth, the 
holiness necessary for the idealization of the 
most perfect happiness. Does not this thought 
teach us the nature of that bliss which is allotted 
to redeemed man in heaven ? a joy different in 
kind, perhaps more intense, than that enjoyed 
at the creation by the angels, when " all the 
sons of God shouted for joy'^^ in their inno- 
cent unclouded glee, that truly childlike happi- 
ness, of which the unthinking joy of childhood 
on earth offers a faint resemblance. But to 
return to the nightingale. He sings all day, 
whatever be the weather. The most unceasing 
ri^n quenches not his joy, checks not his ex- 
pression of it. What an example to thankless 
murmuring man (who is so soon dejected by a 
little cheerless weather,) bidding him if he has 
a home, full of beings he loves, to rejoice and 
be glad, whatever the weather may be without, 
and chiding him for his forgetfulness of benefits. 
^ Job zzxYiiL 7. 
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®n aKorfefnfl for ffiolj. 

" What is that to thee ? PoUow thou Me/'^ 
Might not this remarkable reply of our 
Blessed Lord to the inquiry of His ardent Dis- 
ciple, S. Peter, be applied with a more ex- 
tended signification to many an earnest-minded 
Christian in these days, for the repressing of 
unprofitable curiosity concerning many things, 
to the injury of simpleness of aim and purity of 
motive? Might it not be said to those who 
while they are really desirous to devote them" 
selves, and all which is theirs, to the service of 
God, and to His glory, allow themselves to 
pause in their work, from time to time, in order 
that they may ascertain what has been achieved, 
and how and what have been the results and 
the profit of their labour? who love to see this 
profit, and hold it as it were in their hand as 
the reward of their toil ; in short, to have some 
present reward and to enjoy the same. Of such 
it may be said, that they are good workmen, 
yet to them may be addressed, not in accents 
of stem rebuke, but in tones of gentle admo- 
nition, " What is that to thee, follow thou Me," 
which may thus be interpreted, '' What is it you 
are really working for ? Is it for Me simply, 
^ S. John xzL 22. i 
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and to advance My glory, and fulfil My pur- 
poses^ or is it to gain honour from men, and to 
live in their mouths ? If for Me, be careful 
that ye be not deceived, and drawn aside from 
simpleness of heart and purpose, lest you lose 
your reward/^ Again, some are wont to be 
busy about the affairs and actions of other men, 
to inquire willingly about the manner in which 
they carry on the work of their Divine Master, 
and they readily pass censure, or give their ap- 
plause, according as the actions of others co- 
incide with their own views of right and wrong. 
They forget that of these their fellow- workmen, 
it may be said, '^ To their own Master they shall 
stand or fall/' " What is that to thee ? Follow 
thou Me/^ What is right for one may not be 
so in the case of another. If your own path 
has been marked out for you by an unerring 
hand, and it has been granted you to discern 
and walk in it, let that suflSce you, continue in 
it, without seeking to ascertain whether many 
have been invited to tread the same path or 
not ; that is nought to thee ; follow thou thy 
Lord. Nothing in these remarks, however, is 
meant to imply that men should be indilQFerent 
as to what is doing around them, and in the 
Church at large; far from it; nay, there is 
much evil which accrues even now to the Church 
from many zealous labourers, isolating them- 



OF A DEPARTED FRIEND. 69 

selves too much in their work, and thus arriving 
at a distorted view of the relative importance 
of things, and bestowing much labour in vain 
ofttimes upon trifling or unessential matters, 
to the comparative neglect of that which is 
really important in the sight of God. All that 
is intended is to suggest that there is with 
some, too great a desire to see all things with 
the eyes, and enjoy the fruit of their labour 
here and now. Doubtless this reward is given 
to some, and when permitted from on high, it 
may be enjoyed without misgiving; but how 
often do we see it withholden even from the 
most faithful and beloved of God^s servants. 
Many a time has the bed of sickness detained 
the founder and builder of some fair fane, 
erected at his cost for the worship of God, and 
to the glory of His name, at the proud moment 
of its dedication to His service. 

These things are looked on as untoward ac- 
cidents and subjects for regret, and nothing 
further; but they are of suflSciently frequent 
occurrence to induce us to look on them as 
traceable to a particular dispensation of God^s 
Providence, and to see in it an indication that 
there is something better, and a privilege more 
blessed than for a man to behold the work of 
his hands, and hear his own praises sounded by 
the mouths of numbers among his fellow men« 



I 
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The inward consciousness of God^s approval^ 
the "still small voice/' breathing the words, 
^' Well done, thou good and faithful servant/'* 
is a higher reward than the beholding of his 
accomplished work, with the danger of losing 
something of his purity of aim and object. He 
knows the evil of mixed motives, shrinks from 
them, and ever hears the gracious but awful 
words of his Lord, "Behold, I come quickly; 
hold that fast, which thou hast, that no man 
take thy crown/'^ 



Con&ersion of &. ^auL 

"Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?''^ 
Observe the words of Saul, when struck to 
the ground and dazzled by the light of Christ's 
glorious Presence, he believes that He Who 
speaks to him with such overwhelming proofs 
of Power and Majesty, is indeed no other than 
" Jesus of Nazareth/' Whom he has up to that 
moment persecuted to the death. " Lord, what 
wilt Thou have me to do ?" No words could 
have expressed more fully, the entire prostra- 
tion of his spirit before a superior power, which 
had suddenly and at once succeeded to his 
' 8. Matth. xxy. 21. * Bev. iii U. » Aots ix. 6. 
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self-confidence and lofty bearing. How unlike 
tliis^ is the spirit manifested in many of us^ 
wlien awakened to a sense of duties neglected^ 
of a wrong course pursued hitherto, and the 
desire to act very diffierently for the time to 
come I We are prone to ask ourselves what we 
should do for Ood I He asked his Lord what 
He would have him to do. Accordingly he was 
guided to Ananias in the first instance, and 
then by him, even as our Lord had said to him, 
in answer to his humble appeal, '' Arise, and go 
into Damascus, and it shall be told thee of all 
things which are appointed for thee to do.^' 
We read that he was led by the hand to Da- 
mascus, and ever after, through the whole of 
his course, he was as one led or sent to fulfil the 
will of Ood, rather than as one who shaped his 
own course. First, we find the disciples at Da- 
mascus ^^ taking him^^ and letting him down by 
the wall in a basket when his life was endan- 
gered by the fury of the Jews : next, it is the 
Apostle Barnabas who ^' takes him,^^ and brings 
him to the Apostles, and acts as mediator be- 
tween him and the disciples at Jerusalem, who 
had difficulty in believing him to be traly a 
disciple. And when on one occasion he would 
fain have been the disposer of his own life, and 
chose in his heart rather to preach the Oospel 
amongst his own nation, than to the Oentiles, 
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even after our Lord had Himself appeared to 
him in the temple while he prayed^ and was in 
a trance^ i)idding him ^' make haste and depart 
out of Jerusalem/^ that gracious Master Himself 
became his Guide^ adding^^ ^'Depart, for /will 
send thee far hence unto the Gtentiles." Thus we 
see that this great yessel of election was to do and 
suffer many and great things for his Lord^ but 
only as an instrument in the hands of that Lobd^ 
and nothing as of himself. What a lesson to 
human pride ! what a lesson to us I and how 
much we need it, prone as we are to trace out 
paths for ourselves, to choose our own work, 
never doubting but that we are in the right 
way, and doing that which is well-pleasing to 
God, provided we are doing work for Him, but 
forgetting to ask Him first whether our faces 
be set in the right direction, and whether we 
are in truth doing what He would have us to 
do I K our servants were to serve us in this 
independent manner, should we consider our- 
selves well served? Should we not rather be 
displeased? Were they to execute some work 
of mere ornament for us, when we had useful 
work that needed to be done, should we thank 
them much for the pains they had bestowed on 
it, to please us, as they deemed, but in reality, 
in detriment to the service which we had looked 
1 Acts zxii. 21. 
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for at their hands ? This is then a safe test by 
which to try our service towards our Heavenly 
Master. Is it that which a good servant would 
do? Or are we still bent on self- pleasing^ and 
deceiving ourselves into the belief that we are 
working for Christ ? Surely the right thing 
for each of us to do^ is to ask and seek honestly 
to discover what that portion of work is, which 
our Master in heaven has allotted for us, and 
for which we shall be responsible when He 
comes to take account of His servants concern- 
ing the talents which He has entrusted to each 
of them. To the performance of this with 
diligence and conscientiousness, we should ap- 
ply our whole care, and our most earnest 
endeavours, but beyond this we should not 
trouble ourselves at all : and is not our whole 
duty expressed in the petition we make each 
time we unite in the Thanksgiving in our Office 
for Holy Communion, when we ask that we 
may still continue in the holy fellowship of 
the Mystical Body of Christ, which is the 
blessed company of all faithful people, and do 
those good works which God would have us 
to do? 

Let us then be content, like S. Paul, to be 
led by the hands, as not seeing, and needing 
guidance, rather than to follow our '' own de- 
vices and desires/^ and let us not despise such 
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holy subserviency and subjection^ as suited 
only to " babes in Christ/' remembering that 
to childlike souls alone is promised the kingdom 
of heaven. 



^^ Philip findeth Nathaniel^ and saith unto 
him^ We have found Him of Whom Moses in 
the Law and the Prophets did write ; Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph/^ ^ 

I have never seen these words of S. Philip 
particularly remarked upon as giving evidence 
of a strong and clear belief beyond what was 
possessed even by the other Apostles, excepting 
of course the famous confession made by S. 
Peter : but surely it is worthy of especial notice 
and praise, that such words should have been 
addressed by S. Philip to Nathaniel, a man of 
superior birth and edacation probably, and we 
cannot but admire the simplicity and boldness 
which caused the new disciple of an (as yet) 
unknown and unrecognized Teacher, to confess 
so firmly his belief that the Son of a carpenter 
in a small city of the despised country of Ga- 
lilee, was indeed the Messiah so long foretold, 

^ S. John i. 45. 
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SO much waited for^ and Whose coming was not 
expected to be after so humble a manner. We 
are the more surprised at these proofs of belief 
in that which had as yet no outward manifes- 
tation^ because the Apostles so often in the 
course of our blessed Lord's ministry, fell far 
short of a full and perfect belief, so as to call 
forth many a gentle and loving rebuke. How 
often have we felt astonished at their want of 
fedth, and have been inclined to pass a harsh 
judgment upon them, thinking perhaps that we 
should have been more ready to believe, more 
quick in understanding. But what presumption 
is this ! How utter an ignorance does it show 
of ourselves, and our own sin of practical un- 
belief, by which we offend continually. Who 
among us is not compelled to confess that his 
own active faith in the blessed doctrine of a 
resurrection and another life (the very truth 
which the Apostles were so slow in apprehend- 
ing,) is quite as weak as theirs, and that with- 
out the same causes of justification : for what 
was future to them is past to us. " Christ has 
risen, and is become the first-fruits of the re- 
surrection.'^ Yet where is our faith, when our 
loved ones are taken from U9, or when this life 
becomes a burden through sickness or loneli- 
ness, or from any other cause ? Is our expec- 
tation of a brighter scene, a happier land, so 
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lovely^ that we cheerfoUy and nnrepiiiiiigly en- 
dure the '^manifold temptations^' which cause 
our temporary '^ sadness ?'' If we did realize^ but 
in part and faintly^ the joys of that future state 
which is promised and pledged to us^ after this 
our time of probation is over^ could we utter a 
single complaint ? would a murmuring voice be 
heard among us? Surely not. It is plain^ 
therefore, that we do not believe, save with that 
passive faith which honours God but little, and 
affords small comfort to ourselves. Very dif- 
ferent was the nature of the faith of that poor 
peasant, who expressed to a good Bishop a great 
desire to know whether or not he was likely 
to recover from his sickness, because the de- 
scriptions he had heard of heaven and of Para* 
disc caused him to long so earnestly to depart 
thither. Such a desire has need to be tem- 
pered by resignation, but it is only rational in 
a Christian ; and oh ! that it were more com^* 
mon, that by patience and comfort of the Holy 
Word of God, we did indeed embrace and hold 
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which 
has been given us through Jesus Christ our 
Lord t Then should we no longer be put to 
shame by those, whose eager desire for some 
temporal good is an intimation to us of what 
should be our desire for the things eternal. 
Tbo$e^ who await an earthly bridal, rejoice at 
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the close of each day which brings them nearer 
to their expected happiness, and should not 
Christians feel the same^ when awaiting the 
return of the Bridegroom of their souls Who 
is coming to claim them for His own^ and take 
them to dwell with Him for ever in His hea- 
venly mansions^ if they have indeed learnt here 
below to ^^ love His appearing V^^ 



S>. Blames tide fflfreat 

How can we imitate this saint ? There are 
but few of his actions which are recorded for 
our imitation. We hear often of his readiness 
to obey his Master^s call at the lake. But 
there is one more way in which he evinced rea- 
diness to obey His call, where likewise we may 
all imitate him. His boldness and demeanour 
at the hour of death, when condemned by a 
tyi'&nt to a violent and bloody martyrdom, con- 
verted the soldier who was to execute the sen- 
tence, and made of him a follower of Christ 
and a martyr. If we, by our readiness to meet 
sudden death, or by our willingness to endure 
whatever painful sickness is the messenger of 
death to us, should allure to Christ, and to 

» 2 Tim. ir. 8. 
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His religion any who had not hitherto felt and 
owned its power^ we shall have a share in the 
blessedness of the saint of this day. 



©n Moxhins for a f&nsttx. 

How inspiring to labour it is to have a task 
to accomplish, some one to whom to give ac- 
count for the spending of our time, and whose 
approbation we hope to gain, if we have turned 
it to good account. Thus it is, with regard to 
any earthly study or pursuit, especially that of 
painting. Ah ! why do we not remember and 
hear continually in mind, that we have a Master 
in heaven ; that all our works form part of the 
task imposed on us hy Him to Whom we shall 
have to give account for th6 use of all our time ; 
that His approbation or displeasure alone will 
be of real consequence to us in eternity. If 
having an earthly Master quickens our endea- 
vours, makes us eager to lose no moment of 
time on trifling things, gives point to our ex- 
istence, preventing languor and aimlessness, and 
serving as much for encouragement as stimulus, 
why should it not be the same with regard to 
spiritual matters ? Time is ever flowing on as 
s liver; this is a trite saying, do we really lay 
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it to heart? Should not the thought of a 
Heavenly and Almighty Master, be more con- 
straining as a motive for action, daily, hourly, 
than that of a human being whose breath is in 
his nostrils, who is erring in judgment, however 
great his knowledge ? Shall not the thought 
of the omniscience of God be a comfort to us, 
as well as a cause for fear and reverential awe 
before Him ? Surely it ought to be so ; for as 
He knows us so perfectly. He knows all the 
good intent as well as the weak performance, 
the sincerity (if such there be) as well as the 
imperfection of our works. It is written, " the 
Father hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son,'' "because He is the Son of Man.'^i 



©n STagfts atti JKasteris* 

We are often inclined to find fault with the 
tasks imposed on us by a master when his pre- 
sence is withdrawn. But when he is present, 
how different is our feeling : not only respect 
and propriety prevent our uttering a complaint, 
but we feel no inclination to do so. The whole 
aspect of things is changed : that which ap- 
peared irksome, becomes agreeable to us, be- 

> S. John T. 22, 27. 
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cause there is no longer any clasliing of our 
will with that of our teacher. What a change ! 
and all this is the result of personal inflaenoe 
combined with respect. 

If such is the case as regards worldly tasks^ 
and an earthly master^ how much more will it 
be so in a fatnre state^ when all at which we 
have been tempted to cavil in Gtod's dispensa- 
tions towards us^ will change its aspect, and we 
shall neither venture to mnrmnr against them, 
nor indeed feel any inclination to do so ; our 
wills being at once at the sight of onr heavenly 
Master fused into His, so that all, which He 
has ordained for us formerly, will appear to have 
been right and most desirable, as being the very 
best that could have been ordained for us. 
Such a thought in itself brings peace. 



^^ But joy cometh in the morning.''^ 
I know not whether it may be common to 
many, or an unfortunate peculiarity of my own ; 
but with me joy is not the first thing to come 
naturally in the morning : I seldom rise with 
the same serenity with which I lay down to 
' Pb. xtx. 6. 
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rest. If in some time of trouble (whether it 
be of bereavement, anxiety, or any kind of 
trial,) I have gone to rest with feelings of re- 
signation, trust, and comparative cheerfulness, 
the result of meditation and prayer; I wake, 
and find that I have to begin the work over 
again, for those feelings have not awoke with 
me. Either they are yet asleep, or they have 
flown from me : I have to recall them to me 
again. Why is this ? Has some evil spirit been 
permitted to approach, and rob me of my spi- 
ritual armour whilst I slept ? But surely, if 
the guardian angel/ to whom each one of us is 
entrusted, does indeed condescend to watch 
about us and guard our slumber through all 
the hours of night and darkness, he would not 
permit the foe to gain this advantage over us ? 
No ; we have not been robbed of our spiritual 
armour, for we find it lies quite near us, and 
we may quickly reinvest ourselves with it, if 
we will. True, we must take up each part, and 
put it on piece by piece (even as we do the 
several portions of our bodily clothing,) till we 
are once more armed cap-a-pie, and can boldly 
go forth to meet the encounters of the new day 
opening before us. Perhaps indeed it is thus 
ordered for us purposely, that we may have 
occasion to prove our loyalty to our Heavenly 
King by this slight daily efibrt and proof of our 
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renewed willingness to serve and fight for Him. 
Nay, moreover, this may be what is signified, 
in part, by that saying of onr blessed Lord, 
that we must each take up our cross daily. 
How much is implied doubtless in these few 
words ! we must not merely endure that a burden 
should be laid upon us, nor may it suffice that 
we should continue to carry that with which we 
are already charged. But we must willingly take 
it up ourselves, and do this daily. How could 
this be if one day^s work made that of the next 
(and of each succeeding one,) more and more 
easy ; and if there were no fresh struggle until 
some new trial came ? That service, which cost 
so little, would be less acceptable to God. Let 
us then thank Him, if He removes not fix)m 
us a daily combat, which we may improve to 
His glory and our own salvation. 



©n tfje i^outti of Sacrrt Seagons. 

It has frequently been pointed out, how wisely 
our Holy Mother the Church has acted in ap- 
pointing certain seasons, for the commemoration 
of the divers events in the life on earth of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and of the various parts 
ot the scheme of our redemption. But to speak 



or A DEPARTED FRIEND. 83 

only of the greater Festiyals and Fasts : how 
is it ordered that they should succeed one ano- 
ther as they do, leading us on, — ^yes, even com- 
peliing us, — sometimes to bow down our heads 
in humility and contrition before our Maker 
and our Divine Redeemer, sometimes to lift up 
our hearts, and rejoice before God. For is it 
not most true that many of us would be prone 
to do neither of these things, were we left 
wholly to ourselves and to our own guidance ? 
With some it may be needful to enforce periods 
of more serious thought, and of at least out- 
ward humiliation ; in the case of others, it may 
be equally necessary that spiritual joy should 
be inculcated as a duty, and made obligatory 
by the character of the sacred season. How 
saddening to many of us are the penitential 
offices and discipline of Lent I while there are 
others who find in them so much which is con- 
genial to their wants and spiritual infirmities, 
that it is only by a great effort they can bring 
themselves to relinquish them, and let them 
give place to the joy and exultation of Easter 
and Ascensiontide ! Such broken and contrite 
hearts, such bruised and dejected spirits, need 
to be lifted up by a powerful and loving Hand, 
which they dare not resist or disobey; and 
very grateful have they occasion to be, that 
they are not left to themselves to guide their 
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own steps ihimigh a lab jrintli oi sorrow and 
misgivings bnt that they hare it plainly pointed 
out to them and made easy by the promptings 
of humble and filial obedience to the maternal 
Voice which has directed them from childhood^ 
and will conduct them wisdy and safely to eld 
age by a well-trodden way^ or in Gron's good 
time to their journey's end. 



Eiie penitent Cfjtef* 

'^LoRD^ remember me when Thou comest 
into Thy kingdom/'^ 

Would it not appemr as -though the penitent 
ihiei had even then on the cross eaoght a 
glimpse as it were of that blessed ia^uth^ that 
to approach the cross is to win a right to the 
crown, and a portion in the glory of the King- 
dom? The feeling which prompted his un- 
usual request could be only an instinctiYe one, 
for he had not heard our Lord invite all men 
to take up the cross and follow Him, if they 
would be His disciples and be worthy of. Him, 
whatever might be the precise import of those 
solemn and mysterious words. He had not 
the assurance conveyed to us by the Apostle, 

» 8. Luke xxiii. 42. 



OF A DSPABTSD F&IXND. 85 

that ''if we be dead with Him, we shall also 
Jive with Him; if we suflfer, we shall also 
reign with Him/'^ Yet we might almost ima* 
gine that he had, so confidingly did he make 
his request, as if with the certainty of being 
fttvourably heard and answered. Oh, how 
beautiful and heart-consoling a doctrine is it, 
that to be partaker of the cross is to have a 
nearer interest in the Saviour, in His pro- 
mises, and His rewards t And which of us has 
not realised something of this blessed faith 
when sorrow has touched us ? Which of us 
would willingly forego the fuller confidence in 
prayer enjoyed at such times, the greater con- 
solation which entering His House and ap- 
proaching His Altar imparts to the aching 
heart and burdened spirit ? We felt then we 
could claim a right to draw nearer to Him, and 
to address Him with more filial love. Thus in 
a measure felt that penitent thief, though he 
could scarcely clothe in words the instinct of 
his heart, which impelled him to cry, '' Lord, 
remember me,'' &c. He could better explain 
to the impenitent thief the unseemliness of his 
revilings of the sinless One, by owning himself 
a sinner, and that both were justly punished 
for their crimes ; but the grounds of his own 
faith in Christ, and of his humble yet unfal- 
>2Tim.u.ll,12. 
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tering petition^ he could not explain even to 
himself; he could only offer it up to the Om- 
niscient Being Who had inspired it^ and knew 
Who had sown the seed of that taiiik, and what 
gracious influences had made it grow and hear 
firuit in that unpromising soil. To us who 
may ofttimes have wondered at the boldness 
of the dying thief s request^ it is not a little 
satisfactory to trace a connection between the 
incipient faith of this believer in the Redeemer 
of the world with the full-grown faith of the 
true Christian^ who knows that to share the 
Cross is to have a title to the Crown^ and that 
to partake of the sufierings of Christ is the 
sure road to the obtaining the everkisting jojrs 
of Heaven. 



JHeliitation for &. fLufte'is ©as* 

S. Luke was not chosen to be an Evangelist 
and Martyr from the ranks of the poor: he 
had learning, skill, and accomplishments, for 
he was a physician and a painter : by which 
we see how all states and conditions of life can 
be, and ought to be, sanctified to God^s service, 
and that none need be a bar to holiness and 
dorotodncaa of life. 
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In *' Luke^ the beloved physician/'^ we see a 
type of the Heavenly Physician, and learn to 
honour our earthly ones, and to look on their 
ministrations as a type of the perpetual care 
and tender love which the Physician of Souls, 
the compassionate Saviour of men, is ever 
showing and exercising towards our souls and 
bodies. 

Let us remember that all useful and agree- 
able accomplishments are a " talent^' and gift 
from God, which we are not at liberty to dedi- 
cate solely to our own amusements, far less to 
abuse, to any end injurious to ourselves or to 
others. We shall have to give account for the 
use to which we have put our accomplishments, 
as well as any other talents (such as fortune, in- 
fluence, time, health, strength, &c.,) committed 
to us by God. Let us seek therefore as far as we 
can to consecrate them to the service of God, and 
to innocent purposes, by which our neighbours 
may be profited or edified. Let us consider what 
we read of S. Luke, 2 Tim. iv. 10, 11: ^^Demas 
hath forsaken me, having loved this present 
world ; only Luke is with me.^' S. Luke abode 
steadfast in the faith of Christ, when diflBculty 
and danger attended the doing so ; and great 
self-denial was required, in which Demas failed. 
Thus we see that in his case a finished education 
1 Col. iv. 14. 
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and elegant pursuits had not softened and ener- 
vated his sotd^ making him nnfit to bear the 
cross^ as is unhappily the ease with too many. 
Let us follow his example^ and '^ in the evil 
day^^^^ when the cause of truth is evil spoken 
of^ when the confession of what we conscien- 
tiously believe and hold to be true (being 
taught by the Word of God and by His Church) 
would expose us to ridicule or contempt in any 
degree, then let us see that we abide unmoved, 
even although many may be falling away from 
us, and we may perhaps feel solitary and for- 
saken. Let us be as ^^Lnke/' still abiding 
constant when all others were gone : instead of 
following Demas in his desertion, because some 
fancied good of this present world is more dear 
to us than the truth and a good conscience. 



a (JConrforttTifl Efjouflfjt 

Is it right to quote so frequently that text 
(though uttered by the wise man) as applied to 
Christians, that '' no man knoweth either love 
or hatred by all that is before them,"^ to ex- 
press that we cannot tell in what light we stand 
before our God and Heavenly Father, whether 
' EpheB. yi. 18. ' Ecdes. ix. 1. 
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we are pleasing or displeasing in His sight? 
A very dreary and discouraging thought ! Now 
one rule for knowing whether we are, or are 
not, enjoying His love and favour, is given us 
in Scriptxu*e, our Blessed Lord's own mouth 
proclaiming it when He says, ^^ As many as I 
love, I rebuke and chasten.''^ Those, who en- 
dure chastisements then, are loved. 



How trying are these to the young, and to 
the undisciplined mind, which is ever seeking 
in this poor fallen world for the counterpart to 
that ideal of happiness which we all bear within 
us ! Vain search for what is only to be foimd 
in '^the land which is very far off!"^ How 
many disappointments we must undergo before 
we can resolve to give up looking for perfect 
satisfaction and contentment in things here 
below, and ere we can be thankful that all is 
so chequered with imperfection that we cannot 
(if we would) rest in it, so as to be in danger 
of wishing for nothing beyond ! But the lesson 
is learnt at length, and we own, — ^though not 
too willingly, — that it is more blessed to be led 
1 Ser. iiL 19. > Im. xzxiii. 17. 
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from a constant sense of dissatisfaction (even 
amid what promises most fairly) to long and 
yearn for something holier, purer, more endur- 
ing, than to be betrayed into forgetfiilness of 
a better world than this. And feeling thus, 
we pray for those most dear, that if the cross 
must follow close upon their steps, they may 
be spared too great a measure of earth's griefs, 
bereavements, separations, disappointments ; 
that the sweet may overpower the bitter of 
their cup, and that they may be endowed with 
a full measure of God's grace to enable them 
to bear their cross cheerfully, courageously, 
unweariedly, till they come to confess in a riper 
age that the blessings have far outnumbered 
the trials in their lot. 



©n Conqjensattons* 

But these drawbacks which we are apt to 
resent so bitterly as though they were unwar- 
rantable diminutions of our little sura of earthly 
joy, would lose much of their poignancy if we 
could bring ourselves to look on the events of 
life as they are, and not through a falsely co- 
loured medium, if we would set against these 
drawbacks to our happiness, the alleviations to 
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our distresses^ the softenings of our trials, which 
are also allotted. But there is in some of us a 
cowardly dread of the opinion of others, over- 
powering our own better feeling, and leading 
us to fear the imputation of insensibility, cold- 
ness, forgetfulness, shallowness of feeling, if we 
dwelt too much on the power of alleviating 
circumstances. Yet these are appointed and 
portioned out to us as much as the trials them- 
selves, and by the same unerring Hand. What 
right have we then to overlook or reject them 
as unsuitable to our deeper feelings, and as 
impotent to afford relief to a great and legiti- 
mate grief? Were they unsuitable they would 
not be ordered for us by the all-wise Physician, 
the all-loving Father of our souls. Are they 
impotent? This is our own fault; and because 
we refuse to open our hearts to their benign and 
gentle influence. We have no right to look only 
on the fading and fallen flowers of the garden of 
life, when new and lovely ones are still bloom- 
ing in it, and fresh ones are ever being supplied 
to renew its brightness ! True, we might have 
chosen or preferred to keep the first which 
bloomed upon ou^ trees, but the Planter of that 
garden has willed it otherwise, and shall we 
reply against Him ? 
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^robitiential ®uitiin0. 

How strangely and ungraciously men speak I 
they say, " L^homme propose, Dieu dispose/' 
and the meaning which sometimes lurks under 
this saying is, that man orders things well 
for himself, and God orders otherwise for 
him; that man proposes pleasant things for 
himself, and God sends him bitter ones. This 
looks very ill when written, but is there not 
some such feeling in the heart of many of us 
when we are disappointed as to some favourite 
schemes or much-cherished hopes? Would it 
not be a more fitting view of the matter, and 
one more consonant with the filial attitude in 
which by Baptism we have been made to stand 
towards our Father Which is in heaven, to 
look on ourselves, as like one who is being led 
by a wise and loving Friend towards some point, 
from which he is to behold a glorious and 
enchanting prospect, and who has consented to 
be blindfolded for a time, and to be led without 
well knowing whither or by whom, in order 
that his joy and rapture when he beholds this 
promised vision may be enhanced by the sur- 
prise and contrast? Does not such an one 
cling to his conductor with many a thrill of 
hope and expectation, and in fuJI confidence 
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that he is being well and safely guided^ though 
ofttimes the road may be rough and the way 
seem long and weary ? Confiding in the wis- 
dom and love of his long known and well 
trusted guide^ he cannot doubt but that he will 
find himself fully repaid for all the toils and 
perils of the way, and that in the end his ex- 
pectations will be more than fulfilled : believing 
this, he cares not that the way by which he is 
being led is unknown to him ; and if for a 
while the covering should be partly removed 
from his eyes, so that he thinks he can find the 
way for himself, he soon discovers that he is 
being led in a direction which he would not 
choose for himself, less tempting and less in 
accordance with his wishes, yet this only makes 
him nestle closer under the mantle of his pro- 
tector when the winds blow roughly or the 
darkening horizon threatens a storm. For the 
love he bears to his powerful and heaven-gifted 
friend, it is sweet to him to give himself up 
entirely to his guidance, and to become, as it 
were, a little child, with a child^s confiding 
trust, and a child's joy and wonder. 

Woxdd not such a temper of mind be a safe 
and very happy one for each weak Christian 
pilgrim to adopt? We know Who hassaid,^ 
" Except ye become as little children, ye shall 

1 S. Matth. xTiii. 8. 
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not enter into the kingdom of heaven,'' &c.; 
" Verily, I say unto you, Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall not enter therein/'^ 



Is it a loss to these blessed and, as we esteem 
them, highly favoured beings, that they cannot 
bear the Cross of their Lord and ours? even 
as Jeremy Taylor says concerning them, that 
they cannot die for and with Him as we can ? 
If it be so, then is it partly revealed to us why 
they are ordained to minister to us suffering 
mortals, and to take part as it were in all our 
griefs and woes, for thus by sharing with us 
the burden of our crosses, they are made dfter 
a manner partakers of the cross of their and 
our dear Lord. 

How great is our daily loss from our practical 
unbelief in all that concerns those blessed 
beings, of whom enough is told us to excite a 
theoretical belief, but not enough to make it 
easy for us to realize their constant but unseen 
presence and ministrations. Yet some, pos- 
sessed with a livelier faith, have enjoyed the 
1 S. Mark X. 15. 
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comfort fipom which too many of us are pre- 
cluded by our overtimid belief, and an habitual 
unmindfulness of spiritual realities. We read 
the testimony of one who says, that in times of 
disappointed affection when friends failed, the 
thought of his ever-present celestial Friend 
softened the anguish of his spirit, and restored 
peace to his heart; and who speaks of his 
guardian angel as the confidant of his secret 
sorrows in childhood, or the comforter of his 
bitter trials and sufferings in later years. To 
the poor it is sometimes given to realize more 
vividly the blessing of their presence; but 
whether as a compensation for their privation 
of earthly comforts, or because the partaking 
of the Cross clears the glass through which 
faith descries the things of the other world, I 
will not attempt to determine. May we not 
believe that the holy angels are frequently in 
the thoughts of the sick poor, from the frequency 
with which they use their name as a symbol of 
anything soothing and pleasing to them in the 
ministrations of pastor or sympathising visitor. 
How often may we hear such exclamations from 
them as, " When such a one came in it was as 
if an angel had come in to me ;^' or, *' You have 
been as little angels to me ;^^ or, (speaking of 
a priest,) " It seems to me when he comes to me 
just as if it was an angel of God.^' 
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®n SUcdbins 0elD Spmtital Benefits. 

In the turmoil of excited emoticmB, oi newly 
awakened hope^ of gratitude^ &c.^ which is apt 
to foUow (m the receipt of some great spiritual 
benefit, which had been Icmg withheld' and is 
now at length granted to us, there is often an 
nnder current of feeling which might be clothed 
in such langoage as the following : Why did 
not this come sooner? Why was it not earlier 
▼onchsafed ? Why have I been made to wait so 
long ? And how shall these questionings, these 
almost upbraidings of Providence be answ^ned 
unless it be by a further question, via., this. Are 
yon worthy now? Could you claim it as a 
debt ? Has any injustice been done yon ? Was 
it not God's to give or to withhold, and to be 
granted only when He saw fit ? But a reason 
also may be assigned for such delajrs, and when 
the mind can be brought to review the matter 
calmly, it will see and own, that perhaps had 
the boon come earlier the receiver would have 
been found unready and unmeet to profit byit. 
Verily we must believe that our heavenly Fa- 
ther has not withheld any gifts from unwilling- 
ness to bestow them on His children, but only 
whilst they were unfit to have them, and would 
not have known how to use them to their own 
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profit. Yet we are slow really to believe this, and 
cannot readily be brought to acknowledge that 
it would not have been good for us sooner to 
poBsesB this or that spiritual advantage^ help^ 
or privilege, or whatever may be advantageous 
to body or mind. How mysterious does it 
seem to a sick person that such and such a 
means of cure should not have been devised 
sooner, when it is successfully applied at last ; 
and thus in numberless other cases. But there 
would be no end to such questionings of the 
Providence of God, and the best means of end- 
ing them is to show what an absurdity they 
would become if pushed to the utmost, for then 
we must ask, " why is any evil ever allowed to 
come near us, since all might be averted by 
the all-powerful Hand which controls every 
event?'' 



&, iLuite bit 37* 

This passage has always been full of difficulty 
to me in spite of the many and excellent ex- 
planations of it I have met with. To-day a 
gleam of light dawned on my mind when 
.reading it, which caused me to look at the 
incident recorded in a new point of vieW| by 

H 
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laying the stress chiefly on a diflterent part of 
our Blessed Lobd^s discourse with the Pharisee 
from that which is generally chosen. It ap- 
peared to me that our Saviour's answer is 
especially directed to the unexpressed thought^ 
which (we are told by the Evangelist) lurked 
in the heart of that proud and supercilious 
man, viz., that if He Whom he had bidden 
were a prophet (or more than an ordinary man) 
He would have known who and what manner 
of woman it was who had ventured to approach 
Him . This I infer from the tenor of our Lord's 
subsequent discourse, in which, without betray- 
ing to His haughty entertainer that He had read 
his thought, and whilst seeming only to give 
him an opportunity for displaying sagacity and 
ripeness of judgment by his answer to the 
question put to him, our Lord did at length 
clearly manifest His perfect knowledge of what 
was in man, and His power to discern "the 
thoughts and intents of the heart'^^ of each one 
who approached Him. This He now does by 
declaring that the poor despised sinner '* loved 
much,^^ far more than the hospitable giver of the 
feast, who. He implied, "loved little.^^ Next, 
after having thus disclosed His knowledge and 
justified His claim to the title of a prophet. He 
calmly assumes the power and authority of one 
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Who was indeed '^more than a prophet^^^ by 
pronouncing to the woman the absolution of 
all her sins, without heeding the murmurings 
of the by-standers. Amongst these we do not 
find that Simon is mentioned, and are therefore 
left in doubt whether his silence proceeded from 
a humble, self-convicted spirit. As we read 
nothing to the contrary, and as our Blessed 
Lord's gracious declaration to the woman does 
not appear to have been met by any outward 
expression of indignation from those who heard 
it, may we not charitably hope that the rebuke 
came home to Simon ? 



®n Bails i^isinfl antr (SoixtQ to l^tsu 

How disposed we are to weary of this ever- 
recurring repetition of the same act, moreover 
of so uninteresting and tedious an act as that 
of dressing and putting oflF our garments. It 
really does seem as if we might have been 
spared such a very monotonous and fatiguing 
way of spending a great deal of valuable time 
and strength. We think if the days had been 
made longer, the preparing for the night would 
not have come round so very often, and some 
1 S. Matth. xi. 9. 
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time and tronble would haye been saved. Of 
course such thoughts are both wrong and fool- 
ish, because whatever has been ordered for us 
is right, and we have only to submit to it: 
they are excusable only as are the groans of 
the sick and weary, or the rash speeches of 
the afflicted and desperate. However, it is 
more satisfactory to seek and to find a solution 
to a problem, than merely to say that it is in- 
soluble. May not one be found in this case in 
the conclusion, that it is not simply expedient 
for our bodies that they should have rest just 
as often as they are made to take it, but that 
it is beneficial for our soub that we should be 
thus frequently reminded of the rest of the 
grave and the resurrection to a new life ? A 
great saint has said, that one means of pro- 
gressing in holiness is to begin life afresh every 
new day. How significant a hint of the value 
and real use of these fr^nent breaks and be- 
ginnings again in our lives ; viz. to afford us 
the opportunity for commencing as it were a 
new life with each returning day. If we are 
tempted sometimes through indolence to think 
it a weariness to repeat every day the same 
duties and'Service, which we have only just, as 
it seems to us, brought to a dose at night; 
we are stirred up to look on this not as a 
burdeuj but a privilege ; a boon, and not an 



OP A DEPARTED FRIEND. 101 

imposition ; a sacred duty^ instead of only an 
inevitable necessity. And what a difference 
snch a thought makes in all our feelings ! 
Henceforth we thankfully submit to be re- 
minded night by night of our bodily and mental 
frailty and infirmity^ needing these continual 
respites to thought and labour^ and so have it 
thus impressed upon us that one day^ the Itist 
of our lives here, will be followed by a longer 
flight, even the long rest of the grave, to fit our 
bodies for the new day of the glorious resurrec- 
tion, of which our awakening every morning is 
a type. 



" JTfies neelr not trepart, flibe ge tljem to 
eat/** 

How encouraging to the missionary bishop 
or priest, is this text ! They may take it to 
themselves when depressed by the sense of their 
own impotence to provide for the hungry and fa- 
mished multitude of living souls around them ; 
without a church built with hands to invite 
them to, without the means for celebrating the 
Holy Sacraments and rites of the Church with 
becoming solemnity ; with nothing perhaps but 
> S. Matth. xiy. 16. 
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their own bodily presence, their feeble words 
and persuasion; scarcely, perhaps, the know- 
ledge of the languages of those they would 
convert and instruct. How encouraging, then, 
is this miracle of our Blessed Lobd's, and His 
words, " They need not depart, ^ve ye them to 
eat/^ They doubting still, may say in their 
hearts, as the disciples of yore, ''We have here 
but five loaves and two fishes,'*^ but nevertheless 
when the Loru has blessed these, and given 
them to them to distribute, the multitude will 
be satisfied ; and even more than this, twelve 
baskets full of fragments shall remain, to prove 
the more than sufficiency of means which had 
appeared to their weak &ith, so insufficient. 
And surely it was not without a peculiar signi* 
ficancy that the exact number of twelve baskets 
full were collected, but to refer to the number 
of the Apostles who had distributed, and thus 
to point the more clearly the lesson intended 
to be conveyed. 



&. ^arft ib. 37—41. 

How graphic is this description ! The vessel 
so full of water as to be absolutely in danger, 
1 Verse 1*7. 
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thoagh as yet probably the peril had not reached 
that portion of it in which our Blessed Lord 
lay asleep (asleep, that is, as regarded the body, 
for assuredly His heart watched, and beheld 
His perplexed disciples.) At length they are 
compelled to disturb Him in His sleep: but 
it seems difficult to ascertain whether they 
actually apprehended danger for Him^ toge- 
ther with themselves^ or for themselves alone. 
" Carest Thou not that we perish ?^' is their 
cry. Did some unbelief lurk in this question ? 
Could they really think He was simply asleep, 
and so unconscious of the approaching disaster? 
or did they hereby intimate^ that being safe 
Himself He was unmindful of the peril to 
them ? orj trusting in His power to save, were 
they simply perplexed by His delaying so long 
to exercise it ? Whatever their thoughts were, 
what a lively image does this scene present to 
us of the Church in the midst of the waves of 
persecution and distress, seemingly almost over- 
whelmed by her enemies, and tempted to doubt 
GoD^s power or will to save her ! Ah, is it not 
that she forgets that He is in the ship, and has 
promised to abide there with her to the end of 
time? It cannot therefore be that she is really 
in danger, whatever may appear: He knows 
her distress, but delays visibly to work her 
rescue : He waits till the last moment, till her 



IM HOJLt THOTGHIS ASB MTSUEGS 



Slate meetm almost dcspenli^ to tir Imt fiufli; 
but He is diae eounlii^ eadt wmve wUle He 
^pean to sie^: eadtpenl will betotlie in- 
crease of His ^onr in die end. All kanre a 
purpose^ all those trials aie woridng for good 
to the mystical sh^. There is in our Btessed 
Lord's answer something, it secnsi, of Tdi^ 
menoe^ ocMresponding with the qncmhwianewi 
of their adjnratioii^ ^'Vfbj are ye so feaiAd?" 
and yet the perfl was agparentfy imminent: 
''how is it that ye have no fidth?*' The soiae 
of His presence in the ship ougjit to have been 
sufficient in spite of appearances. What a 
lesson for ns all ! 



What shall I yentore to say on such a day 
as this? It is too mjrsterious a theme far my 
weak pen. Of S. Michael I will not attempt 
to speak ; I will only try and recall a thought 
which came to me on one of those happy and 
blessed anniversaries^ as I was seeking to call 
to mind what had fallen from the lips c^ 

Canon when preaching in the cathedral 

(ft Kxcter on the nature^ office^ and employ- 
went of these holy beings^ who seem so high 
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above ns in their parity and in their celestial 
callings that even to emulate them appears at 
first sight q\;Lite beyond the power given to 
man. But whilst I meditated thus^ it was si* 
lently and sweetly breathed into my mind^ that 
those special prerogatives were not so entirely 
above our reach ; that to some among the chil- 
dren of men^ it is conceded to live a life not 
wholly nnlike that of the blessed angels, won- 
derful as this may at first sight appear. True 
it is only afar off, as it were, that any mortal can 
follow in their steps; the brightness of a re- 
flected light vnll be pale and dim compared with 
that from which it is reflected ; the echo will 
be a weak and imperfect repetition of the voice 
which is sent back to us. Yet it is no less true 
than consoling, that the lives of some among 
the fidlen children of Eve may bear a resem- 
blance to that of the holy angels, and partake 
of the special blessedness enjoyed by them. 
I speak of those who, either fix)m choice or 
circumstances, are free from the closer and 
more engrossing ties and duties of life, who 
feel themselves therefore called to a more de- 
voted life of prayer and intercession, who take 
delight in the exercise of the ministries of love 
and mercy, and firom having fewer personal 
wants than their more burdened brethren and 
sisters in the Church have more to distribute^ 
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SO that they can enjoy the ''blessedness of 
giving^' in a lai^er measure. Free firom the 
most exciting and passionate of this world's 
joys and sorrows^ those of their loved ones first, 
and then of all the brotherhood in Christ, 
become their own by adoption, and by the ex- 
ercise of a quickened sympathy. The common 
occurrences of daily life are ever furnishing 
them with opportunities for ministering to those 
who with them " shall be heirs of salvation ;"* 
and many among the poor and the afflicted rise 
up to call them blessed ; nay, they already hear 
themselves saluted by the title of good angels/' 
Yet for all this there may be nothing remark- 
able or singular in their lives : they need not 
be retired from among men, or differ outwardly 
from the ordinary manner of living of their 
fellow-creatures, whilst there is yet a resem- 
blance clearly to be traced with the life and 
blessedness of the angels of God. It is a heart- 
ennobling thought, and one which should excite 
us to earnest endeavours after inward holiness 
and purity, as well as that real charity of the 
heart, and not only of the act, without which 
S. Paul tells us, it is of no avail to ''give 
all our goods to feed the poor."^ It is a thought 
which sheds a brighter light on paths which 
otherwise might seem desert, and which must 
i Eeh. 1 14. ' 1 Cor. xiu. 8. 
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sometimes feel lonely. But at such moments 
it is good to meditate on the blessed angels^ 
and to remember that in studying to imitate 
their unselfish and devoted life we may^ if we 
have a heart to do so> refresh ourselves in 
tiie same manner in which they renew their 
strength^ viz. by praise and adoration^ and by 
mutual love between themselves. And who 
that follows this out will fail to acknowledge 
that this life is an enviable one^ and rather to 
be desired^ instead of despising it as poor and 
barren of delight, to be endured only, but not 
chosen ? However, each one has his own call- 
ing, and let us sum up with the words of a 
holy writer : " let Martha be active, but let her 
not control Mary ; let Mary contemplate, but 
let her not despise Martha.'^ 



'^au Scripture ifi Qiom 6? ingpiration 
of ffioli, anlj is profitable for Ijoctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in rijjijteousness/'' 

If we kept these words more in mind than 
we are apt to do, when reading the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures, (for it is of them alone that 
1 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
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the Apostle speaks here,) ire should not he 
tempted, as we sometimes are, to consider that 
the portions of Scriptore, a^^CHnted hj the 
Church for our daily reading, are not ahra^fs 
a very profitable or very interesting study. I 
believe the reason of onr thinking this to be, 
that we too often read the Word of God as we 
do other books for information rather than for 
edification and other devotional pnipoaes ; and 
doing so, it is only a wonder that the oontinaal 
repetition of the historical portions of the Bible 
does not prove more wearisome to ns; bnt the 
fault lies not in the judgment of our wise and 
holy Mother the Church, who has enjoined 
upon us the study of the Old as well as of the 
New Testament daily, but in our mistaken 
manner of applying what we read. Did we 
duly remember the real purpose with which 
these inspired records were given to us, as 
stated by S. Paul, " as profitable for doctrine," 
&c., we should find that they have an interest 
ever new, according to the various circum- 
stances under which, and the difiPerent feelings 
with which,^ we peruse them day by day, and 
the manifold practical applications of which 
they are capable suitably with our ever vary- 
ing needs. For instance, in some time of public 
anxiety and alarm, when either the State or 
the Church appears to fttand in ^eoj^ardy and 
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likely to be overwhelmed, how reviving to our 
drooping faith is it to come upon some passage 
(as it were by chance) descriptive of the mighty 
and unlooked for deliverance of God's people 
of old, — such as the destruction of Senna- 
cherib's army, or that of the Egyptian host. 
These well-known histories then assume the 
new aspect of a message to ourselves inspiring 
hope wid renewing our confidence in that Al- 
mighty arm, which never wearied of helping 
His people, albeit it is often stretched out to 
chasten them *' for their profit, and that they 
may be partakers of His holiness.''* We are all 
in the habit of applying the Psalms in our 
monthly repetition of them to our personal 
comfort and edification; and with regard to 
the New Testament, we are accustomed to seek 
in the portions allotted for our daily reading 
for some verses especially applicable to our 
actual want in the way of comfort or instruc- 
tion. Why do we not treat the Old Testament 
lessons in the same manner, especially as we 
have the authority of an inspired Apostle for 
80 doing ? Thus we shall restore them to that 
high place of honour and esteem, in which they 
deserve to be enshrined by all to whom they 
have graciously been given, and we shall set 
our seal to the truth of S. Paul's words, that 
^ Heb. xii. 10. 
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the Holy Scriptures (of the Old Testament) 
''are able to make us wise unto salvation, 
through fidth which is in Chkist Jbsus/'^ 



9[ fxBStxtttiL 

We are wont to be solicitous about the well- 
doing of those we love^ the young especially; 
but are we right in being as anxious as we are? 
True^ they have powerful and subtle enemies^ 
'' the world, the flesh, and the devil ;'^ but are 
there not more with them than against them ? 
Does not the inspired Word itself teach us to 
sum up the helps we have as Christians, when 
it tells us through S. Paul, that we are come to 
'' God the Judge of all,'* (let us add, to our 
Heavenly Father,) "to Jesus the Mediator of 
the New Covenant,^^ (our Lobd and Savioxtr, 
our Friend and Brother,) ''to the blood of 
sprinkling,'^ (His precious Blood which deans- 
eth from all sin,) '' to an innumerable company 
of angels,^' (our guardians and heavenly help- 
ers,) ''to the church of the first-bom whidi 
are written in heaven,^' (the patriarchs, elders, 
and fathers of the Church, may we not ima- 
gine?) "and to the spirits of just men made 

1 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
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perfect/'* (amongst whom we thankfully num- 
ber our own faithful departed.) What com- 
fort^ and what support there is in these con- 
siderations ! Surely there are more with us, 
and with those for whom we are anxious, than 
there are against them ; why then do we fear? 
Why ? truly because we look only on the rough 
sea, and listen to its roaring waves, and do not 
fix our eyes on the Lord, Who is walking 
thereon with our beloved ones, and Who is 
ever ready to stretch out His hand to save 
them when in danger of sinking. 



Efjougljts suggestelr fig realrinfl tfje 
97tfi iP»alm ana X &. l^tttt b. 7* 

'' The Lord reigneth ;" not will reign, but 
does reign, even now, when (as it would often 
seem,) evil men, or evil spirits reign, and when 
ofttimes confusion. 

Yes, now, the Lord reigneth in fact, but 
clouds and darkness are round about Him. 
His ways are darkness to us. His doings are 
not understood by us; still, as the Psalmist 
proceeds to say, " Righteousness and judgment 
are the habitation (or as the marginal reading 
> Heb. xii. 28, 24. 
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79 



gires it, the entihKfrhmftJ of ffis Aroe.' 
Wbat comfort there k in. tiam tfawght, and 
bow readily may we joininlk lai^imgeof the 
remainder (rf* the Psalm, rgoidBg i& tbe LoeDj 
and giving thanks at the rememfannoe of His 
holiness! 



all sour care upon fHim, for 
Se caretij for joiu''' 

How little we realize and take to our- 
selves the whole comfort contained in this 
exhortation. We bring onr cares to God, 
I>erhaps^ but that is the most which we do; 
we do not leave them there. But suppose 
one of US to be labouring under a heavy load, 
and that some good Samaritan (as we should be 
disposed to call him) insisted on bearing the 
burden himself to ease us of what was too 
heavy for our strength, we should feel thankful 
to bo wholly, not only partially, relieved firom 
it. And so it is as to the Good Samaritan who 
bids us '* cast all our load of care upon Him/' 
because lie is willing to bear it, '^ for He careth 
for us." But we will not accept His gracious 
oiler; we insist (as it were) on discharging 
» 1 S. Pet. V. 7. 
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ourselves of a measure only of our anxieties^ 
and retaining still a large portion, and therefore 
we are not really eased, and prayer fails to give 
that perfect rest, which it should and would 
give if we made it indeed the means of '* cast- 
ing all our care'' upon God. 



'' ^Perfect i.o&e castetljout jFear/'* 

We are too apt to understand this of love to 
God only, but may it not refer as much, or 
more, to love of our brethren, which is so much 
insisted on in this epistle, and concerning which 
it appears to be intimated that if we possessed 
it in a high degree, we should have perfect con- 
fidence towards God, with the assurance of our 
prayers being always heard, and great boldness 
in the day of Judgment, because of our con- 
science testifying on our behalf, that we had 
through fervent charity attained to some re- 
semblance of our Divine Lord. Let any one 
read the Epistle through and see whether this 
impression be conveyed to them. Of course, 
love to our brother must be inseparably con- 
nected with and inspired by love to God in the 
first place. 

1 1 S. John iv. 18. 
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^'Nas|# vxixdf tttott tfiosf ntnitfrras fniii^l 
geem to be more Crei^Ie are nmsKsarg/^' 

What ccmifort there is in these wor^ for 
the sick^ the weak^ the apparently nseless (aa 
they seem to themselved,) in this world. Surely 
this sentence in Holy Writ was intended for 
them expressly. For does it not fit in exactly 
with thdr qase? what doea it. seem to say? 
That the feeble members are — ^not only bear- 
able instead of being nseless or burdensome^ 
but that they are necessary^ indispensaUe to 
the well-beings perfectness^ and compactness of 
the whole body, which would lack something, 
aud be imperfect as a body without them. To 
whom then are these necessaiy? To them- 
selves and to others it must be supposed. To 
themselves, because their feebleness and infir- 
mities, sufierings, and trials are their appointed 
probation for eternal life; to others, because 
these very things may be made profitable in 
diverse ways to them also. Miss Maurice (her- 
self so great a sufierer,) insists much on this 
very consoling thought, viz., that a sick member 
of a family may be a great blessing in it, and 
should not therefore look upon itself merely as 
a burden, a trouble, or a useless member. Does 

» 1 Cor. xii. 22. 
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not the Apostle proceed to say shortly after, 
that He hath '^ given more abandant honour 
to tiiat part which lacked, that there should be 
no schism in the body, but that the members 
should have the same care one for another, and 
whether one member sufifer, all the members 
suffer with it, or one member be honoured, all 
the members rejoice with it ?^'i 



Wb are much more accustomed to have S. 
Luke brought before us in his character of 
Evangelist, as the companion and faithful fol- 
lower of S. Paul in his travels, than as a phy- 
sician (which Ecclesiastical history asserts,) 
and painter, (which tradition tells us he also 
was;) yet the latter remembrance must be 
fiill of interest and of comfort to those who 
follow similar professions, as also to such as 
love and cultivate the arts in any degree. The 
lesson to be conveyed, viz., the duty of sanc- 
tifying all gifts and accomplishments that we 
may possess, is not one to be lightly passed 
over ; however, I will do no more than hint at 
this to-day. 

» 1 Cor. xiL 24—26. 
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We are told that S. Luke painted the like- 
ness of the Blessed Virgin. How we envy him, 
how we long and vainly, yearn for a sight of 
that most precious picture^ which would set 
to rest all doubts as to the exact lineaments 
of that Blessed One^ whom so many painters 
have striven to pourtray, but to whom, after 
all, each could only give the form and features, 
most saintly and beautiful in his own eyes. 
How high a privilege was bestowed on S. Luke 
to paint from the original, truly one conceded 
to no other. And yet we should be mistaken 
if we imagined we were precluded from all share 
in what we envy ; it is not on canvas, but on 
the ^^ fleshy tables of the heart,"^ that we must 
all strive to imprint that likeness; and how 
may this be done? With what colours must 
we paint so fair and peerless an image? First, 
we must lay in the shades with the tint of hu- 
mility ; over this must be spread the fair hue 
of purity, dark shades must be put in of earnest- 
ness of soul, and deep thoughtfulness, and we 
must add, lastly, the bright colours of love, joy, 
peace, even all the " fruits of the Spirit.^' And 
are we not all of us, as Christians, bound to 
cultivate these fruits, and to set before our 
minds the bright examples of those who have 
served, or are serving God, or their fellow-crea- 
1 2 Cor. iiL 3. 
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tares, by a devout life and ardent charity ? Let 
us each go and do likewise after our measure, 
and then we may hope to have fulfilled in us 
that blessed promise, " If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them/^^ 



^»alm xix. 4 5. 

'* In them hath He set a tabernacle for the 
sun, which cometh forth as a bridegroom out 
of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a giant/' 

The first image under which Christ the true 
Sun of Righteousness is here represented to us 
by the Psalmist is one, than which no other 
could have been found more strongly to express 
the intensity of love, with which our Blessed 
Lord and Saviour regards the whole Church 
and each soul redeemed and purchased to Him- 
self by His own most precious Blood ; for at 
what moment can we suppose a man so near 
the realization of a perfect felicity as that in 
which as a bridegroom he commences life anew, 
no longer alone, but united by the closest bonds 
with the bride of his choice, whom he has 
taken to his heart and to his home to be his 
for ever ? And thus, as we are taught to be- 
» S. Jo\mTm,VI. 
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lieve^ does the Bridegroom of our souls go forih 
daily as it were to take to Himself anew His 
Bride the Church, by whom, as S. Paul tells us, 
we haye been apprehended (or taken hold of) 
ever since we were (at our Baptism) first united 
to Him and firmly joined together, so as to be 
very members of His Body, of His Flesh and 
of His Bones, one with Him and He with us.* 
The second ngure under which Christ the Sun 
of Righteousness is represented to us in the 
Psalm above quoted is one which many of us 
have perhaps dwelt on with less pleasure than 
the first, viz., that of a giant or strong man, 
the notion of mere bodily vigour failing to 
impress us with any very elevated ideas. Let 
us remember, however, that strength when 
combined with gentleness presents a character 
uniting all that is most noble, lovdy, and apt 
to engage the affections and the minds of men. 
This we have seen instanced in the days of 
chivalry, when heroes appeared upon the stsge 
of life. We shall find throughout Scripture 
that Christ is foretold and described in terms 
which express the union of invincible strength 
with infinite gentleness. To quote passages of 
Isaiah would be to transcribe large portions of 
these sacred books; let us refer to a few only. 
Isaiah pourtrays Him as '^ He that cometh 
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fShdln "EAoth triavelling in ttie'greiitneBS of His 
^reagih/' &c.,^ tod speaking %M8, '' Surely 
they dre My "Ji^le, -tftdl&r^ii thiat Wfll n6t lie ; 
^5i6 He was theii* SAViotrli : ih dSll their tffliction 
He ^w«8 iafflicted, HiiiSi tie ttn^a ^f ftis Presence 
"ittiWd theiti : in Hte love »aM ift His pity He 
¥ede^iied theA, aiM fte 'bare the*!, aftd carried 
ifeett tell thfe 3a^ ^ 6ld:''2 Eldfe^ere Tfeaiah 
%ay6 of HSta «hfet ''He shaJl iiot ciy, ndr 
lift «{), Itfoi* taiiAife ili^ v6ice to be hea^rA fti 'thb 
^street : a brtiised rfeed tih^ He ntit break, attfl 
the %mokteg flax '«hafll He not qtrtefnc*/*^ Aiid 
IfowbeautfflfeJty is the nniott cJ *{wiVr6if''and merciy 
delifif^at^d $«L ^^h ^ paibsage <as tb^ f6llotri'ng, 
** Let tttei trice hAA of l^y str^gth, that he 
idiiy Bial;!6 peacie Mt^ M^, and h^ fiball make 
pieace with Mfr.*** And 5n that well-known 
0*1^, ^ The LoRft hatti anointed Me to prekeh 
^g^^ ti^ttgs n!i1l6 the m^k, B!e hath (tent Me 
to l^riA u^ th* broken-hearted, tb prodaitai 
IftieHy 'iJd the ciaptivei, and the opening of thte 
ptfeon to them that tAte fe«6tiiid ; to ph)ciaim the 
«i«^pitable year iiX the IibBn> and the day of 
tmgeanc^ of oi* Gob."* What a consolation 
foit Us to reflect that we have in this glorious 
ichampioB of ^i^ boWs a heavtenly Friend, Who 
is perfect in strength as well as in love aiid 

» lea. Ixiii. 1. « Tsa. liiii. fe, 9. » Isa. xlii. 2, 3. 

^ J«a. zzTii. 6. * Isa. Ixi. 1, %. 
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sympathy; Who can accomplish all He wiUs^ 
Who is never wearied by repeated appeak to 
His compassion for help. Never can He fiedl 
us throagh lack of power or strength^ as is the 
case with those whom we would £edn make our 
prop or stay on earthy of whom it may be said 
that ''the spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak,'^^ so that our very comfort and satisfac- 
tion in seeking aid or solace from human 
sympathy is marred, or at least diminished by 
the consciousness that we are in danger of 
overtaxing the powers of our firiends, or of 
building too much upon their sympathy. There 
would be no fear of our doing this were our 
earthly firiends giants in strength of body, mind, 
and intellect, and abounding as much in the 
power to help, as they sometimes are in love 
and willingness to aid us in our need. Let us 
then take comfort from the remembrance and 
ever-present consciousness, that our Almighty 
and All-loving Friend calls especially unto 
Himself the weary and heavy laden, that they 
may cast all their care upon Him, and lean 
with all their weight on His almighty aid, rely- 
ing on His promise to give them rest, if only 
they will learn of Him, Who is ''meek and 
lowly in hearf 

1 S. MatOL zxTi 41. 
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©n l^ealijinfl JFactiS* 

It has been averred concerning doctrines, 
that we cannot be said truly to realize a point 
of faith, till we have made it so completely our 
own as to go on from it to something else. 
The truth of this assertion may be proved by 
analogy. Who among us does not know the 
difficulty of realizing the truth of any important 
event, the tidings of which reach us ? We hear 
them and fiilly believe them, they affect us, 
perhaps strongly, but we go our way, and by- 
and-by the usual and daily subjects of interest 
regain the upper hand over us, and the new 
and greater event, when it recurs to our mind, 
seems almost a dream. Then only may we be 
said to realize a matter, when we find ourselves 
viewing everything through the hue, dark or 
bright, cast by it ; or rearranging in our minds 
each event of our coming life, its actions, pur- 
poses, plans, schemes for occupation, &c., as 
though they had all been displaced by the 
arrival of a new claimant ou our time, thoughts, 
and interests; even as in childhood and youth 
we rearranged our treasures on the acquisition 
of some new and precious thing, the gift of a 
father or a friend ; or as we see the rippling on 
a smooth watery surface, betokeninig «o\SLe Kt^^ 
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disturbance caused by the falling of a pebble or 
a leaf therein. 



Wljt ©enial of S>. f^eter. 

*' But he denied before thrai all/'^ 
The devout awe and horror with which we 
read the account in the Gosx)el8 of S. Peter's 
threefold denial of his beloved and Divine 
Master is very natural and rights provided we 
do not proceed to wonder at it, and inwardly to 
Judge the apostle severely, thinking that even 
as there was only one out of eleven disciples 
who was found to deny his Master, so in like 
manner there can be but few amongst profess- 
ing Christians now to be found, whose conduct 
on trying occasions would bear a resemblance 
to that of S. Peter. We are apt to imagine 
that we could not possibly be numbered amongst 
those unhappy few, or be guilty of such ingrati- 
tude towards our Divine Master and Friend. 
Because we cannot, even in imagination, place 
ourselves in exactly the same circumstances, 
which were the occasion of this great apostle's 
fall, therefore we vainly in our self-flattery 
imagine, that we should have evinced greater 
constancy and fortitude than he did. But let 
1 8. Matth. xiTi. 70. 
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US seek for a test nearer at hand^ sometliing 
wliich we can realize and bring home to oar 
own hearts. Let us ask ourselves how we bear 
np against the trials which at times assail our 
faith concerning the power or wisdom of Gon 
in the deahngs of His Providence or His care 
of us^ with which the changing events of life 
Abundantly Airnish us. 

Por instance, when souiwes of anxiety multiply 
Around us, and our horizon begins to darken; 
when evils threaten and joy seems flying befoie 
us to tgive place to sorrow .; when friends have 
no sufficient arguments left wherewith to cheer 
our drooping spirits, but help to increase our 
jdepression by adding their gloomy forebodings 
to our own : when it secans almost unreasonable 
to look for help, or still to ding to hope and 
bright^ anticipations, because such a view of 
things is deemed by all around us to be visionary 
«nd enthusiastic ; when it would require some 
moral courage to persist in hoping against hope 
£rom some remaining conviction that it is right 
to do so, although it makes us singular, and 
exposes us to the ridicule of others. Then, 
(and in many other far more fiery ordeals which 
may come upon us) will our faith stand firm? 
may it not rather be found weak, or forsake us 
for a time, as even S. Peter^s did, when exposed 
to so great a trial? But one look from his 
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forbearing and gentle Master was sufficient to 
restore his faith^ bringing over his spirit a tide 
of self-npbraiding^ which wonld probably have 
overwhelmed him utterly had not his compas- 
sionate Lord previously prayed for him that 
his faith should not fail. And what must we 
do in order to recover or strengthen our faith 
when it is languishing ? We must turn to our 
Lord in prayer^ that He may turn and look 
npon us ; then will our consciences upbraid us 
bitterly for our ingratitude and want of trust 
in One^ Who has hitherto shown His power and 
His love in helping us^ and bringing us out of 
many sorrows^ so that we may each say with 
the Psalmist^ '^ O what great troubles and ad- 
versities hast Thou showed me ! and yet didst 
Thou turn and refresh me : yea^ and brought- 
est me from the deep of the earth again/'^ 
Once more it is brought to our remembrance 
that '^ the Lord^s Hand is not shortened that 
it cannot save^ nor His Ear heavy that it cannot 
hear'^^ our cry for Kelp or comfort, yea, each 
agonised petition. With S. Peter we may 
weep over our temporary denial of our Lord, 
but it is not really " well'^ with us until we can 
also say, '^The Lord is risen" (again in our 
hearts,) '' and hath appeared" to us, as He did 
'^ to Simon," with signs of reconciliation and 
' Fb. Jxxi. 18, Prayer Book Yerovoiu « laa, lix. 1. 
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pardoning love. Moreover, let ns call to mind 
the injunction laid upon the Apostle, "And 
when thou art converted strengthen thy bre- 
thren/'! 



J^eto <Scenes* 

When we find ourselves in a new and charm- 
ing locality, surrounded by a lovely panorama, 
the heavens all sunshine and clearness, with 
little of the news of the outer world coming 
near to disturb our tranquillity, (for a while at 
least,) do we not seem to be almost transported 
out of this world ? Is it not a blessed respite, 
a foretaste of the rest beyond it ? But at such 
times a thought will arise, " This cannot long 
continue; it is this world still, though very 
calm and serene ; but the time of storms will 
come in the moral world ; and what will be the 
first to cloud the sunshine and ruffle this pre- 
sent calm T^ True ; the storm must come, and 
thereby another question is answered, which 
had arisen before : " Why have I so many bless- 
ings ? why is my lot so favoured beyond that 
of others, almost too much so perhaps for the 
wrorld V^ No ; not too much ; for these bless- 
ings are boimd up in the same lot with many 
^ S. Luke xxii. 82. 
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drawbacks to their fall enjoyment; or irith 
many trials which tempt us to mnrmnr and 
sometimes to deem this world too miserable^ 
and our share in the burden of the cross too 
heavy. Thus, then, all is found to be right, 
and our lot is neither overbright, nor over- 
dark ; our cross is, in truth, neither too heavy 
nor too light ; it is just what GrOD sees to be 
best fitted for us individually. And is it not 
*' welP for us that we have not the choosing of 
our lot ? we should not venture to choose it all 
bright ; we could not bear to choose it all dark. 
We, therefore, thankfully acquiesce in the wis« 
dom and goodness of our merciful Savioub in 
taking out of our hands the power to choose, 
and laying upon us a cross chosen by Himself 
for us to bear for Him, one, perchance, which 
makes no show or noise in the world, but which 
if used aright, may furnish us with a straight 
and safe course to the heavenly Jerusalem. 
Whether it will be a short or a long way is laid 
up with Him who knoweth all things ; at the 
longest, it cannot be very long, and if it be 
unlawful to wish it to be shortened, (nay, it is 
even a duty, for the sake of others, to strive to 
prolong it by using remedies for the preserva- 
tion of life,) what length of time can appear 
too great? what burden be too hard to bear 
with such visions of Paradise as are offered to 
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otir fs^th and hope^ tp owe longings and expeo». 
tatioqs ? 

We say and feel t&is^ when we consider se- 
rioustly ;. and yet^ we are apt to repine again^, 
at tl^e first little cross which we are called upon, 
to 'bear. Oh^ weak^ unreasonable^ and ungrate-. 
fwL heturt of man I when will you be: healed, 
and siee and feel aright, not only by fitS: and 
starts, not only whilst kneeling at the altar> but 
when put to the proof by suflFerings either of. 
Ifody or mind ? With God all things are pos^ 
sible ; be this our ground of hope. 



®fje lEttflUgfi Serbfce at ffiene&a^ 

Those, who most esteem our English Church 
Services, hardly know how much reason they 
have for valuing them, as faithfully embodying 
the great Catholic verities of the Christian re* 
ligion, until they have joined in them at Geneva. 
There is something very re&eshing in the midst 
of that focus of Socinianism, in hearing the 
glorious truth of our Divine Loed^s equality 
with the Father enunciated over and over 
again as it is in the course of our services, 
whether in the Doxology^ the time-honoured 
Creeds, in the quotations fi*om Scripture, in the 
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hjiDiisof thePrimitiire dmidi (sodi asdieTe 
Demn,) in the praTen, in ereiy part in short. 
We hare no idea tOl we hare ued those offices 
at Genera, how the doctrine of the Divinitf 
of onr Loan mns throng the whole, and is the 
▼eiy essence and qniit of iL There do we 
learn to zpffredsAe what we ordinarily take too 
mnch as a matter of course, namely, a soond 
and perfect belief as r^ards the doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity. It is with an inward shuddo 
at the thought of the contrast between this and 
the Socinian doctrines taught in so many of the 
churches in that ancient city, that we bug our 
own blessing of a sound liturgy. 



jFedta Bags in ftalg* 

Perhaps there is nothing which strikes the 
English traveller in Italy more than the " Festa" 
Days of the Church, as they are observed there 
by the people. After having kept these festivals 
in our own land privately, as it were, in a comer, 
nay more, in spite of obloquy and opposition in 
some quarters, and without a hope of seeing 
them recognised and shared by the busy or 
tlic poorer portions of the community, it is very 
Mtartlmg in a city like Florence, at one of the 
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greatest public bnildings^ to be told that there 
is no admittance^ because it is *' Mezza Festa/' 
S. Simon and S. Jude. This might have struck 
one less^ had it been on one of the more pro- 
minent Feast Days of the Church ; but on this 
one^ to which it is more difficult to attach a 
marked character of its own, from the paucity 
of facts connected with those two holy Apostles 
which have come down to our day, the effect 
was to make one realize the existence of Saints' 
Days as one never had done before. 

Then, there is something so new to us Eng- 
lish people, in seeing the working classes making 
a duty of keeping Festa, of being joyful, of 
taking pleasure, and laying aside their work 
and their working dress in the week. It helps 
. to impress on our mind, that the Master we all 
serve is indeed a merciful Lord, and not a hard 
task-master; and the effect on the spirits is 
very cheering and exhilarating, compared with 
that produced by the spectacle of unceasing la- 
bour, save on the gravely observed Simday in 
England, and the few fSte days now observed 
generally on week-days in France. 
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fioarHiaii Stagels. 

Strangb as it may seem> it is perhaps the case^ 
that we believe great truths^ while we withhold 
credence from lesser ones. For instance^ it is so 
difficult to realize the &ct of a heavenly guardian 
having been really allotted to each one of us, who 
are baptized members of Christ's Churchy that 
we can scarcely be said to believe in it. Mean- 
while^ we do believe, though of course we only 
partially realize the fact of the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit in us, ever since we were re- 
generate, and grafted into the Body of Christ's 
Church at holy Baptism. We can do no less 
than this, unless we disbelieve the express 
words of S. Paul, who tells us that *' if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of 
His.^'i Nay, more, if the Holt Spirit be in 
us, then are we tabernacles of the Holy Trinity 
Itself, for where One of the Three Holy Persons 
is, there are all the Persons of the Blessed Tri- 
nity j and our blessed Lord Himself said, of 
those who should believe in Him, and obey His . 
commandments, ^' My Father will love him, and 
We will come unto him, and make onr abode 
with him,^'^ or as it is t^aii elsewhere, " in Him 

' Bom. viii. 9. ^. 5o\m. xiv. 28. 
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we Kve, and move, and have our being/^* If 
we have faith in all this, may it not justly be 
said, that we hold the greater things which ap- 
pertain to our salvation, while we refuse cre- 
dence to those of less import, such as the 
existence of Guardian Angels ? Yet how con- 
soling is the thought, that a spiritual and hea- 
venly being, free from sin, and fiill of love to 
GrOD and man, should have been, so to say, 
attached to our existence and made inseparable 
from it, so that he should be, as it were, a second 
and purer self, and one whose continual appear- 
ance in the Presence of God (according to his 
prerogative,) may serve ever to keep us in His 
remembrance, and to maintain our claim to be 
nimibered amongst the inhabitants of the ^^ Je- 
rusalem which is above,"^ and who may also be 
our faithful and constant guide and guardian, 
while we fulfil our appointed lot on earth. 



9 Cfiousfit for ^11 .Saints' Bag. 

As we endeavour on this day to call to mind 
the names of those who have preceded us to 
'^ the silent land,'' out of the number of those 
given to us to know and love here below, how 
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amazing it appears to the feeble^ or sick^ to 
find themselves still remaining here^ while so 
many have been called away from their side, 
who appeared far more likely to weather out 
the storms of life, than themselves. We see 
some, perchance, whose existence, like a fading 
leaf in autumn, hangs on so slight a thread, that 
each blast might cause it to fall, yet remaining 
on the parent tree, whilst multitudes fall around 
them on every side. Why is this ? Does not 
the very fact preach to us in the loudest and 
clearest tones, that the times and seasons are 
in the Hand of God, and that He numbers the 
days of each ; that His ways are in the great 
waters, and not to be searched out by us ? Yet 
it does seem strange to our imperfect vision, 
that while many are taken away in the midst of 
their career of usefulness and active service, 
other comparatively useless or insignificant lives 
should be prolonged. Very mysterious likewise 
is it, that some have been spared in infancy, 
only as it appears to us, to sin and to sufier ! 
Among such, I will instance that well-known 
author, loved by many of us, Silvio Pellico. 
Sickly and suflering from childhood, he was 
recalled to life when at the point of death, by 
the reception of his first Communion, privately 
administered. Restored to the world and its 
dangers, he was tempted ^yy >3ci^ ^^bktry of 
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evil companions^ to become a sceptic and to 
fall away from the faith of his early days. 
From the dreadful sin of infidelity, he was 
saved by long years of captivity, comprising 
the most fearful mental and bodily sufferings, 
&om which he returned a wiser indeed, but a 
far sadder man, and with shattered health and 
nerves, a mere wreck of humanity. He floated 
yet some time before the eyes of his fellow- 
voyagers, on the dangerous ocean of life, to be 
as a beacon to warn, and a light to cheer them 
on their way. He even outlived most of the 
members of his family, and lingered on, won- 
dering himself, that any one could suffer so 
much and yet live ! Truly of him it may be 
thought, that he was born only to suffer, and 
we are tempted to wonder why he was not 
allowed to depart, ere he had erred, so as to 
need, and to draw down upon himself, such 
awful and severe chastisements ? But it is not 
the tone of his own writings, that suggests this 
question. On the contrary, as we read his 
** Letters,^' we feel sure that he would not have 
wished to have been spared all he went through ; 
for if he lived to suffer, he lived also to repent, 
to know and love more perfectly God and his 
fellow-men : and in that love, as practised by 
himself, and reciprocated by the wise and good, 
he found a sweetness and a peace not of this 
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worid. Indeed we migbt ill be tempted to 
envy his firame of mind^ so fall of true piety 
and thankfulness^ as well as moderation to^ 
wards those who differed from hun^ and of 
forgiveness of his enemies. Bat ooold we pay 
the cost? These graces were the firait of those 
ten years of sufferings^ such as we shudder to 
think of^ yet for his owa sake^ we dare not wish 
that they had been expunged from the history 
of his life. 



Sxtract anH i&emarits — Confbrmits to 
tire ^Eill of <SoIi. 

Wb read in S. Fran9ois de Sales these re- 
marks : ^^ Resignation is shown by strug^es to 
submit our own wills and choices to those of 
God ; pious indifference is higher than resig- 
nation^ caring for nothing except it is the will of 
God. These both look to the will of God, but 
the former looks with effort, the latter with-i 
out effort. But simple desire is superior to 
either, for it inclines us beforehand to what 
God wills, without knowing what that will 
may be.^^ 

I suppose tlie impression conveyed to most 
by this passage would be what it was to me at 
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first readings namely, that the laBt-mentioned 
grace was indeed well-nigh unattainable by 
most of us ; so much seems to be between us 
and that height of conformity with the will of 
God : even the lowest scale of ascent is difficult 
to us all ; the second few of us have probably 
ever attained to; and the third appears posi- 
tively like the summit of Mont Blanc for alti- 
tude I But on further consideration, it appears 
that there may be a better way of viewing 
the matter, and an easier mode of attaining 
that height than the usual one of climbing up 
the slow and tedious ascent by the lower ridge 
of resignation, and the slippery ledge of in- 
difference, on which there is little hold for the 
footing of man. I would propose taking the 
pinions of the eagle, as it were, and mounting 
at once on the wings of faith and love to the 
summit itself of union with, and waiting on 
the will of our heavenly Fatheb and Divine 
Satioub. From that height how far off would 
those appear to us who were toiling up the 
beaten track ! We should see them oft sliding 
back, or beaten down by any strong breeze of 
trial and temptation, and how should we long 
to call to them, and tell them to try this more 
direct way of gaining the desired end. Mean- 
while what a dear view we should be enjoying, 
what a {profound calm and stULaieas, what per- 
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feet Batiflfaction : not a desire nngratified^ it 
would be the heayen of the soul ! 

And is this as impossible to grace as it is in 
nature ? Because the body must first learn to 
walk^ nay^ even to crawl before it can run, 
must it be necessary for the soul to ascend by 
the slowest and most gradual steps, in order to 
reach the heights of virtue which are set before 
us as our goal, in order to enter the abodes of 
true peace and joy ? May it not be best in 
some cases to make the most difficult our first 
aim? A citadel^ for instance^ is often taken 
better by a coup de main than by a protracted 
siege^ especially if the position be a yery inac- 
cessible one^ and the approach to it yery ar- 
duous. Nay^ there are some so guarded^ that 
by no gradual approaches could they ever be 
overcome^ and this exalted virtue of conformity 
with the will of God seems to me to be one of 
these. How few comparatively have scaled 
that fortress! Why? Because they attempt 
to reach it by the lower and winding paths^ 
which after promising fair at first fail them 
after awhile^ leaving them at the foot of the 
steepest ascent. 

But my theory may sound too bold in the 
ears of many, or may be deemed wholly im- 
practicable. Let us see if there is no way of 
lying it a different and more familiar aspect. 
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We all know what it is for any one to be said 
to have no will of their own, being as it were 
absorbed, and having well-nigh merged his or 
her individuality in that of some loved and 
superior being. This may be a weakness when 
carried to excess, but it would be much more 
beautiful to behold a Christian thus wholly 
merging his will, choices, likings and inclina- 
tions in those of an all-mighty, all- wise, and all- 
loving God and Saviour. And why should 
this be deemed impossible, or even difficult ? 
If one frail being can so lean and love to lean 
on another as to have no will till he has ascer- 
tained that of the beloved object, why should 
not an enlightened faith and kindled love 
enable the Christian so to trust in the wisdom 
and love of his heavenly Father and of his 
beloved Saviour, Friend, and Benefactor, as to 
find it possible, nay desirable, to suspend his 
choice and will until he has gained by prayer 
and secret communion with his God the know- 
ledge of His will and choice concerning him in 
all cases which call forth the exercise of the will 
of man ? What ineffable peace would be the 
result ! This summit may be hard to reach, 
even by the boldest flight, but it would be 
worth the straining of every power and faculty 
once to gain it, the reward would be what must 
be seen to be comprehended ; no one could de- 
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scribe to others the Tiew enjoyed from that 
mountain-height of all the works and ways of 
God. 



lEffects of I&0I5 Cotmrmnion* 

S. Francois de Sales thus speaks : ^^ An ex« 
perience of twenty-five years' ministering to 
souls has taught me the powerful virtue of this 
Blessed Sacrament in strengthening hearts in 
goodness^ in cleansing them from sin, in com*- 
forting them ; in a word, in transfiguring them 
to a heavenly likeness even in this world, pro- 
vided it be received with the needful faith, 
purity, and devotion/' Here is a testimony of 
which the sincerity cannot be questioned. I 
will add another in the words of a living author, 
which is of a different and very painful nature, 
but is useful also as tending to strengthen our 
faith in the power and efficacy of this Sacra- 
ment, which cannot surely be supposed to be 
less powerful for good, if rightly received, than 
for evil when awfully abused to an evil purpose. 
We read that a French infidel, whom, how- 
ever, God had not yet abandoned, and who had 
not as yet quenched His Holt Spirit, once 
asked a more experienced, hardened, hoary in- 
fidel, how he could get rid of the torments of 
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his conscience. '^ Receive the Sacrament/' was 
his answer^ '^and you will never be troubled 
more/' It was done^ and was found true ; the 
Holy Spirit, Whose voice he by this profane* 
ness sought to quench^ spoke to his soul no 
more. 

This fact is almost too awful to write or to 
dwell on^ but perhaps the danger in these days 
is to think too little of the virtue and efficacy 
of the Blessed Sacrament^ and it is well there- 
fore if in any way these are impressed upon us. 
Let us, however, turn from this terrible view of 
the subject to the soothing and encouraging 
one presented by our good Bishop Jeremy 
Taylor, and pray with him ^' that we may re- 
ceive this Sacrament as the earnest of an eternal 
inheritance, as a defensative against all spiritual 
danger, for the eviction of all the powers of the 
enemy, as an incentive of holy love, and a 
strengthening of our faith, for the increasing of 
a holy hope, and the commemoration of a 
heavenly love/' 



©n JFrequent dtotttmuniom 

It is common for writers to compare grace 
and the heart that receives it to rain descend- 
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ing fix>m heaTcn, and the eardi on wbich it 
{bUa, and it is the nsaal mode of expfessicm to 
intimate that the driest and most parched land 
will reoeiTe the preeiona boon of mcnstare with 
the greatest avidity and readiness. Bat is not 
this a mistake? A mistake as regards both the 
parable and the interpretation of it. Groond 
is hardened by a long dronght, isin &ct unpre- 
pared for imbibing moisture^ which rolls off its 
polished surficice in the first instance, and makes 
but little impression. Is not rather the soil 
already softened^ and broken down^ and mel- 
lowed by frequently repeated showers '^ sent in 
due season^^' that which best reoeiyes a new 
supply of the fertilising moisture^ and shows 
itself the most grateful by yielding a plentiful 
return ? And is it not thus also as regards the 
spiritual soil of the human heart ? Who that 
knows anything of his own heart but must feel 
aware that it is not after a long dearth of 
spiritual sustenance^ that he receives it with 
the greatest desire and avidity, or with the 
greatest profit and advantage to his soul's 
health ? No ; the heart long left without the 
showers of Divine grace as bestowed through 
Sacraments often becomes more and more in- 
different about them^ and is like the parched 
baked earth, hard and insensible at first to the 
/^caption of them. At all events, if it receives 
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them^ it does so with less profit when thus 
rarely entertained, for the spiritual soul has not 
been kept in that state of preparedness which 
frequent Communion can alone bestow. And 
how should it be otherwise, since we cannot 
suppose that any can so well prepare the heart 
for God as He can Himself? What lengthy 
preparation invented and wrought out by man 
can equal the eflScacy of His own sanctifying 
presence in the soul? Therefore it is that 
frequent Communions tend to give confidence 
for again and again approaching the Sacred 
Altar. ^^ Holy things for holy persons/' was 
the watchword of the primitive Church. We 
can never esteem ourselves to be truly meet for 
and deserving of such a Divine gift: but if 
this can ever be, it must be when recent union 
with Himself has imparted to us something of 
His own holiness. Infrequent Communions 
are mostly full of misgiving and fear ; and why 
so ? but because we know we can of ourselves 
do nothing to make us worthy to draw near to 
such Divine and Heavenly things. No; He 
Who calls, must also prepare us to come ; He 
Who provides the Feast must also furnish the 
wedding garment, and that Robe is nothing 
else but Himself! Are we not enjoined by the 
Apostle to '' put on the Lord Jesus Christ,"^ 

^ Bom. xiii. 14. 
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and with this robe we maj sorely best preseftt 
ourselves to kneel before His Table. 

If grace is likened to the gentle and silent 
inflnence of dew^ maj not the Sacraments be 
compared to that '^ unique'' and remarkable 
flail of water^ the Staubach^ which, while it flows 
down in a beautiful stream, does so almost 
without noise, presenting thus a perfect image 
of refreshment and delight without any admix- 
ture of the awful and disturbing? 

{Written a few days later.) 

I erred when I compared the Sacraments to 
the Fall of the Staubach, before I had be- 
come personally acquainted with the character 
of this cascade. Yet the very name " Fall of 
Dust," should have made me hesitate, ere I 
compared it with the real and most substantial 
blessing and benefit of the Divine grace and 
Sacraments. In truth, this fall is no abundant 
or beautiful stream. It is a delusion of the eye, 
and when you draw near, you behold a very 
feeble (though perennial) stream descending 
the rock, which almost vanishes from your 
sight when you have gone a little further. No, 
this is no fit emblem of God's best gifts, the 
Blessed Sacraments, nor is a silent &11, perhaps, 
the truest image of them, for His spiritual gifts 
fma§ fizll of awe aa they are of blessedness, and 
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the two cannot be wholly separated^ and most 
ever attach to them^ while we remain in our 
jfrail bodies^ and are burdened by our most im- 
perfect nature. 



Sountus antr Associations. 

That sounds recall associations is so old and 
common a remark that it would not be worth 
makings were it not^ that we each of us feel the 
truth of it so keenly for ourselves, that it ap- 
pears to us new and original. And what sound 
perhaps, (at least so it seems to me,) has the 
power of recalling the past more vividly, than 
the lowing of cattle at a distance ; speaking to 
some of us of quiet scenes in ^outh, when life 
seemed to lie stretched out before us as a long 
vista; when days, and months, and years, had 
something of substance and abiding in them ; 
when there appeared to be time for schemes 
and undertakings of some length; when all 
things had not as yet begun to fly before us like 
a fleet shadow, and our life was not (as it be- 
came in after years,) spent for us rather than 
by us, through events and circumstances in 
part beyond our own control? Yes; such 
sounds as these^ " come floating over the heart 
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like tbe soft breath of the autumnal gale/' 
whisper soothingly the hope^ that something 
may be restored to us of what has been lost in 
earlier years; that the precious gifts of time 
and power, and opportunity, may yet be granted 
us in calmer age, for self-culture, self-improve- 
ment, and some work which will not be with- 
out profit to our fellow-creatures. 



^^ri 



iteto gear's ffiag* 

We wish our jfriends ^^ a happy new year.'' 
What do we mean by this ? That the coming 
months should be as full as may be of pleasant 
events, with health and strength granted to do 
and to enjoy, and with as few intervals as pos- 
sible of wearisome inactivity, of dulness, or of 
forced repose. I speak not now concerning 
more real trials and misfortunes, which as a 
matter of course are excluded from our thoughts, 
when we frame wishes for those we love. This 
is all very natural, and I say not that it were 
well to include crosses and mishaps in these our 
wishes for them, since their heavenly Father 
alone knows how much of these is good and 
needful for each of His children : but is it not 

iiaps true that we err in desiring for them 
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an unbroken span of actiyity^ of pleasant dis» 
tractions^ of interesting events and occupations^ 
thus filling up all their time^ and leaving little 
space, if for weariness^ so likewise for recollec- 
tion and reflection? May not men be too 
busy, too fully occupied, even though their 
labour be ^^ in the Lord" and ^^ for the Lord," 
in His vineyard and in His house, nay, even 
in some way ministering to Him in His poor? 
Is it as good for us as it is pleasant to have a 
multitude of innocent and agreeable distractions 
and pursuits, filling up all our hours, and oc- 
cupying and engrossing most of our thoughts ? 
All these things may be, and doubtless are, 
'^ good gifts," but they are likely, when pos- 
sessed in a very full measure, to be so at the 
expense of higher and better ones still; and 
therefore I venture to question the wisdom of 
invoking exclusively such blessings as these 
upon the heads of those we love. It is an un- 
questionable truth, a law of God's kingdom, 
that we may not and cannot have all things at 
once to hold and to enjoy. If we would attain 
to the highest and best things we must be con- 
tent to let go some of the less good. While 
we are in the enjoyment of all that makes time 
speed away pleasantly, and have our heart's 
desire here below, we shall be less likely to 
raise our minds to the thought of another and 
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a better state; we shall know little of the* 
blessedness of looking on to the joys of the life 
to come. Moreover the hope and expectation 
of entering into its felicities will form but a 
very small portion of our happiness in this life. 
And whilst it is thus with us must not our loss 
be great, whatever amount of earthly happiness 
and contentment may have been granted us as 
our lot ? Let us not then deem those whose 
portion comprehends many blank days to be 
necessarily objects of our pity and compassion. 
They may undoubtedly be such if their im- 
employed hours are filled by repining thoughts 
and melancholy musings ; but if the intervals 
of forced inaction which are allotted to them 
be filled, as it was doubtless intended that they 
should be by Him Who appointed that par- 
ticular trial for those His servants, with thoughts 
reaching beyond the passing and comparatively 
trivial things of this life; then none are so 
worthy of our envy, at least of our emulation, as 
these placid sufierersj nor can we refuse to 
acknowledge that their lot comprises a treasure 
of joy, yea, a mine of pure and refined enjoy- 
ment far exceeding in weight and intrinsic 
value the more showy and external advantages 
of the outwardly happy in this world. Doubt- 
Jess this is a truth hard to be realized by those 
fho have not themselves experieaced it, and 
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which of US has done so fully ? But let us not 
deny it on that account, let us rather watch 
and see whether the lot of all does not comprise 
some of those intervals which may be, accord- 
ing as we use them or not, either very trying 
and wearisome, or else the preparation for the 
eternal bliss of heaven. A long journey is 
usually thought a tedious expenditure of time 
and strength, and so it is indeed if the accidents 
of it occupy all our time and attention, but if 
we turn this respite from our ordinary occupa- 
tions and pursuits into profitable reflections upon 
many subjects past, present, and to come, it 
may prove more fruitful afterwards in many 
ways than the busiest of our usually busy 
hours! All depends on first discerning and 
then making the right use of what comes 
uppermost on the wheel of time. Can we but 
attain to this, our whole life assumes a different 
aspect, for in fact the events of life are mostly 
what they appear to us, and what we feel them 
to be. The same person who has been wont to 
think his lot a very crooked one, or who has 
dwelt too much upon its trials, may, by the 
illuminating grace of God, come to take so 
different a view of his position that his lot may 
even appear to him to stand out from that of 
other men, arrayed in a light so soft and 
colours so grateful to his eye tYii^X. \ife ^w^ ^^^w 
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esteem himself the most highly favoured among 
men^ and it will seem to him well-nigh in- 
credible that he could ever have harboured 
such ungrateful and ungracious thoughts to- 
wards Him *^ Who tempers to all the east wind 
in the day of His rough wind/' and Who has 
appointed the law of compensation to rule in 
this lower world of His until the " redemption 
of the purchased possession/'^ the ^^ inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you who are kept 
by the power of God, through faith unto salva- 
tion, ready to be revealed in the last time, 
wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a 
season if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations : that the trial of your 
faith being much more precious than of gold 
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praise, and honour, and 
glory, at the appearing of Jesus Christ, 
Whom having not seen ye love; in Whom, 
though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory, 
receiving the end of your faith, even the salva- 
tion of your souls/^^ t^ which may we all 
attain by the grace and mercy of Him Who 
liveth and reigneth with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, world without end. Amen. 
^^ ' EphcB. i. 14. * 1 ^. 1?«^^. V v-^. 
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'' W^t Uacant Seats/* 

"There, (at God's right hand,) is our home j 
there, if by God's grace we persevere, above 
the stars, are the vacant seats prepared for 
us/' — Dr. Pusey^s Sermon for Ascension Day, 

The Vacant Seats! How much in those 
few words, "the vacant seats/' Does it not 
speak and go home to every heart ? Is there 
need to enlarge upon it, except for the happi- 
ness it affords in dwelling on it. We all know 
how much force there is in the idea of the 
vacant place allotted to any one on earth j whe- 
ther it be the stall in the cathedral, or a place 
at the festal or social board ; one's own place at 
home, at the board, or round the family hearth. 
The special seat of any one member of the 
circle, the chair always occupied by the head of 
the family — ^the venerable parent I one's own 
particular seat and place in the room, associated 
with oneself in the minds of the other members 
of our family — always left for one. What a 
difference it makes I And to think of there 
being such a place actually awaiting us in Pa- 
radise, in heaven, left empty until we come to 
fill it. It is truly a thought full of ecstasy if 
we can indeed realize it. There is a very op- 
posite thought to this, but ^VdcXi\sivj\isk^Na^ 



IdO HOI^T THOITGBn An 1E17SDC6S 

to realize the other, throoglL the rery force of 
contrast. We know how in a churchyard or 
eemeterj, many a place Hes Tacant awaiting its 
destined occupier, and how it will remain empty 
and untenanted till that destined possessor come 
to fill it. We know not where it is, but only 
that such a place there is on earth for us, for 
each one of us; and one day, we know not 
when, we shall go and fiU it. But what a dif- 
ference. We may, (that is, the poor earthly 
remains of our mortal body,) may remain there 
always, undisturbed ; we can feel no assurance 
that it will be so. But as to the place prepared 
for our better part in Paradise and that more 
blessed mansion in our Father's house which 
is preparing for body and soul together, that if 
once attained, will be ours for ever. No fear 
to be displaced any more; of that we are cer* 
tain. Where our faith comes short, is as to 
such a place being really ours, ours now, vacant 
and awaiting us to fill it. Let us dwell on and 
cherish this thought ; it will be our best and 
most powerful incitement to those efiPorts on 
our part, which are demanded of us, to entitle 
us to attain what is so freely given, promised, 
and prepared for us. 
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a iWelrttatton for lEaster lEfae* 

Let us inquire into the reason of that fear 
and unwillingness to die, so common to man, 
whereas S. Paul so earnestly desired to ^^ de- 
part and to be with Christ, which is far better,^^^ 
that is to say, better than any joys which this 
world can afford. We have not far to seek the 
cause. ^^The sting of death is sin.^^^ gin 
alone has made death appear to us, the king of 
terrors. Sinful man shrinks from the thought 
of being ushered into the Presence of an Infi- 
nitely Perfect Being, Who is the arbiter of 
his fate. This is a humbling truth ; let us ac- 
knowledge it. But is there no remedy for the 
evil? no hope to emerge from those shadows 
of dread and misgiving? Yes, indeed; for 
what avail the promises of the Gospel, if they 
stand us not in stead in the time of our greatest 
need, when our hearts would else fail us ut- 
terly ? but, ^^ thanks be to God, Who hath given 
us the victory through Jesus Christ.'^^ "There 
is now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus." '^ Who shall lay anything to 
the charge of God's elect?''* Shall God that 
justifieth ! Who is he that condemneth ? Shall 

» Phil. i. 23. 3 1 Cor. xv. 56. 

8 1 Cor. XV. 67. * Itiom. wL. 1^^^^^, 
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" CHmisT that died ; Tea, ntlier, that is risoi 
again, Wlio ts eiien at the li^it hand ci God, 
Who also maketh intenseanon for us?'' Shall 
His Blood haTe been dxd in Tain? Shall He 
hare soflferedaomnciilbr DsinTain? Doubi- 
leas of oondves we weve without hc^^bot shall 
wefiaqget the leden^ptiao wioo^it for ns, for 
idiofn '^ while we weve yet ainnen, Cnmisv 
died,"^ Who when we sin, still acts as our 
" Advocate with the FATnEB, Jbscs Chbist the 
lighteoos : and He is the propitiation for our 
sins» (fix., those of weak and imperfoct Chris- 
tians^) and for the sins of the whcdeworld.'^ To 
quote Scrq>tuiey however^ in coder to establish, 
or l»ing before our minds the consoling blessed 
doctrine of the forgiveness of sins, were to re- 
peat the greater portion of the New, and mudi 
even of the Old Testament. Let this suffice to 
diminish those natural and dinging fears of 
death, which otherwise would keep us in bond- 
age, until love has cast out fear, and £uth has 
led us to rely on God, even more than we dia. 
trust ourselves. Hope having thus done its 
purifying work, we feel ourselves not quite un* 
meet for His Presence and His kingdom, so 
that we rather wait patiently for the appointed 
time of our great change, than shrink from it 
with overwhelming fear. Thus has it been with 
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many a faithful, though imperfect^ Christian. 
Blessed be God ; we have ourselves witnessed 
it to be so, and the exclamation of our hearts 
then was : " O death, where is here thy sting? 
O grave, where is here thy victory ?^'i Surely 
to such as these it was given, to bruise the head 
of Satan, even whilst by means of bodily an- 
guish, he had power to bruise their heel. 



®n lEaster ©ag* 

It is worthy of remark that S. Peter began 
very early (viz. on this very day) to fulfil the 
injunction laid on him by his Divine Master, that 
when he was converted he should strengthen 
his brethren ;2 for it would really seem as if it 
was his testimony borne to the other disciples 
of Jesus having appeared to him, which first 
of all raised their drooping spirits, and em- 
boldened them to believe what they had been 
previously so slow to apprehend. When the 
two disciples returned* from Emmaus to Jeru- 
salem and gave the joyful tidings of the inter- 
course they had been privileged to hold in the 
way with their beloved Master, they were met 
by this corroborating assertion on the part of 
» 1 Cor. XT. 66. ' ^.IwSm^txxsl.^'L, 



\^ HOLY THOUGHTS AND MUSINGS 

%hv>\T hearers, ^^ The Lord is risen indeed, and 
h^th appeared to Simon/'^ It does not there- 
Ibrc seem unreasonable to connect the sudden 
growth of their faith since the morning (when 
they gave no credence to the joyful and as- 
tounding intelligence of S. Mary Magdalene 
and the other women) to this circumstance of 
the apparition of our Lord to S. Peter as com- 
municated doubtless by himself. It is true 
that their dawning faith in so great a miracle 
hardly stood the personal test to which it was 
put immediately afterwards, when Jesus Him- 
self stood in the midst of them and said, " Peace 
be unto you;"^ for we read that they were 
" terrified and afirighted,^' notwithstanding the 
gracious salutation which " He Who knew 
what was in man^'^ had just used to them, in 
order to subdue their fear. Even when after 
the sensible proofs He vouchsafed them of His 
real tangible presence, " they yet believed not 
for joy,'^* He added a still more amazing proof 
of His actual bodily resuscitation by eating be- 
fore them, thus furnishing us with another 
example of His exceeding gentleness and for- 
bearing love towards His Apostles and His fol- 
lowers throughout all generations to come. 

» S. Luke xxiv. 34. * Ver. 36. 

s S. John ii. 25. * S. Luke xxiL 41. 
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faster ©ag* 

On Easter Eve we spoke of the necessity of 
faith and hope in the redemption wrought for 
ns by the Passion and Death of our Divine Re- 
deemer. On this happy day we are led to base 
'our trust on the glorious doctrine of the Resur- 
rection. It has been truly observed, that this 
is the firmest base of all our hopes for the future. 
S. Peter tells us^ that ^^we have been begotten 
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead/*^ because by the 
rising again of Christ God hath set His seal to 
the Divinity of our Blessed Redeemer, and to all 
that He has wrought on earth for us by word 
and deed, by His suflfering and death on the 
Cross. Thus is our hope in Him confirmed, 
which without the fact of His Resurrection 
would have lacked all these encouragements. 
How important, therefore, and how full of con- 
solation, is the event celebrated on this joyful 
day throughout the whole world, since on it are 
built all our hopes of a future life which form 
our support in passing through the valley of 
the shadow of death. 

1 1 S. Pot. i. 3. 
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ANDREWES (Bp.)— A Manual of Peivate Devotions, 
containing rrayers for each Day in the Week, Devotions 
for the Holy Communion, and for the Sick. 6d. ; cloth, 
9d. ; calf or morocco, 28. 6d. 
" Nothing can be more fitted to be the derout Chorchmaii's pocket com- 
panion. The name of Bishop Andrewes is generally allowed to stand the very 
highest among the worthies of the English Charch, bat this is the first time 
that his devotions, in their uuadolterated state, have been placed within ttie 
reach of any bat the wealthy i and the arrangement is much more conTeniont 
than in the larger editions."— O^r/orrf Herald. 

ARDEN.— Prayers for a Husband and Wife. By the 

Rev. G. Arden, M.A. 6d. 
BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER OF 1662, according to the 
Sealed Copy in the Tower of London. In small 8vo., 
handsomely printed in red and black, with the old Ebsevir 
type, forming a suitable volume for the Clergyman's use 
either in the desk or closet. Calf, 13s. 6d. ; antique calf, 
ISs. and 2l8. ; morocco, 17s. 6d., and upwards. 
*' In form it is neat and compact, and in typography remarkably elegant. 
For all parposes where accarate quotation is necessary, the present is th§ edi- 
tion ; the edition, that is, for the mejority of the Clergy who are not book col- 
lectors, yet whose stady tables need an aathoritative and standard Prayer 
Book." — Christian Remembrancer. 

BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER (The), according to the 
use of the Church of Scotland. Roan gilt, 3s. 6d, 
This book was printed with the imprimatar of the late Bishop Torry. 

BOOK OF FAMILY PRAYERS, arranged according to the 
Ecclesiastical Days and Seasons of the Church of GoD. 
By a Layman. Is. 4d. 

BOOK OF FAMILY PRAYERS, collected from the Public 
Liturgy of the Church of England. By the Sacrist of 
Durham. Fcp. 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

BOWDLER (Rev. T.)— Praters for a Christian House- 
hold, chiefly taken from the Scriptures, from the Ancient 
Liturgies, and the Book of Commoii'^iv^^. ^\e^^^^\s<^ 
the late Rev. T. Bowdler. ¥cp, ft^o.» ^i^o^^'Iv 
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BRjffiTiXGHAM.— Devotioks fos the Houbs, from tii« 
Psalms. Selected by C. M. Bretdngham. 16mo., 3s. 6d., 
beaatifully printed, illustrated, and bound. 
" Amwcepteble gift to an Mnoos mm! tevooflr disposed pcf80ii8.'>—JPfviU 



BURIAL OF THE DEAD (The Order for the). Printed 
from the Book of Common Pnyer : the Musical Notation 
(from Merbecke's Booke of Common Praier Noted, 1550] 
Harmonised. Intended for the use of Choirs. Printed in 
red and black, ElzcTir type. Is. ; or 9s. per dozen. 

BURIAL OFFICE NOTED, for Parochial Use. Set to 
simple Chants for the Use of Village Choirs. 6d. 

BmHAL OF THE DEAD fThe Order for the). Printed in 
large trpe, on a board, ror attendants at fVinerals. For 
Parochial Use. 6d. 

BUTLER.— Short Rules fob Pbateb fob Working Men, 
containing Morning, Noon-day» and ETeoiiig Prayers, 
-with Hymns, Grace lor Meak, &c. By the Rev. W. J. 
Butler, M.A., Vicar of Wantage, Berks. 2d. 

CARTER— Day of Pbayeb; or a method of deToutly com- 
inemorating the Mysteries of the Life and PassioB of our 
Blessed Lobd, arranged for the different hours of the day, 
from six in the morning till eleven at nighL Bdited by 
the RcT. T. T. Carter, Rector of Clewer. New EdUim in 
the Press* 

CARTER.— Night Offices for the Holt Week. Uniform 
with the Day-hours. 
- It has been felt that a Translation of the Night Offices of Hie Weatem 

Church for Holy Week, in a form adapted to tbe vae of English Chncdbmen, 

wwdd be acceptable to many. Few alteMtions Imire been nada im tnas- 

ferdiig these Offices, and such as have been tiMwght adidsable baire beai 

governed by a desire to preserve greater cLoseasss to the kttor of Holj Scrii^ 

tWt9.**—Prtfmee, 

CARTER.— Book of Private Peater, for Morning, Mid- 
day, Night, and other Times; with Notes for those wba 
would lire to God amid the Business of Daily Life. New 
Edition. Is. 3d., limp cloth ; Is. 6d., boards ; Is. 9d., roan. 

CARTER.— Family Prayers. In the Frees, 

CHRISTIAN CHILD'S BOOK fThe). Parts I. and H., 6d. 
each. Bound together in clotn, Is. 
Fan I. contains suitable Frayeia ftxr a ChUd aa ta«cht by a M«tho^ with 

Questions and Answers. Part II. oontains Hynms on the Hours of Prayer, * 

FestlTals, &c. 

CHRISTIAN SERVANT'S BOOK (The) OF MEDITATION 
AND PRAYER Is. 6d. cloth, 2s. leather. Fifth Edil^ 
with Engraved Frondspleees, suited for men or woaien. 
M 909 of an loteBded acrlei of boota tot e&0«wix ^^kawsa ««. C%«hitians, 
f deBirned to htt) theai to eternal ^VD^taa \>^ >ii» '*^*5 <A ^iwtf^ 
mT^ ItlsciSiiledbyoiie^Yiototih&wmAtwl^uWvfcfc. 



J. MasterSj London, 

CHBISTIAN WEEK (The), a Manual of Devotion for Schools 
and Families. 6d. 

Contains a Morniny Prarcr and Litany, Erening Prayer and Thankifhrlnff, 
with Selections from the Psalter for the morning and eveningr of each daji 
also Collects and Hymns for eadi mornteg and eyeninf . 

COLLECTS rThe) from the Book of Common Prayer. 32mo., 
aewed, 2a. ; rubricated, and in parchment cover, 6d. 

COMPANION TO THE ALTAR: adapted for the Office of 
the Holy Communion according to the use of the Scottieli 
Church, with a New Week's Preparation ; to which is now 
added, the Fourth Book of Thomas a Kempis' Imitation 
of Chkist. Third Edition, Is. cloth. A larger Edition, 
fcp. 8vo., cloth, 28. 6d. 

COPE AND STRETTON.— VisiTAno Infiemoeums or 
Offices for the Clergy in Directing, Comforting, and Pray- 
ing with the Sick. By the Rev. Sir W. H. Cope, Bart., 
and the Rev. H. Stretton. New edition, calf, 16s.; mo- 
rocco, 20s. In Three Parts, calf, 21s. ; morocco, 25s. Also 
in various binding, with metal-work. 

Appendix to the first edition, containing the Additioiial 
Offices. Is. 6d. 

The Responsal for the Visitatio Infirmonim : Portions to be 
said by those who accompany the Priest. Cloth, 2s. 

Contains— An Introduction on every part of a Priest's duty in yisitingri 
twsnty-seven Offices and Utanies for every ease and state of lickness, acddoit, 
or calamity of mind, body, or estate ; thirty .five Scripture Lections appUad to 
afflictions, chastisements, pautence,tnistftaness, &o. i fourteen Lections firom 
Sutton's Learn to die ; twelve Exhortations by Bishop Steame ; dght by Bisliq^ 
WilaoB ; five fkx>m Bishop Jeremy Taylor ; Exhortations, Expoations, Bxami- 
nationa, and Instructions to the sick person, his firicnds and attendantsi with 
copious Table of Psalms, Scripture Lections and Prayers used in the work. 

*< Is sure to be found of great benefit to the parochial Clergy. The latrodnc- 
tion contains a number of admirable general hints.'*— JS«o{e«<a«<u;. 

COSIN.^A Collection of Private Devotions foe the 
Hours of Prates. By John Coain, DJ)., Bishop of 
Durham, 1626. Cloth, Is. } calf, as. 

CoMTSNTs :— On.tiie Calendar and its special use; the Creed, the Loan's 
Prayer, the Ten Commandments ; Precepts, Virtues, Works of Mercy, &c. i 
the Hours of Prayor, the Penitential Psalms, Litany, Collects, Devotions for 
the Sacrament, Ember Week, ftc. 

DAY HOURS (The) OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 
Newly Translated and Arranged according to the Ptayer 
Book and the Authorised Translation of the Bihle. down 
8vo., 3s. 6d. ; limp morocco and antique calf, 7s. 
«* A vahiable additfon to the mtay alda to AfcvtMQSL^^tV&tdBL wa ^sdssb^ «Qb» 
moBt preeioaa algnt of the deepenlns life ol «to ^cwniXtei \ V\>^%.^««s««.«A^ 
UMh order."-- CArittioM Remembrtmew. ^ 



ManuaU, Prayen^ ^. 

DEVOTIONS FOB CHILDBEX, intended raeeiaUj for Cbo- 

risters who are present at the time of Hoi j Commanion. 6d. 

CoBtBiiiiiir Pnjtn daring the Sarriee, and a Aott litanjr, with poKtioM of 
Holy Scripture for meditatioa, with Hjimis. 

DEVOTIONS FOR THE SICK ROOM: Prayers in Sick- 
ness, compiled from Ancient Liturgies and the Writings of 
Holy Men. By R. B. Fourth Edition, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

CovTCMTS r'Morninir aad Evenbif Senrioet, with prmyen for pvoledkm, 
Mtieace, &c.f Special Scriptures aad Prayen for the tfane ci Sidmen tnd 
Death) Devottonsfor Women laboaringr with ciiild; a Feniteiitial QAoe ; the 
Holf Commanion ; TbanlcsfiTiocs, omwianal PraTen, with Seatenoes, and 
Prayers for the Feasts and Fasts of the Chorcli. 

COMPANION FOR THE SICK ROOM: being a Compen- 
dium of Christian Doctrine. By the same audior. 2s. 6d. 
CoVTSMTS :— Meditations on the Attribates of Ood; on Faith in oar Lord 
and in the Holt Omost; tlie Means of Oraoe j Doty to God, oor nd^boor, 
aad oorselTes } compiled from 8. Aacrostine, 8. Anselm, 8. Bernard, S. Cyprian, 
Bishops Taylor, Pearson, Beveridfe, Hooker, Wilson, Cosin, Sberiocic, Ac. 

These two bound together in one toL, 5s. ; calf, 9s. 
DEVO'nONS FOR SCHOOL BOYS (A Manual of). Com- 
piled from various sources, by the same author. New Edi- 
tion. 6d. 
CoNTSNTS :— Prayers for Momingr aad Erenin^ for yonngcr boys i Players 
and Litany, for older boys; Directions for reading Scriptare; Prayen for 
Special Graces I for Fridays; Self-examination; for time of Sickness; Ei- 
planation of the Creed, Lean's Prayer, and Ten Commandments. 

DEVOTIONS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS. 

Id. 
Containing^ Prayer before and after Chorch j Morning and Ereninff Prayers, 
and for Nine, Tweive, and Three o'clock, with Hymns. 

DEVOTIONAL AIDS FOR THE USE OF THE CLERGY, 

for every part of their office : Vesting for Sendee, Preach- 
ing, Visiting, Self-examination, Communion, &o. 32mo., 
parchment. Is. 

" The best manual that has made its appearance amonir as in recent times. 
If an improved tone of doctrine is to take root in the Eng^liA Charch, it most 
of course materially affect the devotions of the Clergy,"— Ecele$iaMiie, 

DEVOUT PRAYERS ON THE LIFE AND PASSION OF 
THE LORD JESUS, by which the Faithful Soul may 
increase in the love of God. Edited by R. B. Is. i paper 
cover, 8d. 

FERVKNT ASPIRATIONS AFTER DIVINE LOVE, AND 
THANKSGIVINGS ON THE PASSION : being Part 
11. of " Devout Prayers," 'Ac. 6d. ; cloth, 8d. 

DIAL OF MEDITATION AND PRAYER: with Short 
Hymns. Third Edition. 3d. 

t Id tb§ hope of sanrtng as ahelp tot:kiQM'«YA mitaA^iNacuatA^ialk in 
.- w way— to redeem the time as the ciUxk itedkM «M^'SMnim«>vmM 
hit Heart to Ooo in meditatUm and vn9«* 



jr. Masters, London. 

DOMESTIC OFFICES : being Morning and Evening Prayer 

for the Use of Families. Wrapper, 6d. ; cloth, 8d. 

Containingr Versicles and Responses, Hymn, Creed, Antiphon, and Psalms 
for each day of the week, with Prayers. 

DUTY AND BLESSEDNESS OF INTERCESSORY 

PRAYER, with Tables of Weekly Intercessions at Private 

Prayer. By R. B. 4d. ; in wrapper, 6d. 
ERRINGTON.— Short Prayers por Soldiers. By Colonel 

Errington. 3d., or 16s. per hundred, in parchment 

covers. 
Contains, Texts on the Soldier's Office, with the 61st Psalm and Morning 
Prayer ; the same for the Evening, with the 9 1st Psalm j Prayers for the eve 
of battle, when wounded, on a march, at sea, &c. 

EUCHARISTIC MONTH: being short Daily Preparation 
and Thanksgiving for the Holy Communion. 8d. ; cloth, 
Is. ; bound. Is. 6d. 

** Presupposes Communion to be frequent. It provides a single thoni^t for 
the soul to exercise itself upon, and around that collects a remarkable bar- 
mony of Scripture illustration."— £ee/en'a«/te. 

FAMILY PRAYERS FOR THE CHILDREN OF THE 
CHURCH. 4d.; cloth, 8d. 
Short and simple form intended to keep up in the minds of those ntlngr 
them the great truth of their having been made Goo's children by adopti<m, 
and admitted into His family. 

A FEW DEVOTIONAL HELPS FOR THE CHURCH 

SEASONS. Edited by Two Clergymen. In one vol. 
cloth, 38. ; calf, 5b. 6d. 
For Advent, Chmstmas, and other Seasons, until 

Lent. Is. 
For Lent and Passion-tide. 6d. 
For Easter-tide. 4d. 

For Each Day from Rogation to Trinity Sunday. 8d. 
For the Saints* Days. 8d. 

In one volume, 38., cloth boards* 
For the Season of Trinity. 28. 6d. j or in Two parts, 

Is., and Is. 4d. 
*' The object of this little collection is, that each person may have at hand 
some devotional aids, adapted to the holy season, to be added to his accna- 
tomed prayers as he has time and opportunity." 

<* An excellent compilation ; we desire to introduce it as a whole to all our 
readers. Both clergy and laity would be the better for the use of the devout 
compositions which are here presented to their haxid.**— Clerical Journal. 

FORM OF PRAYER AND CEREMONIES USED AT 
THE CONSECRATION OF CHURCHES, &c., in 
London and Winchester. Id., or 7s. per 100. Form for 
Oxford Diocese. 2d., or 14b. per 100. 

FORM OF PRAYER FOR LAYING THE STO^E. O^ ^ 
CHURCH OR CHAPEL. Id, 



Manuals f Prayers^ ^. 

FORM OF PRAYER FOR LAYING THE STONE OF A 
SCHOOL. Id. 

FORM FOR CONSECRATING CEMETERY CHAPELS. 

[Rochester Diocese.] 78. per 100. 
FORM OF SELF-EXAMINATION; with Prayers Prepara- 
tory to the Holy Communion. 2d. 
Containing an Exhortation to Self.E^mination, with a set of Qaestioiii 
■dapted to tach state of life.— Prayers before and after Ho^ Comimuiian. 

FORM OF SELF-EXAMINATION; with a Few Directions 
for Daily Use. By F. H. M. 3d., or 2l8. per 100. 
'* Intended to hdp persons in their daily Warfture against haman inflmities} 
and in growth in grace, those who are upon the whole trying to lead a daily 
life of strictness and watchfaboess.**— Pr^aee. 

HEYGATE.>-Te]£ Manual: a Book of Devotion, chiefly in- 
tended for the Poor. B^ the Rev. W. E. Heygate, M.A 
New and cheap edition, with beautifal Engraving. Cheap 
Edition, 6d.; cloth, limp, Is.; boards, Is. 3d.; leather, 
Is. 4d. A considerable reauction to the Clergy in quantities. 
" Aims at carrying the sons and daughters of poverty throngh all the steps 
of ttie Christian life, from the eartiest prayers of children to t^e preparatka 
for the last hour. We feel safe in highly recommending the manner tan wUiAl 
the desigfn is worked oat { the spirit and contents are at once English and 
Catholle, the Umgoage carefhlly plain, yet never shrinking from reali^.**— 
ChrtiiittH Remembrimeer. 

" A very valaable work ; the best of its kind that has yet been paUUshed. 
It seems to contain all that an ordinary Christian can reqoire."— liTfelMtafMtf. 

HEYGATE.— The Evening of Life; or Meditatioiii and 
Devotions for the Aged. Post 8vo., large type, da. 6d. 
** An extremely grave and religions manual for aged Christians. A ■soaaic 
of Scriptures, Psalms, meditations, and instructions, and is perhapa tiie best 
among the many practical services which its author has l e nd en B d to the 
Church."— CArith'an Remembranetr, 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST THE ENJOINED WORSHIP 
OF GOD IN " SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH,'' AND THE 
"PURE OFFERING" OF THE GOSPEL COVE- 
NANT. A Manaal containing Directions and suitable 
Devotions for those who remain in Church during the 
Holy Communion, but do not Communicate. By a Parish 
Priest. 6d. 

HOLY BAPTISM. The Offices of Baptism according to the 
Use of the English Church : with ^lect Passaffes, Medi- 
tations and Prayers, from the Fathers and Old Divines. 
Suited as a present to baptized children, catechumens, and 
parents and sponsors. Iloyal 32mo., with border orna- 
ments, &c. 2s. 6d. cloth ; 5s. 6d. morocco. 

HOOPER.— PEATER8 FOB FAMILY WoESHiP ; with a Disser- 
Ution on the Passover and the Divine Constitution of the 
Church. By the late Rex. 3.^001^, ^ '^V» Prayers 
onJjr, l8. 6d, in wrappers 



S* Moiiers, London. 

HOROLOGY (An); oa, Dial of Pbayer. Royal 32[ma, 

Rubricated, Is. New edition. 
Being Sbort Prayers bv way of Aspiratioo for every hour. Intended to aid 
the feeble endeavours or those who desire to show all ftdthfal obedience to 
their Blessed Saviour's words, *' Men oairht always to pcay.*' 

INSTRUCTIONS, PRAYERS, AND HOLY ASPIRATIONS 
FOR AFFLICTED CHRISTIANS. By the author of 
" The Doctrine of the Cross,*' and " Devotions for the Sick 
Room.** Cloth, 6d. ; paper, 4d. 
* The great comfort afforded to many sorrowingr hearts by the * Devotions 



for the Sick Room,' indaced the compiler to pot forth these Mghett aapirtk- 
tions of the Saints of Gon. May He so bless these fervent pravers of His 
servants, that many hearts may be thereby quickened to more ardent desires 



after Him, and be brongrht to know the full blessedness of a deep and Uvine 
Connnimion with Jssus, the Ineflkble Source at life and VUsaJ*— Preface, 

JOHNSON (Dr.)--PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS, Com- 
posed by Samuel Johnson, LL.D. With a Preface by 
the Rev. W. Gresley, MA. Small 8vo., with portrait, 
28. 6d. 

KEN'S (Bp.) PUAYERS FOR MoRNIMG AND EVENING* 3fi. 6d. 

per 100. 
KETTLE WELL.— A Companion for the Penitent. By 

the Rev. John Kettlewell. 8d. 
CoNTBNTS :— An Office for the Penitent, with Scriptures and Praf erg for the 
several parts of repentance.— The Trial and Judgment of th« Soul on fisttb, 
obedience, reconciliation, restifttttioa, tec— An Ofice for one troubled ia mind, 
with Scriptufie and Prayers. 

LAURENCE.— The Churchman's Assistant at Holt 
Communion ; being so much of the Order of Administra- 
tion as is enesL^ed with the actual Celebration of that 
Sacrament. With Additions and Directions for the use of 
Communicants. By the Rev. Robert F. Laurence, M.A. 
Fcp. 8vo., cloth, 2s. 

LITURGY FOR A VILLAGE SCHOOL. Compiled tor the 
use of Shenstone National School. Cloth, 6d. 
Contains Mominff and Evening Prayers, witk Kesponsts and Liftanj for 

Wednesdafs and Fridays. 

LITANY OF THE NAME OF JESUS. 32mo. Id. 

MALAN.— Praters and Thanksgivings for the Holt 
Communion. Chiefly for the Use of the Clergy. Trans- 
lated from Coptic, Armenian, and other Eastern Rituals. 
Second Edition. By the Rev. S. C* Malan, M.A., Vicar of 
Broadwindsor. Is. 6d. 

MAJiAN.— Meditations for evert Wednesdat and Fri- 
day in Lent, on ▲ Prayer of S. Ephraem the Syrian. 
Translated from the Russian. To which are added Short 
Homilies for Passion Week, fxonk ^. CVffw^V(nfiL^Sl^«^:As^^ 
rian, and S. Ephraenu 'B^\]kieT3L«N*%.vS»"\j\sJi«Q.« '^•^* 



Manuals, Prayers, ^e, 

MANUAL OF MORNING AND EVENING PRAYER FOR 
A CHRISTIAN SERVANT. 2d. 

MANUAL FOR COMMUNICANTS : being an Assistant to 
a Devout and Worthy Reception of the Lord's Supper. 
Morocco, Is. 6d. ; roan. Is.; paper cover, 6d. In large 
type, 6d. ; also a cheap edition for placing in Prayer 
Books, 2d. 
'< Of this Manaal it is higrh praise to say, that it wiU stand weU with the best 

which we have." — ChruHan Remembrancer. 

MANUAL OF PLAIN DEVOTIONS, adapted for Private 
and for Family Use. Fcp. 8vo., cloth, 2s. 
" It is the object of this Manual to furnish a set of devotions suited for all 
occasions. With this view it has been compiled, for the most part, firom tiie 
works of acknowledged devotional writers of the English Church, it contains 
Private Prayers for every morning and evening in the week ; An Offlce for the 
Holy Communion j An OflOce for the Sick ; Devotions for certain Seasons of 
the Church } Devotions for several occasions ; and Family Prayers for every 
morning and evening in the week." — Notice, 

MANUAL OF DAILY PRAYERS FOR PERSONS WHO 
ARE MUCH HINDERED BY THE DUTIES OF 
THEIR CALLING, with a Preparation for Holy Com- 
munion. Fifth thousand. 6d. 
METHOD OF ASSISTING THE SICK. Translated from 
the Latin. (A. P. F.) 32mo., rubricated. 2d. 
"The Clergy often feel the necessity of some form beside the excellent Visi- 
tation Service. The following may by Goo's blessing be found usefoL" 

MONSELL.— Prayers and Litanies taken frobs Holt 
Scripture ; together with a Calendar, and Table of Daily 
Lessons. Arranged by John S. B. Monsell, LL.D., Rural 
Dean, and Vicar of Egham, Author of " Spiritual Songs," 
<* Parish Musings,** &c. In square 24mo., toned paper. 
2s. 6d. 
" wm be a great help to those who desire thoughtftil and devout goidanoe 

in the work of private or of family devotion." — Ouardian. 

MORNING AND EVENING EXERCISES FOR BEGIN- 
NERS. By a Clergyman. 2d., or 14s. per hundred. 
A Form of Daily Prayer, with a Short Form for Daily Examination of the 
Conscience ; with Eight Golden admonitions to all those who desire to live 
godly in this present world. 

MORNING AND EVENING PRAYERS FOR A FAMILY 

OR HOUSEHOLD. IJd., or 10s. 6d. per 100; or in 

stiffened wrapper, 2d. each, or 14s. per 100. These 

Prayers have been approved and sanctioned by the Lord 

Bishop of Oxford. 

" An excellent form, on accoont of its being to a great extent antipbonal. 

The more responses can be kept up in any social devotions the better."— 

C/ffr£pa/ Jduma/. 

MOSNINQ AND EVENING PH^XESl Oii t^ CwxA* B^ 
_._ K8. 4d. 



J, MasterSf London, 

MORNING AND EVENING PRAYER. On a Card. With 
Directions. By F. H. M. 3d. 

MORNING AND EVENING PRAYERS FOR A HOUSE- 
HOLD. 6d. 

" O come let as worship and fUl down and kneel before the Loan our 
Maker.*' 

NELSON.— A Guide to the Holy Communion; with 
Suitable Devotions. Being a cheap edition of the lareer 
work for general distribution, except the part on Confir- 
mation, which has been pmitted. 8d. 

NELSON.— The Great Duty of Frequenting the Chris- 
tian Sacrifice, and the Nature of the Preparation re- 
quired ; with suitable Devotions partly collected from the 
Ancient Liturgies, to which are prefixed instructions for 
Confirmation. By Robert Nelson. A New Edition, ru- 
bricated and laree type. With a Memoir of the author, 
by the Rev. W. B. Hawkins, M.A., F.R.S. Ss. 6d. 

NEWLING.— Prayers for every Morning and Evening 
IN THE Year, collected from the Daily Lessons. By Wil- 
liam Newling, B.A., of S. John's College, Cambridge, and 
Perpetual Curate of Herodsfoot, Cornwall. Part I. Is. 

ORDER FOR PRIME. Being Prayers for Early Morn. 4d. 

ORDER FOR COMPLINE; or Prayers before Bed- 
time. 4d. 

ORDER FOR SEXTS AND NONES. Prayers for 12 and 

3 o'clock. Id. 
PAGET.— Prayers for Labouring Lads. 4th Edition. IJd. 

Contains Short advice on leaving School, and the Arrangement of the Day 
to allow of Regular Prayers, and on other ChiisUan Duties j a Short form <tf 
Morning and Evening Prayer; and for Sunday Morning j Self-Sxamina- 
tion, &c. 

PAGET.— SURSUM Corda : Aids to Private Devotion. Col- 
lected from the writings of English Churchmen. Com- 
piled by the Rev. F. E. Paget, M.A., Rector of Elford. 
38. 6d. A Companion to " The Christian's Day." Calf or 
morocco, 5s. 6d. 

Contains Forms of Preparatory Prayer } Gonfiession of Sins i Acts of Hu- 
miliation } Contrition and Deprecation } Prayers for Gifts, Graces, and* every 
occasion and state of Ufe. Compiled from Bishops Taylor, Wilson, Ken, Cosin, 
Sanderson, &c. 

PAGET. — Prayers for Working Girls. Ijd. 
PAGET.— Prayers on behalf of the Church and her 
Children in times of Trouble. Is. 

Compiled as a means of interceding with God ftn tAi«\)(KftkGKSBL«VDA.\ft.<«»udKi&:&^ 
Him to keep HU Clmreh with His ptfttetnil meotc^. 



PATHWAY OF FAITH (The) j or, a Manual of Inrtroctlcm, 
and Prayers, and for Holy Communioii, with the Sendee, 
&c., in parallel columns. Limp oalff 2a. 6d. ; limp doth, 
Is.; cloth boards, Is. 3d.; roan, red ed^es, Is. 4d. A 
cheap edition in paper cover, 6d. A considerable reduc* 
tion on quantities being taken. 

PIOUS CHURCHMAN: a Manual of Devotion and Spiritual 

Instruction. Is. 6d. ; roan, 28. 6d. ; limp calf, ds. 6d. 

ConrTBNTtr^Calendar} what the Pious Cararchman believes, does, and 

avoids ; with iostractions, exerdses, and prayers for Festivals. 

POCKET MANUAL OF PRAYERS: a Book of Devotions 
for the Hours, Christian Seasons, and the various ciroum« 
stances of life— especially useful to those who lack time 
and strength to use long devotions. Royal 32mo., paper 
binding, 6d. ; cloth, lOd., with the Collects, Is.; ciuf or 
morocoo, 2s. 6d. New edition, with considerable additions. 

PRAYERS AND MAXIMS. In large type, for the Aged. 
Second edition. Cloth, 2s. ; leather, Sk 
CoKTEKTs :— Prayers for Every Day, for Sunday, for Holy Commnnion, 

ttekne«B, and every Estate of Life) Six litanieB) Tliaiiksfivlngs ; AeCs of 

Faith, &e. ; Holy Readings ) Meditations } Advice } Roles off Life, and Hymns. 

PRAYERS FOR A HUSBAND AND WIFE, with Short 
Address from Archbishop Leighton, with Prayers^ Psalms 
and Lessons for Morning and Evening. 2d. 

PRAYERS FOR DIFFERENT HOURS OF THE DAY, 
9, 12, and 3, besides the Daily Morning and Evening 
Prayers. 3s. 6d. per 100. 

PRAYERS AND RULES FOR THE ORDERING AND 
USE OF A CHURCH GUILD, contains an Introduction 
on the Origin of Religious Guilds, Roles of Admiasion, 
Duties, Benefits, Forms of Prayer at Meetings, &e. Is. 

PRAYERS AND INTERCESSIONS FOR SEASONS OF 
HUMILIATION, taken from Holy Scripture. 4d. 

PRAYERS AND SELF-EXAMINATION FOR CHEL- 
DREN. 2d. 

PRIVATE DEVOTIONS as enjoined by the Holy Eastern 
Church for the Use of her Members. Translated from the 
original. Is. 

PRIVATE DEVOTION, a Short Form for the Use of Chil- 
dren, intended especially for those who frequent the Dally 
Service of the Church. Id. 

PROGRESSIVE PRAYERS AND DIRECTIONS : Compned 

for the Instruction of Young Persons and Children. In 

Four Parts, bound together, 2d. ; or in sets of four, 2^ 

The First Put contains as mnch as veiy yovng oUldren'wiU bear inmtmory. 

Aa tbejrgrow older the Second and Tbkd ^sxts tns.^ be added. The Fourth 

Piut should be used when they are 'frittabi%'}«BX^x««^^QBib^6mt^5aaafr- 

uuUion. 
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PSALTER (The) ; or, Seven Ordioary Hours of Prayer, ae- 
cording to the use of the Church of Sarum ; inrith the 
Hymns and Collects for the Week and Seasons, and the 
Litany and other Devotions. Newly translated and ar- 
ranged, with the Ancient Musical Notation. 368., in an- 
tique parchment binding. Printed in old type, with 
wood-cuts, &c. It is also kept in antique leather binding, 
of the period of the original work. 
"We hail this as an antiqaarian work, and an important oontribnUmi to 
liturgical studies, sumptuoosly decorated and illustrated with skill and dili- 
gence, most valuable in the illastration of our own Prayer Book.*'— CArMian 
Rememhranctr. 

** We cannot speak too highly of the care and pain* bMtowed. on this the 
nu>8t celebrated of our ancient Books." — Ouardiau. 

ROSE.— MoBNiNG AND EVENING Pratebs. Selected bythe 
late Rev. Hugh James Rose, M.A., when Vicar of Hor- 
sham. 6d. 
SCUDAMORE.— Spps to the Altab^ a Manual for the 
Blessed Eucharist. New edition, handsomely printed on 
tinted paper, and rubricated. Royal 32mo. CiloUi, 28. 6d. ; 
calf limp, 4s. ; ditto antique, 68. 6d. and 7s. 6d. ; morocco 
plain, 5s. ; ditto best, 6s. 6d. ; ditto antique, 7s. 6d., 
8s. 6d., &c. The Old Edition, doth. Is. ; cheap edition for 
distribution, 6d. Kept also in calf and morocco, with gilt 
clasps, comers, crosses, &c. 
This work contains Devotions for every day in the week befbre Commnni. 
catintT} Prayers at the Commqnion, with the Service ci the Church in ftOlj 
Devotions after ; with Prayers for those unable to communicate, with Appen- 
dices, Select Passages for reading and meditation from various authors. 

SACRAMENTARIUM ECX^LESI^ CATHOLICS. A Sa- 
cramentary designed to incorporate the contents of all the 
Sacramentaries anywhere used in the Church, previous to 
^e 16th century. Part I., Advent to Christmas. 28. 6d., 
cloth ; paper Is. 6d. 
The value set on these Devotions by the Compilers of our Prayer Book ap- 
pears firom the fact that in almost every Instancse they preftered tranalattng 
from them to composing, as they might have done, new forms of their own. 

SHORT MANUAL OF PRAYERS FOR COMMUNI- 
CANTS, with Devotions for Several Seasons. By a Priest 
of the Church of England. Rubricated. Is. 

SHORT OFFICE OF EVENING, MORNING, AND OC- 
CASIONAL PRAYERS FOR FAMILIES. 6d. 

SHORT SERVICES FOR DAILY USE IN FAMILIES. 
Compiled by a Parish Priest. Cloth, Od. 
"The plan of these Family Prayers is good, comprising Psaltns; a Short 

Lesson ) Collects : with Versides and Responses ; they have escaped also the 

common Danlt of impractical length."— Literary CImrehmtm* 
** IthM the great credit of being ciaaiiy mtaie^At ^ani^ ^ VIibj^ ^otBKywwK^ 

within a modente compa88."~£ngiiafc ChwrdMnan. 



Manuals, Prayers^ ^e, 

SHOKT PRAYERS FOR SICK PERSONS, wUh Hy 
38. ed. per 100. 

SHORT DEVOTIONS FOR THE SEASONS. Compiled 1 
Parochial Distribution. By F. H. M. 
Contents: 
Deyotions fob the Season of Advent and < 

Id., or 78. per 100. 
Devotions foe Epiphany. Id., or 78. per 100. 
Devotions foe Lent. Jd., or 38. 6d. per 100. 
Devotions for Holy Week and Eastee Eve. 

38. 6d. per 100. 
Devotions for Easter to Ascension. Id., or 78. per 1 
Devotions for the Festival of the Ascension. 

or 38. 6d. per 100. 
Devotions for Whitsuntide. Jd., or 38. 6d. per 100, 
Devotions for the Festival of the Holy TsiNiTt^ 

Jd., or 38. 6d. per 100. 
Devotions for Fridays. Id., or 78. per 100. 
In one vol., bound in limp oloth, 9d. 

" In oar Judgment more likely to take root among as than anyttdnf of the] 
kind with which we are acquainted.*' — Ect^esia§iie, 

SIMPLE PRAYERS FOR LITTLE CHILDREN, from tw«J 
to eight year8 of age. B^ the author of ''Devotiont tef 
the Sick Room/' &c. Eighth edition, reyi8edf eoiitaili| 
Morning and Evening Prayers, with Hymn8 in Siokneiit| 
for Birthday8, Recovery, Reading the Bible, &o. 2d. 

PRAYERS FOR YOUNG PERSONS, being Part IL oft 
above, for Older Children ; with Prayer8 for Morning i 
Evening, Paraphrase on the Lord's Prayer, Litanies, ] 
rections, Prayers for Orphans, Sickness, &c. 4d. 

PRAYERS FOR LITfLE CHILDREN AND YOUHOll 
PERSONS. The above two bound together. Paper, 6d.| I 

cloth, 8d. 

SIMPLE PRAYERS FOR MORNING AND EVENING | 
FOR WORKING BOYS. 5s. per 100. 

SMITH.— Family Prayers, consisting of a Selection of the ' 
Collects and Prayers of the Church of England. By Jo- 
siah W. Smith, Esq., B.C.L., Cantab. Royal 18mo. ll. 
Paper cover, 6d. 
"7%e object of the Compiler has been to sapply a Form of Family Pn^tnt 
at once abort, comprehensive, varied, deep\y de^c^nsJU «nd soitad to tht 
trantsofaUclaaaeB, whether in the mantion%of tlkMt\icS^«>aa^aBA«nnUlBCI 
of the poor. "—J*reface, 
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J. MoMten^ London, 

|CITH.-»Th£ Devout Chqbister. Thoughts on his Toca- 
tion, and a Manual of Devotions for his use. By Thomas 

* F. Smithy B.D., late Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, 

Hector of Horsington. Cloth, 2s. ; calf^ 38. Cheap edit, Is. 

"Suggested by a rellgioas appreciation of a great need. A very luefal 
Mdc. and we have great satislactioii in recommending it"— CAruMati Re- 



** Shoald be in the hands of every Chorister. It is weli calculated to pro. 
ote holy zeal and emulation, which there is but too mudi need, should be 
«lted and fostered among Choristers. It is a pocket book, and might form 
star eonstant companion."— PamA Choir. 

TKETTON.— Guide to the Infirm, Sick, and Dying. 
By the Rev. Henry Stretton, M.A., one of the Compilers 
of the Visitatio Infirmorum, da. Gd. 

"Great care and judgment appear to have been used in the compilation.*'— 

wariian, 

** This is not designed 48 a substitute for the valued 'Visitatio,' but Is a 

ore condensed, and in its introductory pert, a more literary work.*'— CAKt. 

M Remembrancer, 

TRETTON. — The Scholae's Manual of Devotions and 
Sacked Fobmularies to be committed unto pebfect 
MEMOBY. 2d.; cloth, 4d. 

ntains— Prayers for Little Children, for Older Scholars, for all occisionsj 
I Gifts of the Spikitj Works of Mercy; Eight Beatitudes ) Catechism 1 The 
'i Psalter, being fourteen Psalms for the Young ; with Hymns. 

^CKLING.— Family Pbayebs, adapted to the course of the 
Ecclesiastical Year, for morning, noon, and evening ; with 
appendices containing Prayers, Texts, and Passages, for 
the Seasons, and for various family occasions. Is.^ cheap 
edition, 6d. 

ken chiefly from the writings of Bishop l/Hlson, but has been worked up 
|l to possess a unity and character of its own." — Ecdetiattie, 

LLING.— Manual fob Confibmation and Fibst Com- 
I MUNION. By the late Kev. R. A. Suckling. Cloth, 6d. 
itains— An Address; Prayers and Examination before Confirmatiflni 
trs for each Day of the Week before, for the Seven Gifts of the Spirit} 

* s and DevoUons for the Day of Confirmation and for days after; with 
~ 7 Address. 

LOR (Bp. Jeremy). — ^Pbayebs contained in the Life 

pF Chbist. Fcp. 8vo., cloth, 2s. 6d. 

1 to the several Mysteries of the IJlie and Death of the Holy Jesus. 
^ Parts : Part I. from the Annunciation to the Baptism ; Part II. from 
t Miracle to the Second Year of His Freeehing; Part III. from the 

\ Year to the Ascension. 

HOURS OF OUR LORD'S PASSION : being Short 
Prayers for the Sick, chiefly for the use of those engaged 
~i nursing, either for themselves or their patients. «5d. 



Devotionid Works. 

DEVOTIONAL. 

ANNIVERSARIES, &c. Armour of Proof for the Soldier of 

Christ suited for his Daily Warfare on his Pilgrimage 

through this world to the Heavenly Country. Fcp. 8vo,, 

in Elzevir type. Second edition, with additions, ds. 

*' I would suggest the observance of a few more of these Anniversaries.— 

New Year's Days— Birthdays, and present for each of them, for the use of the 

Soldier of Christ, a suit of the whole Armour of God, in articles of the Creed } 

lessons, from the Holy Scriptures ; praise, hi versides of the Te Deum ; pnqrer, 

ftom the Collects, and the beautiful Litany of the Church; and as a key.note 

of the whole, one verse of Holy Writ as' the watchword of the da,y,**— Preface. 

BAGOT.— Selections fkom the Lettees op S. Francis de 

Sales. Translated from the French by Mrs. C. W. 

Bagot. Revised by a Priest of the English Church. Third 

edition. 18mo., Is. 6d. 

" A very useful monograph of spiritual advice on the common concerns and 

exigencies of life."— CArft/fan Remembrnncer, 

BLACK.— A Short Manual, Expositobt and Devotional, 
ON the Peayee of the New Covenant. By the Rev. 
C. J. Black, Perpetual Curate of S. Mary, Burley, some- 
while Scholar in the University of Dublin. Fcp. 8vo., 
2s. 6d. 
Contains— Observations on Prayer; the Loan's Prayer, its design and 
structure; a Short Manual on the Invocation, Doxology, and Amen; the 
Sanctiflcation, Regeneration, Glorifleation; Sustenance, Forgiveness, Protec- 
tion, Deliverance. 

BOODLE.— Ways of Overcoming Tkuptation : with a 
Form of Self-Examination and Prayers. By the Rev. R. 
George Boodle, M.A», late Vicar of Compton Dando^ So- 
merset ; now Chaplain to the Bishop of Newcastle, Aus- 
tralia. Second edition. Demy 18mo. 4d., stiff pap^; 
cloth, 8d. 
CoNTBNTs :— Needs and Means of Grace ; Holy Scripture, and its aae; the 
Shield of Faith ; Avoiding Occasions; Guarding against Future FUls ; Perse- 
vering, &c. 

BOWDLER (Rev. T.)— A Few words op Family Instruc- 
tion, Introductory to ** Prayers for a Christian House- 
hold." By the late Rev. T. Bowdler. Fcp. 8vo., cloth, 
Is. 6d. 

BRECHIN. — Meditations on the Suffering Life of our 

Lord. Translated from Pinart, by the late Lady Eleanor 

Law. Edited by the Bishop of Brechin. 2nd edit. 6s. 6d.; 

morocco, 10s. 6a.; calf antique, 10s. 6d. 

*' Eminently practical. Each chapter concludes with a series of plain wi^y<m« 

fbr Daily Life, which draws down the feelings to th« test of practice. The 

theme of the Book is in reality that inward and eternal love, of which our 

Lohd'b aagniah was the outward and visible A^ga."— Ecclesiastic. 

**A very plain, and at the same time a 'very resl «nd deep book. We know 
of no other book on its subiject in the EngUft^ Lab^^iac^ v^'^^tttn^foc dr- 
culation, "—Guardian, 
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J. Matters, London. 

BRECHIN.— The Cheistian's Converse. A Practical Trea- 
tise. Adapted by the Bishop of Brechin. 4d. cloth; 
6d. roan. 

BRECHIN.— Memoriale Vit^ Sacerdotalis ; or, Solemn 

Warnings of the Great Shepherd, Jesus Christ, to the 

Clergy of His Holy Church. Translated from the Latin 

by the Bishop of Brechin. Fcap. 8vo. 6s. 6d. ; limp calf, 

lOs. J antique calf, 128. With Engraving, by Dyce. 

< ' We recommend it highly. It is deep and religions, without fanaticism, and 

the author has in many respects affinities to ourselves, frcnn his date and 

country, which render his work not only a beaotifal picture, bat a useAil 

manaal.** — Christian Remembrancer. 

"We know no book to which we can more appropriately direct attention 
after the general Ordinations than this valuable manaal. The Form of Dia- 
logue is eminently calculated to bring out the most forcible points.*'— Orforrf 
Herald. 

BRECHIN.— The Mirror of Youno Christiaks. Trans- 
lated from the French, by the late Lady Eleanor Law. 
Edited by the Bishop of Brechin. Uniform with the ** Di- 
vine Master." With Engrayings. Second Edition. Cloth, 
2s. 6d. Morocco antique, 6s. 6d. Cheap Edition, li. 6d. 
The Engravings separately on a sheet, 6d. 

" Written in an afliBctionate bat sober tone, well suited to the young.*'— jBe- 
eUaiattic. 

BRECHIN.— Nourishment of the Christian Soul. Trans- 
lated from Pinart, by the late Lady Eleanor Law. Edited 
by the Bishop of Brechin. 2nd edit 6s. 6d. ; morocco, 
10s. 6d. ; calf antique, 10s. 6d. 
" Well translated, and will be found oseftaO, parttcolaily as a guide to Lenten 

Derotlon, embracfaig the whole of the close of our Loan's historr, from His 

Betrayal to His Death."— JToffrinf CMromide. 

CALENDAR OF THE IMITATION (The), bein« Selections 
for every Day from Thomas k Kempis. Edited by the 
Rev. Dr. Neale. In the press. 

CANONICAL HOURS, according to the Use of the Guild of 
S. Alban. Vol. I., 48. 6d. VoL II., Parts I. H. IH., Is. each. 

CHILDHOOD OF OUR BLESSED LORD (The). Medita- 
tions for a Month. By the author of " Tales of Kirk- 
beck." Edited by the Rev. John Sharp, Incumbent of 
Horbury, 6d. 

CHRISTIAN DUTIES, as essentially conducive to progress in 
the Spiritual Life. 2nd Edition. 3s. 6d. 
CoNTBNTS :— Regulation of Mlod; Humility; Conversation} Takfaig Bx- 

ample ; Judging our Neighbour i Gon's Glory ; Increase of Holiness, &c. 

CONTENTMENT, thb Art 0F,byth«aMLtkkfttQl\kA«'W^^'5i^A 
Duty of Man." la. 6d. 
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Devoiional Works. 

DIVINE MASTER: a Devotional Manual illustrating the Way 
of the Cross. With Ten Steel Engravings. 4 th edition, 
3s. 6d. ; antique morocco, 7s. 6d. Cheap edition, Is. 

The Engravings separately on a sheet, 9d. 

*' It is high praise to saj that the writer has caught not a little of the sirfrit 
of Thomas k Kempis. The sutject is worlced out in ten cbaptars, in which the 
Divine Master leads the soul forward in the way of the Cross."— Jfonun^ 
Chronicle. 

"The author has performed the task with great skill and consummate ten- 
derness and beauty.*' — English Churchnuin, 

" Its piety deserves more tiian praise.*' — Engjuh Review. 

** A pleasing and unexceptionable book." — Chrittian Remembrmneer. 

EDMONSTONE.— Family Lectures for Holy Seasons 
AND Saints' Days. By Sir Archibald Edmonstone, 
Bart. 3s. 
Originally written for Domestic use; now reprinted flrom the ScoUiMh 

Magazine, in which they appeared in 1849 and 1850. 

EDMONSTONE.— Portions of the Psalms, selected and 
arranged for Devotional Purposes. By the same author. Sd. 
CoNTBNTs :— Psalms of Praise and Thanks^ving— Exhortation and Threat- 
ening— Supplication and Penitence— Tlrust in Gou — Resolutions, &c. 

EDMONSTONE.— Short Readings on thb Collects. By 
Sir Archibald Edmonstone, Bart. Pp. 480, price 6s. 

'* Admirably reflects the inner mind of the Church. A very delightftil book. 
The faithful offering of one who desires to tread in the steps of Robert Nelson, 
and of whose spirit he has deeply drunk." — Chriatian Remembrancer. 

** The great merit of the book lies in its candour, its fieumess, and its wesQ. 
balanced teaching." — Scottish Ecclesiastical Journal. 

FAMILIAR INSTRUCTIONS ON MENTAL ?RAYER, 
from the French of Courbon. Parts I. & II. With Pre- 
faces by the Editors, W. U. R. and E. B. P. 2nd edit., 
bound m cloth, Is. 6d. 
" A good book in many respects. The prevalence of sins of all kinds among 

ChristiaDs, shows that we need something more than mere mental exercises to 

discipline \ib.**— Clerical Journal. 

FEW PLAIN WORDS ON THE OFFICE OF HOLY 
COMMUNION, ad. 
Intended for those who require a short and easy explanation off each put of 
the Service. Dedicated by permission to the Lord Bishop of Lichfield. 

GRESLEY.— The Ordinance of Confession. By the Rct. 
W. Gresley. Second edition. 6d. 
CoNTBNTS :— Confession sanctioned by the English Church—Eqjoined be- 
fore Communion, and to the bick— Objections considered— The Testimony of 
English Divines in its favour— Instructions for th9 Office and Administration 
of the Ordinance, &c. 

GRESLEY.— An EsSay on Confession, Penance, and 
Absolution. By Mr. Roger Laurence, a layman of Queen 
Anne's time. With a Preface by the Rev. W. Gresley. Is. 

HELPS FOR CONFIRMATION AND FIRST COMMU- 
MON. .By Two Priests of the Church of England. 6d. 

Coj^^jvrs:— CoD/ession, Self- ExaminaUon, and Amendment, with Direc- 
fions, IhatractioDa, and Prayers, for thet&mieof QonfiiimaMutnv.«n!lVtnltCQiB- 
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HOLY CHILD JESUS, The. Thoughts and Prayers on the 
Events of the Holy Infancy and Childhood of our Blessed 
Lord and Savioue Jesus Christ. With eight beautiful 
wood engravings by Messrs. Dalziel. Is. 6d., cloth ; Is., 
paper. . 

The Engravings separately, 6d. 

" We predict great popularity for this most elegant little voliime.'*— £c. 
clesiastic. 

•* Great pains have been taken with it in every way, and it will go for to fill 
up a vacuum which has been long felt in our devotional books for children." 
— Union, 

HOWARD.— Treatise on the Eighty-fourth Psalm. By 
the late Lady Harriet Howard. 32mo., cloth, 6d., bound. Is. 
JOHNS. — Fourteen Meditations of John Gerhabd, 
done into English by the Rev. B. G. Johns. 6d. 
On the Holy Angels— Baptism— The Church— Self-Denial— Holy Eucharist- 
True Charity— Death of Friends— Resurrection, &c. 

KEMPIS.— The Soliloquy of the Soul, and the Gar- 
den OF Roses. Translated from Thomas k Kempis. By 
the Rev. W. B. Flower, B.A. Second Edition, 2s. 6d. ; 
morocco antique, 7s. 6d. Cheap Edition, Is. 6d. 

KEMPIS.— The Valley of Lilies. By Thomas k Kempis. 
4d., cloth ; 8d., cloth gilt. 

KEN'S (Bishop) Practice of Diyine Love. 2s. j Cheap 
Edition, 9d. 

An Exposition on the Duty of a Christian, the Creed, Commandments, 
Lord's Prayer, and Sacraments, in Question and Answer. Directions for 
Prayer, with Morning, Evening, and Family Prayers, with Hymns. 

LEGENDA DOMESTICA : Lessons for the Sundays, Holy- 
days, and Week-days, throughout the Year. Selected for 
the Offices of Family Devotion, and arranged according to 
the Kalendar of the Church of England. Is. 

LOWDER.— The Penitent's Path ; showing the Steps by 
which he may regain Peace in this World, and attain Hap- 
piness in the next. Compiled from and illustrated by Pas- 
sages from Holy Scripture and the Book of Common 
Prayer ; with appropriate selections from Ancient Hymns, 
Oxford Psalter, and Christian Year. By the Rev. C. F. 
Lowder, M.A. Price 6d. 
" An attempt to f&cilitate the recovery of such as have unhappily fiallen into 

Sin, by providing them with suitable reflections and DeyotLonB.**—EecleHa8tic, 

MANUAL FOR MOURNERS ; with Directions, Devotions, 
&c. 4s. 6d., in appropriate binding. 

'* It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn Thy statutes.'* 
— Ps. cxix. 71. 

for the Days of the Week— Prayers after tbe BuAal, *si^ ««^ KxsE8w«c«e>»»';~* 



Levoiumml JFu^ks. 

MILLER.— WoBSHipPiNO God in the Beauty of Hchj- 

NESS. Bj the Rev. E. Miller, M.A. 4d. 
MILMAN.— The Love of the AxoNEMEirr; a Derotional 

Exposition of the 63rd chapter of Isaiah. By the ReT. 

R. Milman, M.A., Vicar of Lambome, Berks. Second 

Edition. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 58. ; morocco, Ss. 6d. 

"A ttriking Book, -written with Tery nnasaal powers of eloquenoe, which 
•bow the writer to have studied not only onr own tiighest models, but also to 
be well read in the Patristic writings, and the best Classical authors of France 
and ItBl7.*'^Becte9ltut(e, 

** Sach books deserve very respectful mention. It is an endeavoor to pre- 
sent that doctrine in all its aspeicts as a sol4«et for devotional meditation 
in the course of a Commentainr, and has a depth and earnestness of reli- 
gioQs sentiment which can hardly fedl to be as useful as they are attractive.'' 
— Ouardian. 

MILMAN.— Meditations ok C!onfibmation. By the same 

author. 3d. 

CoKTBBrrs :— Oor need, 1st, of Strength to serve CHaisr ; Snd, to confess 
Him^Supply of this need— « Viskm of Confirmation— Form of Self .examinationr 

MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION, The : a Guide to Con- 
fession for the use of Members of the GhurcL in Engknd. 
18mo. Price 3s. 

CoNTsirrs : — ^The Love of CaaiST in His Ministrr— Trae Nature of Con- 
fession— Preparation— Self-examination on Commanoments — On the Fruits of 
this Ministry, &c. 

PAGET.— The Chbistiah's Dat; compiled by the Rer. 
F. E. Paget, M.A. New Edition. 2s. 6d. ; morocco 5s. ; 
antique calf, 68. 6d. 

CoNTBNTs -.—Chapter I. On the Necessity of a Prescribed Bole of Datty 
life— If. Of Walktoff in the Fear of Odd all the Day longr.— III. The Christianas 
Dsily Rale^IY. The Christian's Daily Role, continued— V. The Christiaii*S 
Role with respect to the Vigils and Paste of the Church— YI. The Christian's 
Role with respect to the Festivals of the Church— VII. The Christian T4iyming 
to unmber his Days. 

PATRICK (BishopO— The Parable of the Pilgrim. By 
Simon Patrick, D.D., Lord Bishop of Ely. New Edit., Is. 
Explaining after the manner of a pilgrim's Journey the tme pilgrimage 
through this life, as the way to the Heavenly Jerusalem. 

PATRICK (Bishop.)— An Earnest Appeal on behalf op 
Public Worship, extracted from Bishop Patrick's Dis- 
course concerning Prayer, with an introduction and sketch 
of the author's life and worka. Fcp. 8vo. Is. 

PRACTICE OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD THE BEST 

RULE OF A HOLY LIFE; being Conversations and 

Letters of Brother Lawrence. Second Edition. Royal 

32mo. 4d. 

QUESTIONS FOR SELF-EXAMraKtVO^, ^ot \S» ««e 

' of the CJeriry. on what concent \2tiett ^ACt^^^^afc* ^^ 

IS ^' 
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REFLECTIONS, MEDITATIONS, AND PRAYERS (with 

Gospel Harmony), on the most Holy Life and Sacred Fas- 

Bion of our Lord Jesus Christ. Chiefly from Aneient 

Sources. By the Author of *'A Companion to the Sick 

Room." New Edition, price 78. ; bound in calf, 9s. 6d. 

*' One which we hope to Me become « standard."— CAmMan Rememknnetr. 

" Such a compilation by a devoat mind cannot be withoat its nse."— 

OtMrdian. 

SANDERSON.— The Christian Man a Contented Man. 

By Bishop Sanderson. With a Short Memoir of the 

Author. 9d. 
Contunlng 37 short rales on the nature of contentment, and aids towards 
the attaioment of it. 

SHIPLEY.— AVRILL0N*8 EUCHARISTIC MEDITATIONS ON THE 

Most Holy Communion. Abridged, from the French. 

By the Rev. Orby Shipley, M.A. Part I. Toned paper, 

with Plate. 2s. 6d. 
SHIPLEY.- The Daily Sacrifice : a Manual of Spiritual 

Communion for daily use. Second Thousand. Is. 6d. ; 

cloth, 2s. ; toned paper, 2s. 6d. 
SHIPLEY.— Rodriguez's Treatise of Humility. Abridged 

from the Spanish. Part I. Is. ; cloth, Is. 6d. ; toned paper 

and plate, 2s. 
SHIPLEY.— EucHARiSTic Litanies. Is. 6d.; cloth, extra, 

2s. 6d. 
SHIPLEY.— Daily Meditations for the Seasons. In 

one volume. Part I., Advent to Septuagesima. Is.; 

Is. 6d. ; extra, 2s. Part U., 'Septuagesima to Easter. Is.; 

extra, Is. 6d. Part IH., Easter to Trinity. Is. ; extra, 

Is. 6d. 
SHIPLEY.— Daily Meditations for a Month : on some 

of the more moving Truths of Christianity. Is.; doth. 

Is. 6d. ; toned paper and plate, 2s. 
SUCKLING.— HouNESS in the Priest's Household Es- 
sential to the Holiness of the Parish. A plain 

address to my Household. By the late Rev. R. A. Suek* 

ling. Second Edition. 6d. 
** Will 70a be diligent to frame and fashion your owa selves and jonrfamU 
Uet aeoording to the doctrine of CnaisT, and to make both yonrselTes and 
them, as mach as in 70a lieth. wholesome examples and patterns to tiie todk 
of CHaisT ?'*— Strtteefot Ordering PrUtit. 

TAYLOR.— The History of the Life and Death of our 
Ever-blessed Saviour, Jesus Christ : with considera- 
tions and discourses upon the several parts of the Story. 
Abridged from Bishop Jeremy Taylor. Is. 6d. 
" Intended to briny this inTaioable Qosnel iusxi«tin««Xi^^^QKv^^>scm&Mcw. 
tary within the laaoh of many UBoac th« C^^uc^H vyais«K'^«ni'dBSEwu^^^K^^«K« 
not poBBCBB the ortfioaL'*— JV^^mm, <^ 



Worki of Relifficus Irutructian, 
TAYLOR.— Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. 8d. 

Being: Four eurneit E^aconrses on the above sol^ects. 
THOUGHTS ON THE LORD'S PRAYER, chiefly drawn 

from Ancient Sources. By J. E. Y. 2d. 
WATSON. — The Devout Churchman; or, Daily Medita- 
tions from Advent to Advent. Edited by the Rev. A. 
Watson, M.A. Two vols. lOs. 6d. ; calf, ITs. 6d. 
" A collection of short practical Disconrses, well adapted to family readingr.'* 
r—BnglUh Churchman. 

** Each day has a short essay allotted to it, which is concluded with two or 
three propositions, intended to be the subject of private reflection. People 
have here instructions in .a precise, dogmatic way, on all the principal points 
of ftdth and practice.*'— £ec<e«ia«^. 

WATSON.— Churchman's Sunday Evenings at Home. 
Family Readings. 10s. 6d. ; calf, 14s. ; morocco, 178. 
" Hals work follows the order and arrangement of the Church's year, and is 
of an eminently practical character. We can cordially recommend it to the 
Clergy as a most useful book for the private reading and instruction of their 
pBxisiianen.**— English Churchman. 

WREATH OF LILIES, The. A Gift for the Young. 38.6d. 
Being the Scripture account, with easy Commentary and Verse, of the va- 
rious events in the life of the Blessed Virgin. 

YOUNG CHURCHMAN'S MANUAL (The). Forty Medita- 
tions on the Chief Truths of Religion, as contained in the 
Church Catechism, with form of daily examination and 
Prayers ; with Directions to use the Meditations. Second 
Edition. 6d. 



RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION. 

CHURCHMAN'S COMPANION (THE). A Family Maga- 
zine, conducted upon the Principles and Practice of the 
Church of England. 6d. per Month. 
For several years it has been devoted to the settlngr forth of the daims of 
our own branch of the Church, upon the affection and energies of its mem- 
bers. In doing this every available means have been adopted, such as tales, 
and allegories, in which great principles have been set forth } whilst there has 
not been wanting an ample supply of more dogmatic articles on fsith and 
practice. The Thirty-one Volumes complete, suited to Families, Schools, 
and lauding Libraries, may now be had, price 1^5. 78* Amongst their con- 
tents may be mentioned :— 

Talks.— The Lord of the Forest and his Vassals. Henrietta's Wish. The 
Two Guardians. The Prisoners of Hope. Lucy Montague. Una. Retribu- 
tion. The Wynnes. A Maiden of our own Day, &o. 

BiooEAPHY.—S. Augustine. S.Cyprian. Ignatius. William of Wykeham. 
Nicholas Ferrar, ^c. 

Th ROLooiCAL.— Explanations of the Collects, Epistles, and Gospels through- 
out the year. Daily Prayer. Saints* Days. Constant Communion. Alms- 
giving. Eastern Customs. Homilies for certain Saints' Days, from the 
Fatten aad other writers of the Church. Commentary on certain T ' 
Minor Festivala of the Church, &c. 
Chuhcb Architkctvrk.—A. series of vv^^peia xivm X^VstewsMMm 
Rkvimwb or Books.— MisceUaneouB Xttit\«a,«»X»in5a^^a»S^weflMBk> 
^Btarai Higtary, Sketches of Home snA ¥o!w!^ twi<^ l». 
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BUNBURY.—The Sunday of the People in Fbamce. 
By the Abb^ MuUois, Chaplain to the Emperor of France. 
Translated by Miss Bunbury. 4d. 

Written for the use of the workmen in France. An earnest exhortation to 
the better and more religious observance of the Sunday. 

EDMONSTONE.— The Cheistian Gentleman's Daily 
Walk. By Sir Archibald Edmonstone, Bart. Third Edi- 
tion, re-arranged and enlarged. 2s. 6d. 

** My object has been to present a course of Christian conduct in the hi|:her 
-walks of life. I have eudeavoured therefore to confine myself, as far as pos- 
sible, to what may be considered strictly practical."— Pre/oce. 

GRESLEY.— Treatise on the English Chubch. Con- 
taining Hemarks on its History, Theory, peculiarities, the 
objections of Romanists and Dissenters, its position, pros- 
pects, and the duty of its members. By the Rev. W. 

Gresley. Is. 

HICKS.— A Concise View of the Doctrine op Baptis- 
mal Regeneration, founded on Bishop Bethell's Work, 
by whose permission the author has been allowed to ex- 
tract largely from his valuable Work, with arguments and 
proofs founded on Holy Scripture. By the Rev. W. H, 
Hicks, Vicar of Watton, Norfolk. 9d. 

" An endeavour to put this fundamental doctrine of our Church in as few 
words as the importance of the subject wiU permit, and in as simple a style 
as possible.** — Pre/ace. 

KAISERS WERTH DEACONESSES. Including a History 
of the Institution, the Ordination Service, and Questions 
for Self-Examination. By a Lady. Is. 6d. 

*' An account of a sqjoum at Kalserswerth.— It is no longer necessary to 
show how much work there is to be done, in hospitals, schools, workhouses, 
penitentiaries, prisons, and poor parishes, this has been done by abler hands } 
but it occurred to me that a more detailed description than that given six years 
ago by Miss Nightingale, of an Institution in which she was herself trained, 
and which has since that time added many new features, might assist those 
who are considering the best way of turning to account the wasted energy of 
our countrywomen.*'— Pr^ace. 

LESSONS ON THE CREED. What we are to believe. 
Is. 6d. 

A practical explanation, compiled for the use of the elder classes of a \ii^ 
lage School, of passages from the Works of our best Divines, connected by 
explanations of the most familiar kind, with Scripture texts of Reference. 

LIFE OF SISTER ROSALIE, Sister of Charity. By the 
Author of " Tales of Kirkbeck," &c. Cloth, Is. ; paper, 6d. 

** The subject of this pleasing biography was bom in the Province of Gex, 
in France, 1787, and much of her life was spent in adm.ini&tncla^VtkXjQA^'tKMw. 
sitjes of aome ttaoosandB of the poor \xihBUitBxi\» q& '^vta^X)! ^>&Kn^ i&a.^««^ 
caUed the ' Good Mother.' "—Clerical Journal. ^ 



Worlf of Religiou» luatruetion. 

MOSSMAN.-oA Olossakt of the Principal Words used 
in a Figuratire, Typical, or Mystical sense in the Holy 
Scriptures; with their Signification, gathered from the 
Sacred Writers themselves, or from the Works of the 
Ancient Fathers. By the Rev. T. W. Mossman, Rector of 
East Torrington, and Vicar of West Torrington, Lincoln- 
shire. Fcap. 8vo., cloth, Is. 8d. 

" Will assist materittUy in the interpretation of Holy Writ, copioos use is 
made of S. Gregory, S. Aagustine, and S. Bernard.*' — Ecclenastic. 

"The desigrn is good, and the aothcNr has bestowed much care on its pro- 
duction.*' — Ogford Herald. 

MALAN.— Letters to a Young Missionary. By the Rev. 
S. C. Malan, Vicar of Broadwindsor. Is. 6d. 
"Not only Taluable in themselyes, but under existing drciunstances* more 
particularly in connection with certain popular cries, point to what is the want 
of Indian Missions, that of learned missionaries." — Christian Remembrancer. 

SISTERS OF CHARITY, and some Visits with them. Being 
Letters to a Friend in England. Two Engravings. 28. 
An attempt to sketch the Sister of Charity as she is in France, from personal 
intercoorse in scenes of pain and toil, on the battie field and in the infant 
school, by the sick man's bed, or snatching the castaway inftoit from its cruel 
fttte, braving danger yet showing pity and love. — Prrfaee. 

STONE.— Handbook of the Christian Year, explaining 
the events, and pointing out the various duties, in the 
regular order, of the Church's Year. By Mrs. E. Stone, 
Author of " God's Acre," &c. 28. 6d. 

" In tone and doctrine, and in point of simpUcily and attractiveneaaof algrle* 
we could not desire anything better.'*— 6«ar<<tan. 

THE GREAT TRUTHS OF THE CHRISTIAN RELI- 
GION. Edited, and with a Preface, by W. U. R. Fcap. 
8vo., in Five Parts, 352 pp., 2s. 6d. ; cloth boards, 38. 

I. As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. — ^11. What 
must I do to be sa^ed ?— III. It is appointed unto men once to die» bat after 
that the Judgment— IV. Work out your own salvation.— Y. The Holy Oom- 
munion. 

"This is a book which we welcome with entire satisfetction : the truths are 
expressed with a simplicity of diction which is by no means conmum."— 
Ecclesiastic. 

** We may call the work a body of Divinily on a small scale for plain readers, 
and we have been much impressed with the amount of CathoUc Truth winch 
it contains.*' — Clerical Journal. 

WEST.— Figures and Types op the Old Testament. 
By the Rev. J. R. West, Vicar of Wrawby, Lincolnshire} 
late Fellow of Clare HaU, Cambridge. Is. 6d. « 

'* AU things are double, one agidnst another." — Ecclus. xlii. 24. 
" 7%e great principles of grace and truth which are now revealed to us in 
tbiB Jast dispensation of the Church, may be often perceived in manifold ways, 
embodied aud pre6gured in the history of venana» wiii ol «H«ntt« and In the 
Jnet/tationa of religion in the fotmcae hafeiUx eilbi^naaMtfsuu^^— Vv^«Qt. 
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S0BIFTT7BE FBINTS. 

J. Mastkrs respectfally infonns the Clergy and Laity that he has impoited 
a large and Taried assortment of Devotional Engravings suitable for lilttstra- 
tions, Book Markers, Schools, Bedrooms, Nurseries, &c., to which he soUcitB 
attention. A liberal allowance on quantities. The Country Itade supplied. 



Head of our Lord " on the Cross** 
after **Fra Angelico,** plain, co- 
loured, or with Lace Border. 

Head of the Virgin Mary. 

The Good Shepherd gives His life for 
the sheep. 

RaphaePs Madonna de la Sedia. 

Head of our Loan bearing His Cross. 

Guide's Ecce Homo. Ditto large, 
IS. 6d. 

Our Lord subject to His Parents. 

The Guardian Angel. 

Our Loan bearing His Cross "as a 
Child." 

The Adoration of the Shqpherds. 

The Flight into Egypt. 

The Holy Family fed by Angels. 

Our Loan takmg the Sheep out of 
the Thicket. 

Our Lord as a Child asleep on the 
Cross. 

Guardian Angel, " my good angel 
vrill not forsake me.** 

Our Lord giving a child the Cross to 
bear. 

Our Lord healing the Sick. 

Our Lord blessing Little Childrea. 

The Nativity of our Lorik. 

The Last Supper. 

Our Lord as a Child in the Manger 
— ^with the implements of Cruel- 
flzion. 

Virgin and Child. 

The Holy Family. 

The holy Angels. 

Head of our Lord. (Guido.) 

The Virgin and Child. From Ra- 
phael's San Sisto. 



Our Lord in the Sepulchre. 

The Crucifixion. 

Our Lord bearing His Cross. 

The Adoration of the Magi. 

The Repose in Egypt. 

The Virgin witb GbiM wrapped in 

Swathing Bands. 
The T^ansftguratkm. 
8. Mary Magdalen. 
The holy Women. 
Our Lord as a Child. 
S. John Baptist as a Child. 
Our Lord as a child wttli iow«iB. 
Our Lord as a Sowar. 
Our Lord breaking the bread. 
Our Lord knocking at the door. 
Our Lord as a diild holding up the 

Cross. 
The Finding of Moses. 
Our Lord kneeling beibre (^ chalice. 
S. John on onr Loan's bosom at 



The Annunciation. 

S. John Baptist in the Wilderness. 

The Virgin and S. Anne. 

Onr Lord with the Doctors. 

Onr Lord blessing a child who is 

giving money. 
Our Lord xescuhig a child from the 



Our Lord administering the Holy 

CommunioB. 
Our Lord crowning a child with 

thorns. 
Various figures of S. Paul, S. Peter, 

S. Ambrose, S. Louis, and many 

others. 



*»* The above with lace borders, 4d. each. Ditto coloured, price 6d. 

Onr Lord taking the Sheep out of the Thicket, plain, 6d. tinted, 9d. 
Good Shepherd. Tinted lithograph, 9d. 

Do. Larger size, plain, 6d. tinted, 9d. 

Guardian Angel. Tinted lithograph, 9d. 
Portrait of the Devout Chorister kneeling. 4d. 
** Take up thy Cross.** A Penitent at the feet of our Lord. 4d. 
The Shepherd and Bishop of onr souls. 4d. 
The Crucifixion, after Overbeck.-^" Is it nothing to yon.** 4d. 

Ditto, small, 2d. 
Our Lord sitting in glcny witti the Cross. 4d. 
The Stoning of S. Stephen in outHne Engraving. Sd. 
Take up thy Cross. A Pilgrim foUomn^Qivn\ii^%.\k. v^. 
Oar Lord as a child Btand&ng ou tYv« Cio». %Al, 
Portrait of Faioell,'whe& a Ctkotlitex. 4&. c^ 






hv 






i 



f 



m 







•I- 



I .3. >'..,Tr: .':-•" v.^iJ.- \*^ 



W 






Bwotumal PrnttM. 



Sixteen Enimviuft illiutnttiif toliilects from the Bible. 28. the set, viz. 



S. John Baptist Preaching. 
Our Lord among the Doctors. 
Oar Lord Blessing Little Children. 
Oar Lord Heals at the pool of 

Betbesda. 
The entry into Jerasalem. 
Oar Lord with Martha and Mary. 
The Ascension of our Lord. 



Noah's Sacrifice. 

Abraham and the three Angels. 

Joseph sold. 

The Finding of Moses. 

The Brazen Serpent. 

Elisha and the Shanammlte's Son. 

Manoah's Sacrifice. 

The Disobedient Prophet. 

Tlie Birth of our Lord. 

Sheets of Prints. 

Hie Divine Master. A set of 10, Od. 

The practice of the Beatitades. l . A set of 1 0, 9d. 

The practice of tlie Beatitudes, s. A set of 10, 9d. 

Yisits to the Birthplace of our Lord. A set of 12, Is. 

Pilgrimage of the Faithful Soul. A set of lo, 9d. 

Mercy and Repentance. A set of 10, 9d. 

A set of l6, comprising figures of our Lord, S. Margaret, S. Catherine, &c., is. 

Lessons on the merciful heart of our Lord. A set of l6. Is. 

A set of I6 figures, comprising S. Paul, S. Anne, S. Cecilia, &c. is. 

A set of l6 vignettes, allegorical of our Lo rd's Life. is. 

A set of 86 figures, Events in our Lord's Life and various Saints, is. 

A set of 10 Engravings from Overbeck, our Lord's Passion, &c. is. 6d. 

A set of 10 Engravings, Life of Christ. Uniform with Overbeck. is. 6d. 

A set of 16 Devotional Subjects, each in the form of a Cross. 9d. 

A sheet of 4, being a Mirror for Young Christians. 6d. 

Seven Corporal Works of Mercy, illustrated in 7 outline Engravings. 3s. fid. 

plain ; 6s. coloured. 
Seven Spiritual Works of Mercy, illustrated in 7 outline Engravings. Ss. 6d. 

plain ; 6s. coloured. 
A set of l6 Engravings, Our Lord's Life and Parables. 2 Series, Is. each. 
Outline Prints from Scripture Subjects. Illustrating the Seasons of flie 

Church. 8 Series, 6s. each. 9d. each print. 
Verses with Pictures, being 25 Tfaited lUustrations on Card of the Ufe of our 

Lord, with appropriate Verses at the back, forming a packet of Reward 

Cards for Children, is. 
A set of 8 beautiftd woodcuts, illustrating the Childhood of our Lord. 6d. 

Select Photographs of Sacred Subjects and Portraits, 

FROM THK BIST KNORAVINGS. 

28. each. On Card 12 inches by 9. 

Archbishop Laud.— Bishop Andrewe8,from an old engraving.— King Charles I. 

—Dr. Forbes, Bishop of Brechin.— Bishop Jeremy Taylor. 



is. each. On 
Our Lord bearing the Cross. 
Magdalen at the Foot of the Cross. 
Christ, the Comforter. 
The Annunciation. 
The Good Shepherd. 
The Lamb in the Thicket. 9d. 
Christ Blessing Children. 
The Madonna hi Prayer. 9d. 
Virgin and ChUd(& la L^gende). 9d 
Vhrgin and ChUd (& la Chaise). 
Virgin and Child (Maisond'Orl^ans). 
Virgia and ChUd (de la Maison 
d'Albe). 
Virgin and Child (an Poisson) 

Some of the above 
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Card 10 inches by 7. 

Virgin and Child (aux Candelabres). 

9d. 
Virgin and Child (an Livre). 
The Presentation in the Temple. 
Christ Prophesying over Jerusalem. 
The Sisters of Bethany. 
Consider the LiUes of the Field. 
To Thee all Angels cry aloud (Three 

Angels.) 
Ruth and Naomi. 
The Crucifixion. 
Timothy (From a child I have known 

t\ie S^x\]QltaT«a.^ 
\ 



